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Inside this issue: 

As Labor Day approaches, I savor the last services of 
the summer at Old Saint Andrew’s Church on King 
Hill Road. It’s difficult to pin down what gives OSA its special charm. 
But when the sun slants through the upper windows and a summer 
breeze gently whirls down the aisle, there is no denying its sublime 
beauty. 
Last Sunday morning a gentleman emerged from OSA and placed into 
my hands an historical sketch of the church. A photocopy of a mimeo-
graph, the pages were prepared on 1 August 1934 for the 25th anniver-
sary of St. Andrew’s Chapel. 
As beautiful as the church building is, what emerges clearly from the 
seven-page document is the importance of the “living stones” — the  
people who constitute the church. The biblical term ecclesia, after all,    
refers to the assembly of the faithful rather than the building in which 
the assembly meets. 
The foundational event of the Episcopal Church in New London was not 
the laying of OSA’s cornerstone but a walk undertaken by the Reverend 
Thomas Henry Sill in the early summer of 1884. Invited to Lake Sunapee 
by his friend Dr. John D. Quackenbos, Father Sill (as he was known to his 
parishioners at St. Chrysostom’s Chapel of Trinity Parish in New York 
City) and his family spent their summer holiday at the farm of Benjamin 
Davis in West Part — the western part of New London, including the 
eastern shore of Lake Sunapee stretching from Soo Nipi Park along   
Hastings Landing to Herrick Cove.  
Strolling along Tracy Road shortly after his arrival, Father Sill came upon 
West Part Schoolhouse and had an idea. Within two weeks, having      
secured the permission of the town authorities and the blessing of the 
Bishop of New Hampshire, Father Sill was presiding at two Episcopal 
services each Sunday for the families of West Part. 

Jay’s Say: 

By 1890, according to the Journal of the Annual Convention of the Diocese of New Hampshire, the 
one-room schoolhouse hosted 8 AM Holy Communion, 11 AM Morning Prayer and sermon, 4 PM 
Sunday School, and 5 PM Evening Prayer and sermon. Father Sill usually led them all. 
On 30 August 1905 ground was broken on land given by Mrs. Nathaniel Knowlton. The chapel 
opened in July 1906 and was consecrated in August 1909. Father Sill presided over the services at St. 
Andrew’s Chapel until his death in 1910.  
By the early 1950s the summer congregation was bursting the seams of the building. Visitors set up 
camp stools outside and a sound system relayed the service to the overflow congregation on the 
lawn.            Continued on p. 3 . . . 



ST. ANDREW’S NETWORK NEWS PAGE 2 

 

Parish 

Birthdays 

From the Parish Register 

 

Funeral Services 

July 8 

William Lyons, Jr. 

 

July 30 

Edna Mordecai 

 

August 12 

Marge Wilkie Dillinger 

 

August 14 

Stephen Ekstrom 

 

August 22 

John Stearns 

 

August 31 

Susan Olney 

 

Marriage 

August 5 

Peter Martin & June LaJeunesse 

The Kearsarge Area CROP WALK  around Pleasant Lake will take place on Sunday, 1 October at 1 
PM with registration beginning at 12:30 PM at Elkins Beach.  For more information, please speak to 
Susan Schweizer or email her. 
All are encouraged to participate, no matter what age. CROP WALKS are intergenerational and are 
a great family event!  CROP WALKS are not only fun but also an opportunity to reflect upon what 
millions of people have to do each day just to survive — they walk.  You can join St. Andrew's team 
on the walk and collect more in pledges to feed the world’s hungry.  

Also, you can contribute by cash or check to any one of our St.      
Andrew’s Strollers or click here 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/wilmotnh.   

Julie Woodger 7 

Sue Eaton 12 

Cecilia Kelle� 12 

Jay MacLeod 12 

Theresa Quinn 13 

Ellen Yenawine 14 

Susie Sanders 15 

Diana Seamans 15 

Kylin Frenkiewich 18 

Asher MacLeod 21 

Sally Asher 24 

Gene Hall 24 

Jared Midge� 27 

Molly Van Vranken 27 

Judy Wheeler 30 

Becky Rylander 2 

Steve Winter 2 

Shelly Boucher 3 

Elizabeth Woodley 3 

Erin Ferrell 4 

Chuck Ackroyd 6 

Pat Thornton 7 

Eleanor Goldthwait 8 

Foster Boardman 12 

Peter Boucher 12 

Anne Pankow 12 

Dawn Rich 12 

Lea Frey 13 

Judith Oates 16 

Marjorie Forbes 17 

Aldyn Frenkiewich 19 

Kathi Almond 21 

Shane Boucher 21 

Pat Dickson 21 

Monique Jevne 21 

Robert Carroll 22 

Sue Greenbaum 17 

Eleanor Alleman 28 

Ellen Schauff 28 

Kristyn Jamieson 29 

Julie Machen 29 

Emma Tilley 29 

Alexander Spina 30 

Morris Edwards 31 

Patricia Wall 31 

THURSDAY TOTS RESUMES ON THURSDAY 7 SEPTEMBER  

Thursday Tots at St. Andrew’s will be back on Thursday 7 September 
(after Labor Day). We meet from 10-11:30 AM in the Parish Hall each 
Thursday, following the school calendar.  Thursday Tots is an informal, 
friendly playgroup for babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers attending with 
their parents and carers.  Cost is $1.00 per child.  Refreshments of coffee 
and tea are provided with opportunities for play and chat, and we       
always finish with a fun round of singing.—Sally Asher  
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Jay’s Say, continued from p. 1 

 
Episcopalians who wintered in New London traveled to        
Epiphany, Newport to worship and later met in the New London 
Grange Hall (now 468 Main Street). The church building on Gould 
Road was consecrated in May 1965, and St. Andrew’s Chapel     
became Old St. Andrew’s. 
 
As the summer winds down and we enjoy the last services of the     
season at OSA, we remember our forebears in faith. Amongst 
those living stones, we thank God especially for Father Thomas 
Sill. It seems he didn’t much believe in vacations.  

 Shortly after the New Year began, a group of seven began meeting 
for a couple of hours on Tuesday afternoons following midday 
prayer together.  Together we are an EfM (“Education for           
Ministry”) one-room schoolhouse.  Elsewhere the EfM study      
program from the Episcopal seminary of the University of the 

South—“Sewanee”—goes by “Exploring Faith Matters.”   Having begun this 36-week-year on a   
calendar-year schedule, we are soon to conclude with plans to begin the next year on October 17 to 
better mirror an academic-year schedule which is the norm. 
 
Either way the acronym is spelled out, EfM “. . . is a four-year study and group reflection to support 
formation for ministry in daily life . . .”  Members of the group this year included some first-year 
first-timers, some repeating the first year of four after past graduation(s) and a third-year member 
rejoining the group after completing year two —after a 20-year hiatus.  We are led by co-mentors 
Kelly and Marni Eaton. 
 
The program includes Sewanee-published text and materials as well as the bible, additional scholar-
ly reading materials and lots of faith-oriented discussion and reflection.  Each year has a different 
focus so the more years represented in the group can only enhance the experience for all as different 
insights from the different reading assignments come together.  Please consider joining the group —
and please spread the word and share the invitation with a friend from beyond this parish who 
might want to join in.  Kelly and all of us will be waiting to hear of your interest. 

Reel and Novel Theology 

Our exploration of books and film continues:  On Wednesday, 13 September at 7 PM we get          
together to discuss the film Sweet Bean as part of Reel Theology. On Wednesday, 11 October at 7 PM 
we discuss the book The Light Between Oceans by M. L. Stedman. These discussions are open to     
everyone; see the film, read the book, and just turn up.  

Please also plan to offer suggestions for future viewing and reading when we gather in September. 



ST. ANDREW’S NETWORK NEWS PAGE 4 

 

Monday to Friday 12 Noon Midday Prayer ▼ Mondays 6 PM Meditation   
First Tuesdays (of even months) 2:30 PM Pastoral Care Coordinating Team  

Tuesdays/Thursdays 9 AM Morning Prayer  
Wednesdays 10 AM Music & Memory 

Thursdays 10 AM Thursday Tots, 7 PM Choir 

 Calendar of Events 

September: 

5 (Tuesday) - Crafty Critters resumes, 9:30 AM (see p. 9) 

7 (Thursday) - Thursday Tots resumes, 10 AM; Choir resumes, 7 PM 

10 (Sunday) - 8 AM Eucharist returns to Gould Road church 

13 (Wednesday) - Novel Theology: Sweet Bean, 7 PM (see p. 3) 

17 (Sunday) - Service at Camp Coniston, 10 AM, followed by parish picnic 

22 (Friday) - Friendly Kitchen (see p. 9) 

26 (Tuesday) - Faith and Issues, 7 PM 

27 (Wednesday) - El Hogar exploratory meeting, 7:30 PM (see below) 

29 (Friday) - Middle school camping trip, through Sunday, October 1 

 

October: 

1 (Sunday) - CROP Walk, 1 PM (see p. 2) 

7 (Saturday) - High school camping trip, through Monday, October 9 

8 (Sunday) - Guest preacher Liz Kinchen (see below) 

11 (Wednesday) - Novel Theology: The Light Between Oceans, 7 PM (see p. 3) 

17 (Tuesday) - EfM study year begins, 12 Noon (see p. 3) 

Celebrate Fall!  Please plan to join us at Camp 
Coniston for our annual 10 AM service there and 
cookout on   Sunday, September 17.  Or come just 
for the cookout at 11 AM or so.  We'll provide the 
burgers and hot dogs if you'll each bring a dish to 
share.  Sign up on the shelf in the hall.  

On Sunday, 8 October our preacher is Liz Kinchen, the American Executive Director of El Hogar, a 
ministry of the Episcopal Church in Honduras. Its mission is to transform and empower abandoned 
and hopelessly poor children by providing a loving home and education. Since 1979 nearly 1,000 
students have graduated from El Hogar, which has grown to include four campuses: an elementary 
school, a Technical Institute, an Agricultural School, and a residence for high school girls. This 
spring, high schoolers from St. Andrew’s will travel to El Hogar during their April vacation (22-29 
April) on a mission trip of discovery and service, and there will be room for a few adult volunteers 
as well. An exploratory meeting will be held on Wednesday, 27 September at 7:30 pm at St.          
Andrew’s.  
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  The Wardens’  Words 
 
 

 
 

Have you ever stopped to think about the faithful people who have walked before us at St.          
Andrew’s?  Many of our furnishings were created by talented members.  We’d like to highlight one 
example.  You’ve probably noticed the intricate needlepoint designs in our kneelers at the commun-
ion rail.  We recently learned more about their history and thought we’d share it with you here. 

The eight kneelers and the cushion for the Bishop’s chair were completed in 1981 after nearly three 
years of painstaking work by a team of 12 and were made possible  thanks to many contributions 
and memorials.  When placed in the correct order, the designs flow from one to the next and      
contain not only many symbols of the Christian church, but also natural images associated with 
New Hampshire.  The colors, too, have significance: golden yellow for the sun and divinity; blue 
for heavenly love; white for holiness, purity, and innocence; and green for renewal or regeneration. 

If you haven’t taken a good look recently, please do.  Let’s spare a thought of thanks and thanks-
giving for the work of these talented needleworkers (and probably others not named here): 

Mrs. Dorothy Ahlgren   Mrs. John Ferris  Mrs. Gerald Putnam, Chm. 

Mrs. Guy Alexander   Mrs. Conrad Hunter Mrs. Winslow Robart 

Mrs. Harry Anderson   Mrs. John Prior  Miss Patricia Thornton 

Mrs. Lyman Cook    Mrs. Richard Puffer  Mrs. Robert Wildman 

[Yes, their names given in this form now look a bit odd or quaint, but that’s how they are presented 
in the material we have in hand from 1981.] 

If you’d like to learn more about the kneelers and the symbolism they embody, please find a sheet 
of information on the shelf in the narthex (hall). 

It’s been a busy summer.  Thanks to all who helped with more successful camping trips for the  
Phillips Brooks Association kids from inner city Boston, with UpBeat Choir Camp, with regenera-
tion at Epiphany Newport, and more.  Perhaps our legacy will be a lasting commitment to a robust 
set of outreach projects.  As summer wanes, we hope you’ve had time to relax before the busy-ness 
of fall takes over.  And we hope we’ll see you at our annual cookout at Camp Coniston on           
September 17—a good chance to celebrate all we’ve done and savor each other’s company. —  

Blessings, 

Becky Rylander and Bruce Avery 
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Sunday School 

Sunday School will begin on September 10 this year, followed by our annual service at Camp Conis-
ton on September 17.  Our younger class is composed of children in kindergarten through third 
grade, while the older group includes children from fourth grade up, and any children not yet    
confirmed.  We have excellent, experienced teachers on board for both groups.  Both teachers and 
shepherds have completed or are in the process of completing the required Safe Church training.  
The children in 7th and 8th grades who are not yet confirmed are encouraged to join the older class or 
help out with the younger children as “shepherds in training.”  Several members of the older group 
were confirmed last year and now attend church or help out with classes.  Children in preschool 
and younger go to the Nursery where care is available at both the 8 AM and 10 AM services.  We 
use the Whirl curriculum materials, which are relevant for all ages and focus on applying faith in 
daily life as well addressing the questions and challenges that arise in our Christian formation. 

Sunday School is held on the second and third Sundays of the month (as well as the fourth Sunday 
in October and April).  On the last Sunday of each month Nicole Densmore, Director of Youth     
Music, rehearses with the children in preparation for the music/singing that is part of the all-age 
worship on the first Sunday, where children are involved in all aspects of the service.  She is an    
extraordinarily gifted teacher, musician, and singer and works her magic with the children       
whenever they practice or perform.  Nicole also directs the Upbeat Youth choir and hosted the     
Upbeat camp this summer with Alison Adam. 

We are so grateful for the faithful dedication of all our staff members to the children and our       
mission at St. Andrew’s.  

 

Faith Adventures  

Faith Adventures is our middle-school youth group for kids in 6th through 8th grade.  Please contact 
Ellen Yenawine if your child is interested in joining us.     

This fall, Faith Adventures will kick off the year with a camping/outdoor trip for two nights --     
Friday and Saturday, 29-30 September — at Billings cabin located at the foot of Mount Madison in 
the Presidential Range, with incredible hiking just outside the door. It sleeps 14 in three bunkrooms 
and has a kitchen, bathroom, living/dining room, a woodstove and electric heaters, a refrigerator 
and cooking stove. The focus will be on reverence for God’s creation and lots of hiking, depending 
on the weather. 

From October to June, we will join with the First Baptist Church youth group for our meetings from 
12:15-2:15 PM at the First Baptist Church of New London; our service projects and adventure will 
also be joint.  This year, our focus will be on children in need. 

We look forward to lots of fun, faith formation, and opportunities to make a difference in the lives 
of others. — Ellen Yenawine 
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Voices in Counterpoint 
 

 

 
“. . . those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not   

hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.” (James 1:25) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Summer is passing and autumn will soon be here.  As we begin the new season, I want to remind 
you that the Parish Choir is an important ministry of our community that functions year-round to 
support our worship.  The Parish Choir is open to all singers, high school age and above.  The 
Choir meets weekly on Thursday evenings, 7-8:30 to prepare liturgy, hymns and anthems for the 
coming Sundays.  We meet on Sundays at 9:15 AM to prepare for Eucharist at 10. 
 

Parish Choir Rehearsals begin Thursday evening, September 7 
7-8:30, in the Choir Room 

 

This season brings with it a slightly new worship rhythm.  On the first Sunday of the month the 
Choir will support an All-age Eucharist with participation by the Sunday Church School led by 
Mrs. Nicole Densmore.  Songs from world traditions will find a place in many of our services, but 
most especially on the first Sunday of each month.  Popular contemporary hymns will also find a 
home in these All-Age Eucharists. 
 

The Choir will also prepare anthems and psalm settings for regular use on other Sundays.  Various 
styles, traditional and contemporary, will be part of the worship experience at 10 AM.  Newly-
composed hymns and choral music will be sung alongside well-loved traditional hymns. 
 

On various Feasts and Occasions throughout the year, the Choir and congregation will participate 
in Choral Eucharist.  On these occasions, we will sing more elaborate settings of the liturgy.  The 
Choir will enhance worship with more extended musical offerings.  Anthems and larger choral 
works from all periods will be featured in the context of Eucharist on these days. 
 

To accomplish this work, we need singers.  Please join us.  If you desire to sing, and have not for 
some reason, please consider this your invitation to a very special ministry.  Choral singing brings 
beauty to those who listen, and innumerable benefits to those who sing.   While Choir is not wholly 
unique in that double benefit, it is one of the most satisfying ways of “doing” your faith.  It is truly 
our Duty and our Delight to sing God’s praises. 
 

If you are interested in joining us, please speak with David or any member of the Choir.  You may 
also call the church office and leave a message, or call David at 526-2110 to find out more              
information.  
 
Peace and Love,  
David 
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For the few weeks leading up to August 19 (the first Saturday evening service at Epiphany         
Newport), when I was asked how things were going, I usually started talking about roller coasters, 
and, in particular, those last moments as the cars crank upwards towards the top, just before        
momentum takes over and the wild ride begins.  

That image felt especially true as UpBeat choir camp filled the week before launch with singing and 
drumming and swimming and ice cream . . . Many thanks to the volunteers—including high school-
er Kate Kelly—who joined us during lunch time and beyond, to help with supervision and fun. 

Led by the amazing Alison Adam, ably assisted by fellow musicians Nicole Densmore, Susan     
Cancio-Bello (our new UpBeat Newport music director), David Almond, and Jen Giles (and by Jay 
and me … yes, we sang too!) those five days of choir camp were just packed with the sort of energy 
and music—and care and community building—that is at the heart of a renewed Church of the 
Epiphany.  

At the same time, Epiphany’s building was the focus of a lot of concentrated energy after weeks of 
steady work, to make final preparations for Saturday. And the spirit was absolutely evident when 
we opened the doors at Epiphany that first Saturday, and nearly 50 people—Epiphany faithful, St. 
Andrews’ supporters, UpBeat singers, and newcomers—filled the sanctuary for worship. It was a 
marvelous evening . . . and an inflection point. To change metaphors: the vine has been planted. 
Now we begin to nurture and train it. 

This is part of a note I sent to the core of Epiphany’s congregation after that first Saturday service: 
“As we go forward, and things move into a new normal, we will need to both nurture the faithful 
continuing Epiphany folks AND reach out and welcome newcomers . . . not simply as guests at ‘our 
church’ but also very intentionally incorporating them into our shared life. Balancing those two calls 
may prove to be even harder work than moving pews, but I have every confidence we can do this.”  

Why all this talk about Epiphany Newport in the St. Andrew’s newsletter? Well, lots of reasons! 
Many of you have heard the call to be a part of what’s going on in Newport, from St. Andrew’s first 
collaborative venture with Epiphany—the Sunshine Café breakfast program two years ago—
through to last year’s launch of the Epiphany Explorers 4-H program. (4-H is back on Monday after-
noons this year, joined by our new Friday afternoon UpBeat Choir sessions.) The building work at 
the Newport church, from removing the pews, to staining repaired woodwork and washing walls, 
to assembling chairs: that has involved many faithful St. Andrew’s folks as well. And, as we’ve     
already seen, Saturday worship at Epiphany will draw St. Andrew’s people from time to time, and 
that’s a very good thing. That’s one of the ways that we can continue to support and nurture   
Epiphany’s renewal.  

When Bishop Rob preached at Epiphany on Saturday, August 26—on the moment in Matthew’s 
Gospel where Peter calls Jesus “the Messiah, the Son of the living God”—he reminded us that we 
worship a living God, and that very fact calls us outward and upward, into growth and movement 
and change.          Continued on following page . . . 

  

The Missioner’s Musing:  
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Our next visit to the Friendly Kitchen is planned for Friday, September 22.  We are learning how to 
continue in this ministry as we respond to significant   changes to the preparation and cooking of 
meals.  By order of the Concord Board of Health, all food served at the Friendly Kitchen must be 
prepared in the Friendly Kitchen’s kitchen or in a     licensed facility.  We can obtain food from their 
freezer and pantry to plan a menu and with that as a start will request our parishioners to donate 
specific ingredients to be prepared and cooked there.     

Watch for a signup sheet and more information in the Sunday bulletins.  

 Outreach Corner 

Help Re-Stock the KLS   
Community Food Pantry 

September:  Canned Fruit 

October: Large Juice (especially low sugar and 100% juice) 

Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf and instant),  peanut butter and  
jelly, cake and brownie mixes and monetary donations are always welcome. 

Mark your calendars for our fall season start-up of the Crafty      
Critters of St. Andrew's: Tuesday, September 5.  We will be working 
on projects for the St. Nicholas Fair in December.  We meet in the 
church Parish Hall from 9:30 to 11:30 each Tuesday morning. 

We welcome one and all.  If you are not sure who we are or what 
we do please come by for coffee (or tea) and see what is going on.  If 
you have an idea for a craft project we would love to hear about 
it.  We are always looking for new and different items to make and 
we   welcome new members. 

If you have any questions contact Rosie Best or Barbara Smith.  

Missioner’s Musing, continued - 

That’s precisely the path that Epiphany has chosen. The renewal underway there is an experiment 
in unbinding “church,” and letting it grow. Epiphany is small, and that makes it easier to be nim-
ble, and to adapt and respond to where the Spirit is calling us. There will be much for St. Andrew’s 
to learn from the experiments in worship and mission there. So I invite you to stay tuned, to stay 
curious, and to listen to your own call to be part of what God is up to our whole neighborhood.  —
Kelly+ 
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River of Life Pilgrimage 

 As soon as I read about the River of Life Pilgrimage in E-News from the Episcopal Diocese of 
New Hampshire in February, I knew it was something I wanted to do, was meant to do, was called 
to do.  
 The River of Life was a 40-day, 410-mile pilgrimage on the Connecticut River, organized and 
sponsored by the Episcopal dioceses of the six New England states. The program was the inspira-
tion of our own bishop Robert Hirschfeld. The pilgrimage began May 31 in the headwaters river at 
New Hampshire’s Fourth Connecticut Lake at the Canadian border. It ended July 9 in Connecticut, 
where the river flows into Long Island Sound. I was accepted as a pilgrim for June 22-24, a 35-mile 
segment from Springfield to Brattleboro, Vermont.   
 The pilgrimage took place within a framework of liturgy. The pilgrimage prayer book, River 
of Life: 40 Days of Prayer, provided simple liturgies for morning, midday and evening prayer for 
each day of the pilgrimage, reflecting the spiritual theme of each week. Each liturgy included a 20-
minute silence, after which we closed with the Lord’s Prayer. The 250-page prayer book also in-
cluded creation centered hymns and songs, litanies of the river and a blessing for the pilgrimage. 
 My group gathered the evening before our first day on the river at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Springfield, Vermont. The small parish provided a robust pot luck dinner.  We were   
invited to make ourselves comfortable anywhere in the church overnight, but most of us pitched 
our tents under the pines on the grounds of the church. That evening we celebrated a ritual of   
welcome of new paddlers and offered our first evening prayer together. My companions on the 
way included Bishop Rob and his daughter Cora; Bishop Tom (Vermont) and his wife; a priest 
from the Diocese of Western Mass and his wife; a seminarian and a rabbi. Our outstanding guides 
were Mark and Lisa. With us throughout, though not on the river, were support staff Jo and Alex.  
 We began each day in functional silence, with no conversation unless there were a question 
to be answered or a problem to be solved. It was so special to be joined by St. Andrew’s day      
paddlers Jay and Toby MacLeod, Lisa and Kate Kelly, Keith Thomas and Mary Eysenbach at 
Hoyt’s Landing, where we celebrated morning prayer together.  
 Our first hour on the river each day was paddled in silence; the silence was broken when 
Lisa began to sing in her clear, lovely voice: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We joined our voices with hers. Depending on how far apart we were on the wide river, it could 
take several verses for the song to spread to all pilgrims.  
 We had lunch at Herrick’s Cove, relaxed – some swam -- then celebrated midday prayer and 
returned to the river. We said our goodbyes to the St. Andrew’s day paddlers at Bellows Falls and 
went to Immanuel Episcopal Church for the evening. We enjoyed the comfort of the adjacent       
retreat house. Evening prayer was a Celtic liturgy. 
 Our second day on the river took us to Windyhurst Campsite, with river access only. We 
pitched our tents and, with rain expected, raised a tarp over the picnic table with clever use of  
paddles as stakes. It was Friday, and for evening prayer our rabbi led us in a Sabbath service. 

Continued on p. 11 . . . 
 

 

The River is flowing   
Flowing and growing 
The River is flowing 
Down to the Sea. 
 

Mother Earth carry me (Sister Wind, Holy 
Spirit, Living Water) 

Your Child I will always be 
Mother Earth carry me 
Down to the Sea. 
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River of Life Pilgrimage, continued - 
 It did rain during the night, so we got off to a damp, muddy start the next morning. The third 
day was our longest paddle – 15 miles. Before we reached our final take out at Retreat Meadows in 
Brattleboro, we stopped at a clearing for a closing ceremony. The ritual included a blessing for the 
paddlers stepping out of the circle of pilgrimage as well as a blessing for the paddlers, our guides 
Mark and Lisa, who would remain in the circle for the next segment of the pilgrimage.  
 On July 9, I drove to Old Saybrook, Connecticut for the closure of the pilgrimage on the 
grounds of Grace Episcopal Church. We welcomed the paddlers who completed the 40th and final 
day, including Bishop Rob. There were some formal acknowledgements, gifts of appreciation, and 
each paddler was invited to share one highlight of the pilgrimage – deeply moving. We closed the 
evening and the River of Life Pilgrimage with evening prayer for Day 40. 
 I acknowledge with thanksgiving and gratitude the planning and preparation committed to 
the development of the River of Life Pilgrimage. The spiritual framework was rich and the complex 
logistics were beautifully executed. I am so thankful that I could participate in this adventure of 
faith. 
 I experienced an extraordinary moment on the morning of our last day on the river. We   
started paddling in a light rain and a stiff wind. It was overcast and the river was very choppy. 
Then the rain stopped. The sky cleared. The wind stilled. The water became mirror calm. The sky 
and clouds were perfectly reflected in the water. There came a moment when I could no longer see 
the water. I stopped paddling. I was suspended in time and space, with heaven above me and  
heaven beneath me. I was held in God’s embrace and heard His voice: 

I am here 
And you are mine 

—Brenda Tirrell 

 

Above —Brenda Tirrell  

with Bishop Rob (left) and Rector Jay 

Below—Day paddlers from St. Andrew’s with Brenda: 

Lisa, Kate, Jay, Toby, Keith, Mary  
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Parish Office 
Office 603-526-6344 

Fax 603-526-8623 

Email     standrews-
church@tds.net 
 

Rector 

   The Rev. Jay MacLeod 

Curate 

   The Rev. Kelly Sundberg Seaman 

Director of Music 

 David Almond 

Director of Music for Children and 

Youth 

Nicole Densmore 

Verger 

 Anne Hall 

Parish Administrator 

   Shelly Boucher 

Resident Clergy 

 The Rev. Patricia Harris 

    The Rev. Canon Jim Ransom 

    The Rev. Kathleen Rusnak 

The Rev. Leslie Smith 

The Rev. Charlie Tirrell 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New London, NH 

P.O. Box 294 

52 Gould Road, 

New London, NH 03257                                                                                                       

The Vestry 
Wardens 

Becky Rylander (expires Jan. 
2018) 

Bruce Avery (expires Jan. 2019) 

Treasurer 

Peter Ruth (expires Jan. 2019) 

 
Vestry Members 

Term Expires Jan. 2018 

Marni Eaton, Clerk 

Judy Wallace 

Ellen Yenawine 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Expires Jan. 2019 

Mark Kellett 

Lisa Kelly 

Barbara Smith 

 

Term Expires Jan. 2020 

Harvey Best 

Joe Daly 

Greg Vogt 

Committee Chairpersons 
 
Altar Guild 
Judy Ackroyd 
Rosie Best 

 
Buildings & Grounds 
Lyman Smith 

 
Craft Group 
Rosie Best 
Barbara Smith 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Anne Hall 

 
Finance & Investments 
Peter Ruth 
 

Newsletter 
Alice Perry – Editor 

 
Outreach 
Becky Rylander 

 
Stewardship  
Morris and Jeanne Edwards 


