ST. ANDREW’S

NETWORK NEWS

PAGE 1

NETWORK NEWS
ST. ANDREW’S

January—February 2019

Jay’s Say:
Our Christmas Season continues until Candlemas
on 2 February. Candlemas is the ancient name given to the Feast of
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. Forty days after Jesus was
born, Mary and Joseph took him up to the Temple, so Mary could
be purified and Jesus could be presented.
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In the Temple was an old man named Simeon, watching and waiting, yearning for the Messiah. As Simeon takes the baby Jesus in his
arms, the Old and New Covenants meet.

Simeon was steeped in the old, organized religion. And yet he is
totally concerned for the future, the ‘consolation’ of Israel. His gaze
6-7 is ever forward, and his devotion does not bring religious satisfaction but hunger and thirst for deliverance.
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This old man takes Jesus in his arms, and sings the Nunc Dimittis:
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Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace, according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people;
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
-- Luke 2.29-32
In the Eucharist of Candlemas we too hold Christ in our hands and
raise our voices in the Song of Simeon. And what we sing with our
lips we are to show forth in our lives.
The candles we carry remind us of our awesome calling. It is
through us that the radiance of Christ’s glory may shine in all the
world.
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Parish Updates
Parish Birthdays

Funeral
1 December
Richard Coleman Haines

Phyllis (Fifi) Mitchell and Patricia
Goodwin meet up at St. Andrew’s at
9 AM on Tuesdays and Thursdays to
say Morning Prayer together from the
Book of Common Prayer. Both Pat and
Fifi will be away for periods in
January and February but will resume
Morning Prayer during Lent.
Especially if Midday Prayer is inconvenient for you, please consider
joining Fifi and Pat at 9 am on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7 March
onward.

The Outreach Commission meets the first
Thursday of each month at 2 PM to
receive and consider suggestions for
our Last Sunday offering. We have agreed
that our efforts should be focused on
humanitarian needs, both domestic and
international; and we welcome suggestions from parishioners. We ask that you
provide information about the mission of
the organization, its experience in fulfilling that mission, its finances and taxexempt status, the website address and
other information which you think would
be pertinent to our discussion. Committee
members are Harvey Best, Janet Miller
Haines, Elizabeth Lowell, Becky Rylander,
Greg Vogt, and Karen Zurheide. Their
contact information is in the 2018 St.
Andrew's Parish Directory.
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Music & Memory, with about 20 parishioners and
community members, walked from church to Woodcrest Village before Christmas to sing favorite
Christmas carols for residents. Music & Memory
meets every Wednesday from 10 to 11:30 AM as an
opportunity for persons with memory issues and their
caregivers to sing and socialize. Visit us on Facebook
at https://www.facebook.com/Standrewsnl/ to see
photos of the Christmas sing-along and plan to join us
on Wednesdays throughout the year to sing wellloved and familiar songs from school days to love
songs, from patriotic ones to those from shows and
movies . . . and more.

ST. ANDREW’S

NETWORK NEWS

PAGE 3

Thanks to a generous grant from the Mission Resource Committee of the Diocese of New Hampshire, Epiphany Church and St. Andrew’s will be developing a Messy Church program for families in the New Year. Messy Church
was first developed by the Lucy Moore and the Bible Reading Fellowship in
the UK more than ten years ago as a way to engage children and young families in church. This model has been incredibly successful and today there are
more than 4,000 communities using the Messy Church model in more than 30 countries.
Though it might not look like the church you know, Messy Church is based on the same traditions
as our weekly services. There is time of welcoming, of sharing and celebrating and joining together
in the presence of God. Instead of a sermon, the lesson is re-imagined through creative activities
and games centered on a common bible story. There will be activities to appeal to all ages, arts and
crafts for the little ones, games and collaborative art for the older kids, and even some engineering
challenges and kitchen science for those that prefer more hands on play.
During the celebration portion we will come together to celebrate what we have made, to listen to
the story, to give thanks for God, and to join together in prayer. It is our hope to offer Holy Communion as well. And after our celebration, volunteers, children, caregivers, worshippers young
and old will sit down together to eat a meal, giving us the opportunity to get to know each other, to
share stories and ideas, make connections about our messy lives, and in the process we might just
encounter Christ in the other, and this is what Messy Church is all about.
How can you get involved? Join us at Messy Church, and invite a friend or neighbor, young or old
to come along. Volunteer, join the Messy Church team and help plan the activities, prepare a meal,
or be part of the hospitality team. And finally, please pray for us.
ADULT STUDY IN JANUARY with Kathleen Rusnak
Sundays, 13 and 20 January, following the 10 AM service.
On our pilgrimage to Israel, we visited the Israel Museum in Jerusalem to see the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) and to learn about the Jewish
sect who lived there, wrote them, and hid them in caves (66 CE—
68 CE).
We then walked on the corridor that connected the DSS to a spectacular model of the city of Jerusalem as it was in 66 CE, at the height of
its glory, right before its destruction in 70 CE.
Placing these two sites together by a corridor in the museum’s de- Above, vessels in which the Dead
sign is to have its visitors connect these two sites in the Jewish his- Sea Scrolls were hidden in caves.
tory of the period and in the ministry of Jesus.
Below, caves at Qumran where
Two questions come to mind:
scrolls were discovered.
1. What does the model tell us about the different sects that comprised Jewish society during the time of Jesus, and of the social,
economic and political elite in the city who were wealthy and
corrupt?
2. What do the DSS and the Dead Sea Jewish sect further reflect
about life in Jerusalem during Jesus’s time, and how have the
scrolls influenced Christianity since their find in 1947.
Join us as we take a brief look at the world in which Jesus lived
and what influences shaped his theology and ministry.
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead
Turning Points Network (turningpointsnetwork.org) on 27 January
Please join fellow parishioners on 27 January in donating to Turning Points Network (TPN) through
our Last Sunday offering. With offices in Claremont and Newport, 40-year-old TPN provides crucial
services to residents of Sullivan County (which includes our neighboring towns of Grantham,
Springfield and Sunapee). Its mission is “…to enhance the safety and well-being of victims and survivors of domestic and sexual abuse and stalking through empowerment and advocacy; to create a
community responsive to all victims and survivors through education, outreach and accountability;
and to empower the community to establish a safer culture.”
Domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking can happen to anyone of any race, age, gender,
sexual orientation or religion. While most of TPN’s clients are of low-to-moderate income, the
traumas it addresses can affect people of all socioeconomic backgrounds and education levels.
TPN provides any victims and survivors of domestic abuse, sexual abuse, and/or stalking with
direct free services including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

24-hour crisis and support line
Emergency shelter in undisclosed location and safe home network
Peer support counseling
Support groups
Advocacy with court, legal, medical and social service agencies
Information and referrals

TPN’s vital court advocacy services in Newport also apply to some residents of Merrimack County,
including those from New London and surroundings.
In addition to such direct services for those in need, education geared toward prevention is a key
component of TPN’s services, in an effort to reduce the staggering numbers of perpetrators, victims
and survivors of the traumas it addresses.
Enhancing the work of its small staff, TPN relies on more than 60 trained volunteers, which it
utilizes in many ways, including to answer its crisis line from their homes, to help in the office, to be
court advocates, to provide childcare, to help with maintenance projects and to staff its Changes
Thrift Store in downtown Claremont.
A well-established, stable organization, with Executive Director Deborah Mozden having been at
the helm for 33 years, TPN is nevertheless always in need of charitable gifts. About half of its
$900,000 annual budget is from government grants. Several private grants are also secured each
year, leaving $250,000 to $300,000 that must be raised in other donations annually, with the Steppin’
Up to End Violence walk generating some of those funds.
Your contribution in support of the mission of TPN through our Last Sunday offering on 27 January
will be doubled by way of a matching gift from a generous anonymous parishioner. Thank you in
advance for your participation. — Karen Zurheide
Additional information on these organizations will follow in January and February bulletins and announcements. You may also visit their websites or contact a member of the Outreach Commission to learn more.
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead
Holy Land Institute for the Deaf and Deaf-Blind (HLID) on 24 February
Your friends on November’s pilgrimage to the Holy Land were pleased to be able to visit the Holy
Land Institute for the Deaf (HLID) in Jordan. With their enthusiastic endorsement, the Outreach
Commission has chosen that organization to be the recipient of our Last Sunday matched donation
in February.
On its website (holyland-deaf.org) HLID — part of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem — articulates
its mission like this:
The Holy Land Institute for the Deaf seeks to enable deaf, hard-of-hearing and deaf-blind
children, as well as people with other sensory and physical disabilities, for inclusion and
participation in their families and communities in a meaningful way, and to make their
valuable contribution to civic society in the Middle East.
To do this, the Institute:
•

Runs a residential school in Salt, Jordan

•

Runs a center for children with disabilities in the Syrian refugee camp in northwest Jordan

•

Provides audiology services for the poorer population

HLID provides standard education as well as some vocational training (woodworking, weaving,
needlework, pottery, etc.) to about 140 students ranging in age from 3 to 20, 120 of whom live at the
school. About 10 are blind as well as deaf. Many of the students go on to higher education and
some return to work at the school after obtaining degrees in special education.
While at the school, our friends saw bright classrooms filled with
happy, active, and friendly students. They were honored to have
lunch with the students and play with them a bit on the playground. Some of them purchased
colorful handicrafts in HLID’s small
store. Too soon, it was time to leave!
All of these services require a healthy budget, of course. The budget
stands at close to $1,000,000 per year, and we understand that funding
is always an issue. As part of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem (EDJ),
the institute receives some funding from that quarter as well as donations from others. Our donation will flow through the American Friends of EDJ. We know that the
school would benefit from additional electronic white boards to streamline teaching, but we will
leave it to them to use the funds as most needed.
Please be sure to check out the informative HLID website at holyland-deaf.org to learn more. Let us
know if you have questions and watch for more information in February’s Sunday bulletins.
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The Wardens’ Words:
For Episcopal priests, sabbaticals provide the opportunity for them to renew their relationship with
Jesus in an environment free of the responsibilities and daily pressures of serving and leading their
parishes. Taken once every five to seven years, this three-month period of time has proven invaluable to priests and ultimately their parishes.
There is a growing recognition that priests’ sabbaticals can also provide a unique opportunity for
church members to likewise renew their relationship with Jesus.
Bishop Rob calls this opportunity “Renewing the Faithful.” This theme speaks to how we renew
and refresh our relationship with Jesus Christ. By Renewing the Faithful we mean how will we
once again commit to being disciples of Jesus, learners and students of the rabbi Jesus, as a way to
focus on our own renewal and discipleship.
In this spirit, we will be running “Five Marks of Love” during Lent. This program is similar to our
efforts last year with “Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John.” Information about the new program
can be found at https://www.ssje.org/monasticwisdom/#everyday. [Note: scroll down, beneath
Twelve Days of Christmas, on the right.]
This six-week journey of reflection on the Anglican Marks of Mission offers a unique opportunity to
observe and reflect on the ways in which the Divine Life expresses itself in and through us; individually, and in our faith communities, as well as in the world around us. Each week we will explore
the Anglican Marks of Mission (Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform and Treasure) through videos,
questions, and exercises designed to help us speak more clearly and act truthfully, motivated
always by hearts marked by God’s love. — Marni Eaton and Bruce Avery

►▼◄
Jay’s Sabbatical
My refresher leave will focus on the prophet Elijah. The biblical narratives about Elijah lead us
straight into a thicket of issues: religious commitment and conflict, the nature of truth and the limits
of tolerance, cycles of violence and victimhood, the link between fear and fundamentalism, and the
tendency toward religious exclusivism and extremism. Elijah’s story also illuminates the human
heart — its fear and frailty and its need for God’s healing grace.
Elijah’s formative experiences took place atop Mounts Carmel and Horeb (Sinai) and in the desert in
between. The first three weeks of my sabbatical will be spent in Colorado where I’ll have access to
academic libraries and Jewish scholars in Denver and Boulder. This will be a period of Lenten study,
but it won’t be all self-denial. I believe there might be a few ski hills in the vicinity as well!
After a month back in Wilmot, I’ll spend Holy Week in Santa Fe as a guest of the Society of Friends
(Quakers) while attending services at Holy Faith Episcopal Church. It’s a rare treat for a priest to be
immersed in the final week of Christ’s life without the responsibility of leading worship.
Ten days will be spent on silent retreat at the Monastery of Christ in the Desert in Abiquiu, New
Mexico. This Roman Catholic Benedictine community is located in the Chama Canyon wilderness in
northwestern New Mexico. Positioned many miles down a dirt road and surrounded by miles of
government-protected wilderness, the monastery is off the grid — without electricity and devoid of
the distractions of our technological devices. (Continued on p. 7)
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LENT OFFERING AT ST. ANDREW’S
with the Society of St. John the Evangelist and Virginia Theological Seminary
This six-week series invites us to observe and reflect on the ways in which the Divine Life expresses
itself in and through us; individually and in our faith communities, as well as in the world around
us. All adult church members are invited to join a small group that meets once a week during Lent.
Young people will focus on a different curriculum called “Growing a Rule of Life.”
Groups will begin meeting on Sunday, 3 March. Participants will sign up to receive a short daily
video and can download a workbook. Through conversation and activities, the small groups will
examine and reflect on the ways in which God’s life and God’s mission express themselves in and
through us.
Week 1

begins 3 March

Introduction: Marks of Love

Week 2

begins 10 March

The First Mark of Love: TELL

Week 3

begins 17 March

The Second Mark of Love: TEACH

Week 4

begins 24 March

The Third Mark of Love: TEND

Week 5

begins 31 March

The Fourth Mark of Love: TRANSFORM

Week 6

begins 7 April

The Fifth Mark of Love: TREASURE

Sign up for a small group on the table in the hallway to the Parish Hall or email Shelly at email
office@standrewsnl.org. Access course resources at ssje.org/5marksoflove/

►▼◄
Jay’s Sabbatical, continued
I hope that March, April and May will be a time of spiritual renewal, both for me and for St.
Andrew’s. Lenten small groups, Holy Week services, and sermons by a series of visiting clergy will
give church members a chance to go more deeply into God.
As it happens, the Old Testament Lessons for the Sundays after Pentecost (9 June) are all about
Elijah. This summer we’ll accompany Elijah from the mountaintop, down into the desert of despair,
and into the divine presence with the sound of a still, small voice — or is it the sound of sheer
silence?
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Workshop & Big Sing
with Jorge Lockwood
of Music That Makes Community

What: Singing workshop & community sing
When: Friday, 8 February, 9:30 - 4:30
Where: Epiphany Episcopal Church
2 Cedar Street, Newport, NH 03773
For:
Cost:

Music & worship leaders
$70 includes lunch & materials
($35 for people on low incomes and
congregations in tough straits)

By:
Music That Makes Community
Contact:Paul Vasile 929.266.4662
(paul@musicthatmakescommunity.org)

What to expect
Participants will learn paperless techniques to
enable congregational singing with an emphasis on
music from the world church that connects with
youngsters. We’ll conclude with a communitywide Big Sing to enliven the spirit and remind us
that we belong to God and each other.
The workshop is made possible, in part, by a Vital
Worship Grant from the Calvin Institute of
Christian Worship, Grand Rapids, Michigan, with
funds provided by Lilly Endowment Inc.

YouthOnMain (YOM) is an interdenominational initiative serving the Lake Sunapee area middleschool youth of all faiths seeking ways to connect with peers. Leaders include Lynn Wenger,
Teresa Jackson, and Ellen Yenawine. This initiative is supported by local churches including
St. Andrew’s. To sign up your 6th-8th-grader or for more information contact Ellen Yenawine.
YOM is a program designed to nurture faith, hope, and charity, build strong peer relationships, encourage mutual respect, civility and generosity, and provide service to the community as
well as to provide activities that are fun and inspirational for our middle-schoolers and their friends
on the second Saturday of each month. Details will be confirmed each month, published in the
Kearsarge Shopper, and sent via email. Please RSVP and bring a friend. — Ellen Yenawine
January 12:

February 9:

Ben Kilham. Come hear the “Bear Whisperer”
from Lyme, NH

Join Alli from Allioops to make a flower
arrangement or create a terrarium as a gift
for an older friend or relative

Where: St. Andrew’s New London
When: 6:30-8:30 pm in the Parish Hall

Where: Our Lady of Fatima, New London
Time to be announced
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Voices in Counterpoint
Dear Friends,
At Eucharist on Christmas Day, Padre Jay told the assembled congregation that this was my sixtieth
consecutive Christmas as an organist and choir director. Hearing those words gave me pause. They
echo in my head even now. I am thinking back to the beginning of the career God has given to me.
Yes, this meaningful vocation is a gift from God, and I give thanks that I am still able in mind and
body to grow in this calling.
I remember my first Christmas on the organ bench. Bolton, Connecticut, 1959. I had inherited the
position of organist and choir director through my predecessor, a high school friend, scholar and
musician. Bolton Congregational Church was a lovely church at the center of the old town. Like
many a New England Congregational church, it sat on the green, adjacent to the town hall. It was a
fine place to begin my work.
The pastor, the Rev. Theodore Chandler and his wife, Audrey, lived in the parsonage next door to
the church. I spent many happy hours there, working and planning worship with Ted, and sharing
tasty meals and fellowship. Ted and the congregation had developed a sort of apprenticeship plan
for young musicians. They nurtured high school age people who were exploring the possibility of
becoming church musicians. I was a likely candidate, having already played as a substitute organist
in area churches.
That first Christmas in my new job was very exciting. The choir and I prepared a short cantata for
Christmas Eve. The Christmas Story by a contemporary German composer, Johannes Petzold (19121985), had been published in an English translation in 1959. It was an ideal first cantata for a small
village choir of sopranos, altos and unison male voices. A dear friend from high school, Roberta
(Bobbi) Johns, played the flute obbligato, and individuals from the choir sang the short narrative
solos. I still love that little work, and some Christmas, we’ll sing it at St. Andrew’s with Nicole
playing.
Christmas, 1960, Bobbi was back with us again, this time with her father Robert Johns. Bob also
played flute, and I persuaded them to help us prepare another little cantata. In dulci jubilo is a lovely
work for small choir with two obbligato instruments and organ. Composed by Dieterich Buxtehude
(1637-1707), this charming piece from the Baroque era provided just the right challenge for our small
choir. It is based on the familiar medieval carol we sing, “Good Christian friends, rejoice” (The
Hymnal 1982, No. 107). This is also a tune we sing each Sunday this time of year. The opening and
closing sections of Philip Ledger’s A Christmas Gloria are based on the tune, In dulci jubilo.
Bob Johns was also a bass player, and played for decades in the Hartford Symphony Orchestra. He
was my “go to” bassist for years, anchoring ensembles for many Christmases to come as well as
orchestras for Bach cantatas and The Saint John Passion. When I began my 26-year tenure as Director
of Music at Concordia Lutheran Church in Manchester in 1963, Bob and Bobbi were on hand again
to reprise the little Buxtehude cantata with the Concordia Choir. You can tell that I was already
being musically “catechized” to become a Lutheran.
Voices continues on p. 10
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Getting to Know Us
We continue to profile vestry members. Please see next page for another member, and subsequent issues for additional
bios, or our website at https://www.standrewsnl.org/newsletters.html for back issues you might have missed. Please
contact any one of us (identified on the back page) with your questions or concerns about life at St. Andrew’s.

Joe Daly is entering the third year of his term on the vestry that began in 2017,
having joined the congregation in 2012. Here he describes the great pleasure he has
taken in serving St. Andrew’s in many ways beyond his service on the vestry.
I was born in Boston and raised by two wonderful adoptive parents in a
small city south of Boston. I attended a Catholic High School in Boston and
then graduated from Boston College. In the summer of 1968 I met Peggy
and we married three years later.
When I discovered that my liberal arts degree provided me with few marketable skills, I enrolled in Law School. After graduation and admittance to the bar I set up a solo
practice in Boston and later on the South shore. After handling mostly criminal cases for eight
years, I decided to find more reputable clients and went to work for the State of Massachusetts as a
labor relations attorney. After 20 years with the government I became a neutral labor arbitrator for
the ensuing 22 years. For most of that time Peggy was a primary school teacher, her career lasting
36 years. We have one son, who is retired from the Army. When he was growing up we often vacationed in the Lake Sunapee
Region, renting cottages on Lake Todd and Mountain View Lake,
and loved the area so much that we decided that when we retired, we would move here. That plan
was realized in 2006 when we moved to Warner.
In 2012 our good friends Janet and Chris Heyl introduced us to Saint Andrew’s Church, and we’ve
been here ever since. The church has become an important part of our life in retirement. I was formally received into the Episcopal Church in 2016 by Bishop Rob and Padre Jay. I have had the
pleasure of serving as a lector and usher, helping with the summer fairs and the Friendly Kitchen,
grilling fabulous burgers and dogs for our young visitors from Phillips Brooks, assisting Chef Heyl
with the Men’s Breakfasts, participating in the foyer dinners, and going on the wonderful retreat to
Iona, Scotland, several years ago.
Beyond St. Andrew’s, I still occasionally arbitrate labor and employment disputes, and ski at Mount
Sunapee whenever the sky is blue and the sun is shining. Come to think of it, those words aptly
describe what I think we all feel whenever we engage with others in the St. Andrew’s community:
The sun is always shining, and the sky is always blue!!
Voices continued from p. 9
Ah, the memories. I don’t really know who reads these bi-monthly musings, but I hope you will
indulge me as I reminisce over the next year about the friends, churches, choirs and pastors that
have inspired and supported me in the Gift of this vocation.
Peace, Love, Hope, Joy, and Harmony,
David
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Getting to Know Us
A New Hampshire native, Lin Potter has for several years coordinated our Meals to the Rescue program and
completes her first year on the vestry this month. She and her family are grateful for the support provided by
St. Andrew’s in difficult times.
I grew up in Enfield, New Hampshire and was an active member of
St. Helena's Catholic Church Youth Group.
I went to Keene State College, graduating in 1988. After Keene I
worked for a short time in several drug and alcohol facilities and then settled into a position as a medical assistant for ten years. I then worked for
another ten years in medical billing and insurance collections. Now I am a
paraprofessional at New London Elementary School which I thoroughly
enjoy.
Greg and I married in 2000 and moved to New London in 2002, one
week before Emmy was born. In 2005 Katie was born and made our family
complete.
I was raised Catholic and Greg was raised Baptist. After visiting
several churches we felt that St. Andrew’s was where we wanted to be. We felt very welcomed at
St. Andrew’s. Emmy and Katie were both baptized at St. Andrew’s and they both consider it home.
They enjoy Sunday school, serving as acolytes, and participating in their youth groups.
I have taught Sunday school and coordinate Meals to the Rescue, providing meals to parishioners who are ill or otherwise need help. I am also on altar guild, and this summer helped in Newport preparing the living space there.
In 2008 our family went through a very scary time when Greg was in Boston needing a heart
transplant. I do not know how we would have gotten through that without St. Andrew’s. I really
felt that St. Andrew’s carried us and continues to carry us, and for that we are forever grateful.

Reel and Novel Theology
Please join us when we resume in January.
9 January (Wednesday)— Shoes of the Fisherman (reel)
13 February (Wednesday) — East of Eden (book)
Additional suggestions for discussion are always welcome. Please keep in mind that the titles we
choose — book or film — are meant to shape our understanding of ideas like love, compassion,
forgiveness, redemption; in other words, those markers we encounter in following Christ.

MARK YOUR CALENDERS--- Tuesday Morning Craft Group — aka Crafty Critters —
resumes on 12 February at 9:30 AM. Bring your ideas, a craft project in progress or just your
curiosity. We have refreshments, conversation and project suggestions for you as well.— Barbara
Smith
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Sunday School
Through Sunday-school lessons and activities in Advent we practiced waiting expectantly for the
coming of our Savior, preparing our hearts to receive him, and identifying ways we can each act in
love to honor him. On Sunday, 6 January we celebrate Epiphany. Our Pageant at 10 o’clock
provides a part for any child that cares to attend. Turn up at 9:30 to get first pick of parts and
costumes!
Our usual church school pattern is to have All-age Worship on the first Sunday of each month,
including children and families in all aspects of the service. Sunday school classes are held on the
remaining Sundays. Nicole Densmore, our Director of Youth Music, often shares a song with the
children at the start of Sunday school.
Our younger class is composed of children in kindergarten through third grade, while the older
group includes children from fourth grade up and any children not yet confirmed. We have excellent, experienced teachers on board for both groups. The children in 7th and 8th grades who are not
yet confirmed are encouraged to join the older class or help out with the younger children as
“shepherds in training.” We use the Whirl curriculum materials, which are relevant for all ages and
focus on applying faith in daily life as well addressing the questions and challenges that arise in our
Christian formation.
We have an urgent need for teachers and shepherds. Shepherds are not responsible for lessons but
support the teachers and provide extra hands in the classroom. The kids are wonderful; collaborating with them is lots of fun! We will be happy to mentor teachers; the curriculum is easy to follow
and administer. If you feel the tug, even slightly, to teach
Please also see p. 8 for information about
or shepherd, please get in touch with Ellen Yenawine.
“Youth on Main.”
Faith Adventures
Faith Adventures is our ecumenical middle-school youth group for kids in 6th-8th grade. Our leaders
include Steve and Nancy Allenby, Cindy Johnson, Jeff Maguire, and
Ellen and Gardner Yenawine. Please contact Ellen Yenawine if your
child is interested in joining us. We are also encouraging our youth
group members to bring friends with them!
On 18 November we met at St. Andrew’s for Thanksgiving Jeopardy and
a Christmas cookie bake-off (left).
On 16 December we gathered for
caroling and cookie delivery at
Bittersweet. We caroled through the halls, and residents either
came to the door and sang with us or came out and joined our
procession to other residents (right). Afterward, we returned to
St. Andrew’s for hot cocoa and a challenging Christmas quiz.
Other upcoming events include:
Water Aerobics Fun: Sunday, 20 January from 12:45 – 2:45 at Colby-Sawyer’s Hogan Sports Center.
Movie Night: Tentative date Saturday, 23 February from 6:30-9 at St. Andrew’s.
—Ellen Yenawine
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High School Youth Group Happenings
Our high school students are a busy bunch. This past fall alone, they played soccer and field hockey and ran cross country. They held down jobs, participated in the school play, played in the band
and sang in the choir. They went on CLIMB trips and to the SPLASH program at MIT. They did all
of this while taking some mighty challenging classes and making time for family and friends.
Despite all of the things demanding their time and attention, these amazing young folks showed
up in a big way to support their church community over the past two months as well. In November, they spent a Saturday morning helping to assemble
Thanksgiving baskets for their Kearsarge neighbors in need,
and a Sunday afternoon helping Hal Liberty assemble toys to
be distributed at the annual Convention. In December, they
joined their church community at the St. Nicholas Fair (right)
where they decorated cookies with the little ones, ran a booth
selling soaps to raise funds for Navajoland, and helped out in
the kitchen and with the sales tables. They also organized a
warm clothing drive in support of the Homeless Memorial
Vigil in Newport, to which our congregation responded in an
astoundingly generous way (below). Yup, I’m pretty proud of
our youth – and very inspired.

After a bit of a well-deserved rest over the Christmas break, we are super excited to kick off the
New Year with an Explorations workshop with Ellen Yenawine! Ellen’s unwavering commitment
to our youth is such a blessing, and we are truly grateful.
We are also truly grateful to the very generous member of our congregation who recently donated
a brand new smart TV to the youth group room (aka the Cave). A very heartfelt thank you from all
of us!
And one more thank you – to the younger siblings who volunteered their time and energy to help
with Thanksgiving baskets and the St. Nicholas Fair. Kylin, Katie and Jenna – you guys rock!
If you are curious about Youth Group, feel free to come visit us in the Cave any Sunday during
youth group from 11:30-1:00. If you are interested in learning more or just chatting about the wonderful things going on with this amazing bunch of young folks, please feel free to contact Lisa or
Billy Kelly.
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Opportunities to Participate in Parish Life— by Anne Hall
There are many activities at St. Andrew’s in which you may enjoy the company of others. Some of
them are listed below with a contact identified for additional information. (Contact information can
be found in the church directory.)
Singles Dinners: An informal group meets occasionally for dinner either at a home or at a
restaurant. Contact Diane Caldwell.
Men’s Breakfast: Saturday morning breakfast in the Parish Hall for men and boys, held monthly,
usually on the third Saturday but watch for announcements Contact Chris Heyl.
Buildings and Grounds: Oversees contracts, performs some maintenance, and works with service
providers as necessary to keep the building in good repair. In-house expertise is always valued.
Contact Harvey Best.
Foyer Dinners: Small groups of parishioners dine together periodically to get to know each other
better. Groups are remixed annually. Contact Janie Webster.
Crafty Critters: Our craft group gathers on most Tuesday mornings to enjoy socializing and to
work on items to sell at the two fairs: Summer [July] and St. Nicholas [December]. Contact Barbara
Smith or Rosie Best
Coffee Hour: You are invited to enjoy refreshments and each other’s company following each
Sunday service. Contact Gail Goddard.
Choir: The group leads us in song each 10 AM Sunday Service and other special occasions. Practice
is at 7:30 PM on Thursdays during the school year and just before the service the remainder of the
year. Contact David Almond, Music Director.
Altar Guild: The group prepares the altar for services and cares for the linens and items used
during services. Contact Judy Ackroyd or Rosie Best.
Education for Ministry [EfM]: The Episcopal Church’s flagship program of theological reflection is
in response to every baptized person’s call to ministry. Contact Marni Eaton or Alice Perry.
Gardens and Landscaping: Caring for the gardens and trees is made easier when many hands
participate. Contact Mary Eysenbach.
Summer Cookouts: The grill is going by 5:30 PM on Wednesdays from late June through summer
months. Everyone brings their own item to grill and a side to share and enjoys good fellowship.
Contact Becky Rylander.
As you can read, there are many activities throughout the week and year from which to choose.
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Calendar of Events
January:
6 (Sunday) - Epiphany Pageant, 10 AM
9 (Wednesday) - Reel Theology, Shoes of the Fisherman, 7 PM
13 & 20 (Sunday) - Adult study, after 10 AM service (see p. 3)
20 (Sunday) - Budget presentation, 9 AM
22 (Tuesday) - EFM resumes
25 (Friday) - Friendly Kitchen
27 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit Turning Points Network (see p. 4);
Annual Meeting, 9 AM
February
8 (Friday) - Music that Makes Community workshop
12 (Tuesday) - Crafty Critters resumes, 9:30 AM
13 (Wednesday) - Novel Theology, East of Eden, 7 PM
24 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit Holy Land Institute for the Deaf and Deaf-Blind
(see p. 5)

Monday to Friday 12 Noon Midday Prayer ▼ Mondays 6 PM Meditation
Tuesdays/Thursdays 9 AM Morning Prayer (on hiatus Jan. and Feb.)
Wednesdays 10 AM Music & Memory
Thursdays 10 AM Thursday Tots, 7 PM Choir except 6:30 PM through 3 Jan.
Saturdays 5 PM Worship at Epiphany, Newport

Help Re-Stock the KLS
Community Food Pantry
January: Canned Fruit
February: Large Juice (especially low sugar and 100% juice)
Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf and instant), peanut butter and jelly,
cake and brownie mixes and monetary donations are always welcome.

Our next visit to the Friendly Kitchen is planned for Friday, 25 January.
Watch for a sign up sheet early in the month to see how you can help feed
the hungry in Concord.
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New London, NH
P.O. Box 294
52 Gould Road,
New London, NH 03257

Parish Office
Office 603-526-6344
Fax
603-526-8623
Email
standrewschurch@tds.net

Rector
The Rev. Jay MacLeod
Director of Music
David Almond
Director of Music for Children and
Youth
Nicole Densmore
Verger
Anne Hall
Parish Administrator
Shelly Boucher
Resident Clergy
The Rev. Patricia Harris
The Rev. Canon Jim Ransom
The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Rusnak
The Rev. Leslie Smith
The Rev. Charlie Tirrell
The Rev. Dr. Katrina Wagner

The Vestry
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Marni Eaton (expires Jan. 2020)
Bruce Avery (expires Jan. 2019)
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Peter Ruth (expires Jan. 2019)

Vestry Members
Term Expires Jan. 2019
Mark Kellett
Lisa Kelly
Barbara Smith

Term Expires Jan. 2020
Harvey Best
Joe Daly
Greg Vogt
Term Expires Jan. 2021
Morris Edwards
Alice Perry, Clerk
Linda Potter
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Anne Hall

Altar Guild

Finance & Investments

Judy Ackroyd
Rosie Best

Peter Ruth

Buildings & Grounds

Alice Perry – Editor

Harvey Best

Craft Group
Rosie Best
Barbara Smith

Newsletter
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Becky Rylander

Stewardship
Morris and Jeanne Edwards

