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As much as we sang, swam and played soccer during 
UpBeat Camp, some of the most special moments 
came during our down time. Engaging the youngsters in conversation or 
overhearing them talk to each other (in the van, on the raft, around a pic-
nic table), I heard snippets of beauty and truth. Meanness, deception and 
ugliness were also on display, of course; these are young people not    
angels. Yet what is imprinted on my heart are the shining moments 
when the youngsters displayed a spontaneous generosity to each other 
that this priest is happy to call grace. I was reminded repeatedly that 
children, including those who seldom venture into a church, have a     
remarkable capacity to appreciate the mysterious and the sacred.  

UpBeat Camp sent me down to the makeshift bookshelves in our base-
ment in search of The Spiritual Life of Children by Robert Coles. My most 
inspiring Harvard professor, Dr. Coles was head of neuropsychiatric ser-
vices at a Mississippi military base in 1958. On the side he counseled chil-
dren who were desegregating schools. The target of daily protest, intimi-
dation and even death threats, the children opened up to Coles, and their 
oral histories became the core of Children of Crisis: A Study of Courage and 
Fear. He has since published eighty books.  

The Spiritual Life of Children chronicles how children forge meaning, 
wholeness and cohesion out of their sometimes chaotic lives. Coles meets 
children in living rooms and hospitals, on Israeli settlements and Hopi 
reservations, in elementary and Sunday schools, and in Pakistani and 
Bengali sections of London. He asks children challenging open-ended 
questions: What is important to you about life? Who do you think you 
are? What do you think God is like? Coles also asks them to draw God or 
some religious characters or situations. 

Jay’s Say:  

The book opens a remarkable window onto the inner lives of children. Their words, perceptions 
and images are often starkly powerful. An African-American girl just south of our state border in 
Lawrence draws God with sharply ragged and serrated teeth. God is willing to denounce drug 
dealers and gang leaders and “blow them away with a hurricane.” Her classmate draws God with a 
long, brown, tear-stained face, but the message underneath is, “Watch Out, He'll Spot You.” A   
Jewish boy of ten years sees Moses as a friend who soothes God when He's angry. A little boy in 
Tennessee says, “If there’s no God, that’s all there is, ashes.”  

The most moving parts of the book have children confronting the suffering and injustice of their 
world, especially the deaths of other children. The death of a child was for Dostoyevsky the greatest 
reason to doubt God’s existence, but for these children it is a reason to turn to God with particular 
determination. A little boy whose sister was killed in a car accident explains his faith simply: see p. 3 
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The Outreach Commission normally meets the first Thursday of each 
month (EXCEPT that we will meet on 12 September to include our mem-
bers returning from Navajoland visit) at 5 PM to receive and consider  
suggestions for our Last Sunday offering. We have agreed that our efforts 
should be focused on humanitarian needs, both domestic and  

Parish Updates 

Baptisms 

July 

Abigail Brownell Blain 

August 

Finley Elizabeth Spanos 

Jax Matthew Spanos  

 

Funerals 

July 

Dorothy Gordon 

Ann Mason Denny 

Celia Wright Hoyt 

William Daigle  

August 

Bruce Putnam 

Julie Woodger 7 

Aaron Jenkyn 11 

Sue Eaton 12 

Cecilia Kelle� 12 

Jay MacLeod 12 

Theresa Quinn 13 

Ellen Yenawine 14 

Susie Sanders 15 

Diana Seamans 15 

Kylin Frenkiewich 18 

Asher MacLeod 21 

Sally Asher 24 

Gene Hall 24 

Jared Midge� 27 

Barbara Taran.no 30 

Judy Wheeler 30 

Becky Rylander 2 

Steve Winter 2 

Shelly Boucher 3 

Elizabeth Woodley 3 

Chuck Ackroyd 6 

Pat Thornton 7 

Foster Boardman 12 

Peter Boucher 12 

Anne Pankow 12 

Dawn Rich 12 

Lea Frey 13 

Judith Oates 16 

Marjorie Forbes 17 

Aldyn Frenkiewich 19 

Judith Brown 20 

Kathi Almond 21 

Shane Boucher 21 

Monique Jevne 21 

Sue Greenbaum 27 

Eleanor Alleman 28 

Ellen Schauff 28 

Kristyn Jamieson 29 

Julie Machen 29 

Alexander Spina 30 

Morris Edwards 31 

Patricia Wall 31 

international; and we welcome suggestions from parishioners. At our meetings we discuss potential 
recipients and decide who among us will do the required research and the writing.  

St. Andrew’s launched our Last Sunday Outreach Offering in May of 2018. Fifteen months later, we 
have given a total of $44,492 to domestic and international recipients, all matched by an anony-
mous donor. This remarkable response has more than doubled what St. Andrew’s previously     
contributed!  

We have learned, in many instances from parishioners actively involved with these ministries, of 
needs close to home and further afield — in Jordan, Honduras, Navajoland, the Dominican Republic 
and Haiti. While the Outreach Commission members have done their homework researching poten-
tial recipients: their mission, vision, and financial accountability, it is you, St. Andrew’s parishion-
ers, who have opened your hearts and made this Offering a resounding response to the Gospel's       
message.  

Committee members are Elizabeth Lowell, Deb Ransom, Becky Rylander, Greg Vogt and Karen  
Zurheide. Their  contact information is in the 2018 St. Andrew's Parish Directory. See articles, pp. 4-5. 
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Jay’s Say, continued from p. 1 

“Without Jesus, Sally would be a big heartache to us until the day we die.” A Jewish family is able 
to bear the death of their young daughter by drawing strength from the rituals that have sustained 
their people for millennia.  

Like us, children are spiritual pilgrims searching for answers. Ponder this passage from The Spiritual 
Life of Children: 

A girl not yet ten, from a region of the country not rarely called backward . . . [ Mary ] wondered, as do all 
children, about her future, but the way she did so told a good deal about her spiritual and philosophical life. “I 
don’t want to waste my time here on this earth,” she once said to me, a surprising statement for such a young 
girl. When I tried to be reassuring, which is my usual course when a child seems to be a bit overconscientious, 
she deftly let me know, without apparent displeasure, that she wanted or needed no consolation -- quite the 
contrary: “I’m so happy I’ve been given this time here! Think of all the people the Lord hasn’t sent here!” 
 
She was intending to continue, but a look of alarm and confusion crossed my face. She stopped. I was speech-
less. What should I say -- tell her that she had just evoked an image of billions and billions of sperm and eggs 
uniting to populate the earth? Tell her that I don’t usually hear children speak about their lives with such  
perspective or with such openly asserted gratitude? That her self-consciousness was notably lacking in       
egotism? I managed this: “Mary, I was a little startled to hear you think of all those unborn people.” 
 
She quickly resumed her remarks, with the air of one who had every intention of sharing her ideas fully with 
me: “When you're put here, it's for a reason. The Lord wants you to do something. If you don't know what, 
then you’ve got to try hard to find out what. It may take time. You may make mistakes. But if you pray, He’ll 
lead you to your direction. He won’t hand you a piece of paper with a map on it, no sir. He’ll whisper some-
thing, and at first you may not even hear, but if you have trust in Him and you keep turning to Him, it will 
be all right.”  
 

As Dr. Coles was taught by nine-year-old Mary, so I was repeatedly taught by Newport kids last 
week.  

As we think about our partnership with Epiphany Episcopal Church in Newport, we might consid-
er not just what we can do for Epiphany, but what Epiphany can do for us as we discern our direc-
tion and purpose. 

And as St. Andrew’s ponders the need to engage younger generations, we might think less about 
what we have to teach them and more about what they have to teach us. 
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead 
 

Sowers of the Kingdom 29 September 
 
The Last Sunday recipient for the month of September will be the Sowers of the Kingdom. This 
charitable foundation is a non-profit, faith-based organization established in 2008 to support those 
in need, particularly in the Samana Peninsula of the Dominican Republic.  The vision of the group is 
to establish and maintain long lasting relationships in 12 communities throughout that region. 

Since the organization received Last Sunday funding from St. Andrew’s in 2018, they have been to 
the Dominican Republic (DR) several times to continue their work.  They have entered into two new 
partnerships to expand their reach with the people in the DR.  Habitat for Humanity is a well-
known organization that provides homes for needy individuals.  They have joined with Sowers of 
the Kingdom to help build homes in the areas where the Sowers teams have been working over the 
past 11 years.  Often this work happens the week immediately following the time that the Sowers 
team has been serving, although there might be a separate trip to conduct this joint effort. 

The second partnership recently established is with the Physician Assistant (PA) program at 
Charleston Southern University.  This summer eight students and two staff from the PA program 
served for a week with Sowers team members to provide medical services to the DR residents.  
More than 800 patients were seen over the course of the week, including some which involved   
medical home visits.  Home visits are a regular part of the Sowers’ agenda whenever they have a 
team there.  This personal connection leads to a more trusting, long-term relationship with the resi-
dents, which is a goal of the organization. 

Over the course of the past 11 years, considerably more than 18,000 people have been directly       
affected by the teams from the Sowers of the Kingdom. I have had the privilege of joining the    
Sowers of the Kingdom on four mission teams since 2016.   On these trips, we have provided medi-
cal and dental services, conducted home visits bringing food to those in need, and continued the 
work of building a mission house in the tiny Palmarito community, located in the mountains of the 
Samana Province. These trips have been both emotional and uplifting experiences. I am certain we 
have helped the residents there and we have clearly been carrying out the Lord’s work. 

The recent media coverage of violence in the Dominican Republic has caused many people to be  
reluctant to travel there.  Many of these stories have been sensationalized, but they have had an   
impact on the tourists who travel there.  With fewer people in the DR, the need is intensified and the 
support of organizations such as Sowers of the Kingdom is even more critical.  All funds raised in 
support of the Sowers group goes directly to purchasing needed supplies for their work. There is 
minimal overhead and there are no administrative salaries to support; it is a truly totally volunteer 
organization. 

The congregation of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church has been very generous in their support of our 
Last Sunday recipient organizations. It is our hope that this generosity will continue by supporting 
the Sowers of the Kingdom on 29 September. — Greg Vogt 

Additional information on these organizations will follow in September and October bulletins and announce-
ments. You may also visit their websites or contact a member of the Outreach Commission to learn more.  
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead 
 

Kearsarge/Sunapee Area affiliate of Habitat for Humanity (HFHKSA) 27October 

October’s recipient of our Last Sunday Outreach Offering is the local Kearsarge/Sunapee Area affili-
ate of Habitat for Humanity (HFHKSA). This year, HFHKSA will build its 23rd house. Located in    
Sutton, this home will cost approximately $80,000 to construct (of which $30,000 alone is for a     
contractor to dig the well, build the foundation, and connect sewer).  The remaining $50,000 covers 
the purchase of all materials. The labor, provided by volunteers, is free. 

HFHKSA is a non-profit, Christian, ecumenical organization that supports families in need in our 
community. Families requesting a home must be able to repay a no cost, no interest, mortgage held 
by Habitat and contribute 500 hours of “sweat equity” to the process. Habitat’s Selection Commit-
tee, which receives three or four applications annually, ensures that the families’ finances can be  
satisfied and indeed, helps to educate them to the costs of home ownership, e.g. utilities and taxes. 
Most of Habitat’s new owners have previously been renters.  

Habitat homes follow standardized designs and construction techniques resulting in comfortable, 
economical 1,200 square foot homes with three bedrooms and one and a half baths. Finding availa-
ble, accessible land on which to build where taxes are not exorbitant is an ongoing issue. In fact, 
HFHKSA has yet to locate the property on which to build the 2020 home. So, if you have sugges-
tions, please speak with Harvey Best, who runs the Monday work crew. 

And, if you can swing a hammer, walk up three steps on a ladder, and are able to lift 30-40 pounds, 
HFHKSA would welcome your assistance. While general knowledge of plywood, 2x4s, sheetrock, 
and siding is helpful, workers train each other. Additionally, if you can provide coffee and 
munchies once a week for the crew of about a dozen, such sustenance would be gratefully received.  
As the number of volunteers swells, the work progresses more quickly. There are a variety of ways 
that parishioners can help to welcome a new family to their new home in our community! 

The result of Habitat’s labor is not simply a new house. It is also a welcoming neighborhood, a 
strong public school system, and the hope of a better future. Our Last Sunday donations, matched, 
once again, by a generous donor, will make all of this possible.—Elizabeth Lowell  

Beginning 14 September the Faith and Issues group will gather downstairs from 9-10:30 AM each 
Saturday to discuss the issues reflected in various books and our responses as people of faith.  

I have chosen a timely and gripping book about the perils of trying to immigrate into the U.S. 
through our southern border for our initial book.   Enrique’s Journey is the (true) story of a boy’s 
dangerous odyssey to reunite with his mother. Written by Sonia Nazario, it was the winner of the 
Pulitzer Prize and is available in paperback. 

All are welcome to join these discussions.  We usually spend approximately a month on each 
book, with a manageable amount of reading each week. At our first meeting please be prepared to 
discuss Prologue and the first three chapters of Enrique’s Journey.  Please, let me know if you are 
planning to attend. – Katrina Wagner 
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We, the members of the Episcopal Church of Saint Andrew, are proud to be a genuinely inclusive 
church that welcomes everyone to share equally in all aspects of church life including marriage and 
ordination – No exceptions to this inclusivity. To make sure that this commitment is seen and felt 
by everyone, we will rotate the display of the two most powerful banners a church can display.  

First, we will continue the display of a banner containing the crest of the Episco-
pal Church along with the words “ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN ARE WELCOME 
HERE.’ You are welcome to participate in all aspects of church life from worship 
and prayer, service, marriage and ordination. 

Second, we will display the rainbow flag with the Christian 
Cross. The rainbow is a clear reminder of God’s covenant      
declared to Noah for all mankind and all living creatures. The 
rainbow flag also proclaims that we are proud to be a genuine-
ly inclusive church where LGBTQ members are treated like 
everyone else when it comes to all aspects of church life         

including marriage and ordination. 

While one of these banners can be viewed from Main Street, the other banner will 
be prominently displayed in our Parish Hall. The positions will be rotated on a 
three week cycle.  

Blessings,  Marni Eaton and Bruce Avery 

  The Wardens’  Words:  

In Gratitude 

Our stewardship campaign for the coming year gets underway in mid-October. It’s a time 
when we can show our gratitude for God’s bounteous gifts to us by sharing them to       
further His work in our parish, our community and ourselves.  

Tellingly, the biblical verse that best captures the essence of stewardship makes no       
mention of money, facilities or parish needs. It is John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

God loves, God gives and the world is forever changed. Since we are created in God’s    
image we are born to love and to give. When we love and when we give, we become the 
people God created us to be. We are forever changed and the world is a much better 
place.   

Our stewardship campaign will again be short because you told us how much you appre-
ciate its brevity. We will host the in-gathering of pledges at the 8 and 10 AM services on 
Sunday, 17 November. The conclusion of our campaign will again be celebrated with a 
special dinner on Friday, 22 November. It’ll be fun. Mark your calendars now. -- Jeanne and 
Morris Edwards 

Please also see pp. 8-9. 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

After deep prayer and considerable discernment, I have decided to end the formal discernment  
process here in New Hampshire. I will be returning to my home state of Virginia to be surrounded 
by family and friends as I begin a new chapter of returning to college to complete my                     
undergraduate degree. 

This decision is bittersweet. Over the past year, the friendships we have slowly forged together 
have truly blessed me. I have come to love both Epiphany and St. Andrew's churches in amazing 
and unexpected ways.  

I truly believe and trust that, for God, nothing is ever wasted. The time we have spent together has 
been a blessing to me beyond belief. As I have reflected upon our time together, I am filled with 
overwhelming gratitude for the jokes we have laughed over, the meals we have shared, and the 
worship we have lifted to God's glory. I am overwhelmed with how we have grown together and 
learned from one another. 

Both in challenging times and in joyful times, these communities of faith and trust have uplifted 
me. Your faithfulness and openness to the call of God in our lives, both individually and corporate-
ly, are signs of the amazing Grace and providential care of God. And I have been blessed to have 
served Jesus in your company. 

I exhort you to continue learning to walk the Way of Love together, stepping out of your comfort 
zones and growing in trust that God will provide.  

My prayers for you will continue. And I depart from your company with some words from a poem 
of a favorite of mine, John O'Donohue: 

May you listen to your longing to be free. 

May the frames of your belonging be large enough for the dreams of your soul. 

May you arise each day with a voice of blessing whispering in your heart that something good is 

going to happen to you.  

May you find a harmony between your soul and your life.  

May the mansion of your soul never become a haunted place.  

May you know the eternal longing which lives at the heart of time.  

May there be kindness in your gaze when you look within.  

May you never place walls between the light and yourself.  

May your angel free you from the prisons of guilt, fear, disappointment, and despair.  

May you allow the wild beauty of the invisible world to gather you, mind you, and embrace you 

in belonging. 

Yours faithfully, 

James Dunford  

Note: James’s last Sunday with us was 25 August.  He departs 1 September for Dinwiddie, VA.  We offer our 
prayers for a safe journey and all blessings in his life's next chapters. 
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FOR 

♦ I was on Main Street soon after the rainbow flag went up and it took my breath away, in joy. My 

first thought was, “yes, that is my church, my Christian community, I do belong here.” Until 

that moment, I was not solid on that. The subsequent removal of the flag and placement of the 

alternative was distressing and disappointing.  

♦ The banner replacement sends its own messages. 1) It makes no impression from Main Street. At 

best, it indicates an “Episcopal Church.” The words are illegible. 2) So many times I have felt not 

at all “one of God’s children,” and needed him desperately. To this banner I would have 

thought, “I’ll get back to you when I get my life together.” 3) The image of the shield . . . fine, if I 

identified as “Christian” and “Episcopalian.” What about the searching, those who do not know 

they are searching, those who do not know a cross from any other image?  

♦ “All are welcome” is good but the LGBTQ rainbow leaves no doubt that we do not specifically 

exclude those members of our world. 

♦ Our new and hopefully temporary replacement for the rainbow flag says everyone is a child of 

God and everyone is welcome. I’ve read signs like this on churches since I was a kid. Nothing 

new. Nothing radical implied. 

♦ I respectfully ask the Vestry to rehang a rainbow flag of appropriate size to meet code.  If we are 

to be open and inclusive, we are to be so very publicly as New London is already too homoge-

neous.  

♦ I am very much in  favor of it being publicly known that St, Andrews is a very open and wel-

coming church, and that a rainbow flag (size may very) is among the available ways of doing 

that. 

♦ Please purchase a rainbow flag that meets town requirements and fly it proudly. 

♦ I would suggest a smaller rainbow flag that meets city requirements. 

VIEWS ON THE RAINBOW FLAG—FOR 
Received via the Suggestion Box and Email  

 

The Vestry at a meeting on 22 August decided that our existing banner with the Episcopal crest 
and welcoming words will rotate with a rainbow banner and cross. The cross banner will go up 
on the Thrift shop wall this afternoon and the crest banner will hang in the Parish Hall. In three 
weeks’ time, the banners will be swapped with the crest banner hanging outside and the cross 
banner hanging inside for three weeks.  
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AGAINST 

 I feel that the rainbow flag should play no part in the life of St. Andrew’s Church. It is too highly 

seen as a political issue. One fears to express oneself for perhaps being called a bigot. One can 

remain sympathetic to the rainbow flag’s belief without promulgating it. Leave it alone. 

 It is one thing to be an open and confirming church, which we are and are better for it for many 

reasons. It is another thing to display a symbol that implies endorsement of a lifestyle that the 

scripture says is an abomination. 

 The resolution to proclaim our welcoming community to all of God's children is appropriate. We 

now include blacks, Muslims, Jewish, Asians; i.e. all of God's children. We have not restricted 

our mission to a demonstration of support only to the LGBT community nor should we. Our col-

lective actions speak far more loudly than a sign. We have demonstrated by our actions, and the 

actions of the Episcopal community, that we welcome the LGBT community in our churches. 

The hanging of the rainbow flag is a gesture of political correctness that I find offensive. We have 

been members of this church for many years. We respect and embrace its principles. We need 

not isolate one issue for emphasis. Our faith encompasses many issues and needs to do so. Our 

newsletter states that this will not be a referendum meaning to me that the opinion of a majority 

of churchgoers will not be persuasive. I think this is wrong. We are a community and the opin-

ion of the community should be heard. While a few politically correct members may have        

expressed their support, I suspect that a silent majority exists that supports the views expressed 

in this letter. 

 I am hopeful that we will not return to our previous statement for two reasons: one, it was too 

big and two, it made a case for only one subsection of a hopefully homogenous congregation. 

May I propose a new compromise; redesign our current flag by adding some rainbow color but 

keeping the message and over all design as is. To me that would be all inclusive. 

 The rainbow flag was very “in your face.” It could be the focus of future problems if other      

special interest groups emerge and want their own symbols displayed. 

 The flag is controversial. Once inside let people learn the “way of love.” 

 From the first day I saw it, my thoughts were — too large and “in your face.” 

VIEWS ON THE RAINBOW FLAG—AGAINST 
Received via the Suggestion Box and Email  

 

The Vestry’s decision to rotate the two banners is a compromise that may satisfy no one! But 
please be assured that we have taken the decision after prayerful consideration, and we are        
always open to your views and comments. 
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 Calendar of Events 
September: 

3 (Tuesday) - Craft Group resumes, 9:30 AM 

11 (Wednesday) - Novel Theology, 7 PM (see p. 17) 

14 (Saturday) - Faith and Issues resumes, 9 AM (see p. 5) 

15 (Sunday)  - Eucharist and picnic, Camp Coniston, 10 AM 

22, 29 (Sunday)  - Adult Study of Matthew, 11:45AM (see p. 11) 

27 (Friday) - Friendly Kitchen 

29 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit Sowers of the Kingdom (see p. 4) 
 
October: 
5 (Saturday) - Blessing of the animals, 10 AM 
6 (Sunday)  - Adult Study of Matthew, 11:45AM (see p. 11) 
9 (Wednesday) - Reel Theology, 7 PM (see p. 17) 
13 (Sunday) - Fashion Show, 11:45 AM; Stewardship Campaign commences 
20 (Sunday) - Immigration 101, 2 PM (see p. 13) 
25 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit HFHKSA (see p. 5)                           

 
Monday to Friday 12 Noon Midday Prayer ▼ Mondays 6 PM Meditation   

Wednesdays 10 AM Music & Memory 
Thursdays 7 PM Choir Rehearsal 

Saturdays 5 PM Worship at Epiphany, Newport 

We have been serving dinner at Friendly Kitchen in Concord for about 15 
years and are looking to recruit some new volunteers. It’s not a big time com-
mitment, just three or four hours on one day every other month.  So grab your 
toque and apron and sign up for a rewarding experience.  Our next date is  
Friday, 27 September.  The sign up sheet will be on the narthex shelf early in 
September. This ministry makes a difference to those in need! 

Help Re-Stock the KLS   
Community Food Pantry 

September:  Canned Fruit 

October:  Large Juice 

Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf and instant),  peanut butter and jelly, cake and 
brownie mixes and monetary donations are always welcome. 

St. Andrew’s Thrift Shop is partnering with the youth of our church, and their families and 
friends, to present another spectacular fashion show, modeling fall clothing from the shop. This 
will take place after the 10 AM service in the Parish Hall. If anyone is interesting in volunteering to 
model, please contact Jackie Thompson. The show is tentatively scheduled for 13 October.  

On another note, the Thrift Shop is in need of a few good people to volunteer for a two-hour shift, 
once a week. If there is someone out there looking for a way to help St. Andrew’s and have fun   
doing it, please contact Jackie. Thank you for considering this ministry.  
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Craft Group aka Crafty Critters 

The first fall meeting of the craft group is Tuesday,  3 September.  We meet from 9:30 to 11:30 each  
Tuesday morning until December.  After a short break we resume in late winter to prepare for the 
summer fair. 

All are welcome.  Join us in the Parish Hall for some coffee, refreshments and fellowship as we 
work on items to sell at the St. Nicholas Fair. We are always looking for new ideas of items to make 
and extend a welcome to newcomers: visitors and/or crafters. Questions can be answered by Rosie 
Best or Barbara Smith.  

Our Education for Ministry (EfM) group concludes 36 weeks of study and      
reflection on 17 September.  We will take a sabbatical and instead of resuming in        
January hope to recruit some new participants for an academic-year start in      
September 2020. 
The Episcopal Church’s flagship program of theological reflection is in response to every baptized 
person’s call to ministry.  Through reading and discussions, we are able to refine our understanding 
of and nurture our Christian service.  Although a four-year program (Old Testament, New Testa-
ment, History of Christianity, and Theology) no one is obliged to take all four years (or to take them 
in consecutive years).  Please speak with co-mentors Marni Eaton and Alice Perry to learn more 
about the program and our plans for the future if you are curious or interested in joining us.  

There's still time to knit or crochet a hat or scarf for the Seamen’s Institute    
Christmas at Sea project.  Patterns can be found on Seamen’s website 
(https://seamenschurch.org/christmas-at-sea) or in the collection box in the church     
office.  The craft group may even have a skein of yarn for you.  We will mail our 
donation in mid-October. 

The Gospel of Matthew 

Adult Study in September/October 

Instructor: Rev. Kathleen Rusnak 

Matthew is the most Jewish and the most anti-Jewish Gospel. Written a decade or more after the  
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD, Matthew’s community lives in the diaspora, away 
from Jerusalem but still under Roman occupation. Discover the critical and disorienting situation 
Matthew’s community finds itself in and how Matthew stabilizes and reorients his community for 
the present and future. From a Second Temple Jewish perspective, we get a deeper, richer and 
more accurate understanding of the dual (and possibly triple) crisis Matthew’s audience was       
facing. If we had only known earlier!!  

Come! Join us! Sundays 11:45 AM -12:45 PM on 22 and 29 September and 6 October. 
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Lay Contemplation: Immigration  

An occasional column where parishioners write about issues that concern them related to church life and/or 
spiritual and theological matters.  Submissions are welcome at any time. —Ed. 

Human nature seems primed to be wary of the stranger. From long ago, each tribe lived in fear of 

the others. In contrast, the Hebrew “children of God” were admonished repeatedly to be kind to the 

“other,” as in Leviticus 19:33: “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall do him no 

wrong.” 

In today’s America, immigration is decidedly a mess—a broken system unprepared for recent      

unprecedented numbers of Central Americans arriving at our southern border. The disturbing     

results include separations of children from parents, lengthy incarcerations, housing without basic 

hygiene. While neither of us are U.S. immigration experts, we are Jesus-followers who care about 

the humane treatment of every person.  

Where we all live, we are not directly faced with complex immigration issues, although there are in 

New Hampshire people seeking asylum, refugees being resettled, long-time citizens at risk of       

deportation, immigrants being held in detention awaiting hearings. Thus far, our personal actions 

opposing mistreatment of immigrants have been admittedly easy, as we have  

∗ Participated in two Lights for Liberty vigils on the New London town green 

∗ Attended an interfaith prayer vigil/walk in Manchester — held bi-monthly at the Norris Cotton 

Federal Building 

∗ Donated with others of St. Andrew’s to the Episcopal Diocese of the Rio Grande to help asylum-

seekers passing through Albuquerque 

∗ Written our congressional delegation urging just immigration legislation and  

∗ Joined in the recent Immigrant Justice Solidarity Walk from Concord to Dover. 

Such small actions, and yet … what if right here, and across America, the majority of us voiced     

rejection of treatment that diminishes the humanity of immigrants—whether newly arrived, among 

us for decades or in-between—demanding that they are “processed” justly, as we would want our 

own families treated?  Please refer to the item “Immigration 101” on p. 15. Please attend and bring a 

friend. -- Rob Freitas and Karen Zurheide 
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Dear Friends, 

A few days ago, Kathi and I returned from a wonderful vacation in Europe.  In the coming install-
ments of Voices in Counterpoint, I will be referring to some of the places we visited along the way. 

The focus of this column, however, is on the Book of Psalms.  Martin Luther called the Psalms “a 
‘Little Bible’ since everything contained in the entire Bible is beautifully and briefly comprehended, 
and compacted into…a Manual.”  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who prayed and sang the Psalms daily wrote: “The more deeply we grow into 
the psalms and the more often we pray them as our own, the more simple and rich will our prayer 
become.” 

Worship at St. Andrew’s is enriched weekly by the singing and praying of Psalms at Eucharist.  
Each Sunday we reflect on the Old Testament reading with a Psalm appropriate the day.  We chant 
them to simple melodies, or respond to the Choir with a refrain.  We often sing a Psalm paraphrase 
such as Isaac Watts’s “O God, our help in ages past” (Psalm 90) or Henry Baker’s “The King of Love 
my Shepherd is” (Psalm 23). 

If you do not do so already, I encourage you to read, and reflect on the Psalm for each Sunday.  Here 
is a list with a verse from each Psalm for the coming weeks. 

 

September 8:  Psalm 1 

 “They are like trees planted by streams of water, bring fruit in due season.” 

September 15:  Psalm 51:1-11 

 “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” 

September 22:  Psalm 113 

 “Hallelujah!  Give praise, you servants of the Lord; praise the Name of the Lord.” 

September 29, St. Michael and All Angels:  Psalm 103 

 “Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, you ministers of his who do his will.” 

October 6:  Psalm 37:1-10 

 “Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him.” 

October 13:  Psalm 111 

 “Hallelujah!  I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart.” 

October 20:  Psalm 121 

 “My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.” 

October 27, Bible Sunday:  Psalm 119:129-136 

“Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my 
heart.” 

More about the Psalms next issue. 

 

Peace and Love, 
David  
 

Voices in Counterpoint 
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Come to Haiti in November 

As a Trustee of St. Vincent’s Center for Children with Disabilities in Haiti 
(www.stvincentshaiti.org), Elizabeth Lowell will be travelling to Haiti in November for a Board 
meeting and invites interested parishioners to join her visit. She plans to leave on Sunday 11 or 
Monday 12 and return on Friday 15 and she is offering to arrange visits to Clinique Saint Esprit and 
other organizations. The cost of air travel, food, lodging, and transportation for four to five days on 
the ground is $1,500-$2,000. Elizabeth hopes to arrange a dinner gathering of Haitians who returned 
after the earthquake to offer their considerable skills to their home country, e.g., architecture, urban 
planning, social work, etc. Such dinners in the past have provided in-depth insight into Haitian life. 
If you are interested, please contact Elizabeth directly.  

Energy Savings at St. Andrew’s Church 

Our congregation at St. Andrew’s has for some time been concerned about the impact that our     
everyday activity has on the environment.  Because we wish to reduce our carbon footprint and    
improve the comfort of our buildings, we have taken small steps over the years toward achieving 
these goals.  These few steps have resulted in some success, but clearly not enough to make a signifi-
cant impact on our carbon emissions. We have concluded that more can and must be done if we are 
to truly reduce our environmental impact. 

Mindful of this, the Vestry created a Green Committee in 2018 to examine current structures and 
practices related to energy usage that might be improved.  The Green Committee recommended  
that a comprehensive Energy Audit be conducted to come up with expert analysis and recommen-
dations for specific steps to be taken toward a more sustainable presence in the community.  A    
special Energy Audit Task Force was formed to use the audit report for implementing specific 
measures to achieve the goals of reduced energy consumption, cost savings for the church and      
improved comfort and functionality of the church facility. 

The Task Force reviewed the report and decided to proceed immediately to implement as many of 
the Energy Efficiency Measures (EEMs) as fiscally possible. Two larger areas remain under review: 
replacement of the aging boiler and installation of solar panels to generate electricity. The Vestry  
also met to review the report and authorized the submission of a $25,000 sustainability grant appli-
cation to the diocese.  If this grant is received, the EEMs listed — including insulation of specific   
areas of the church building; installing LED bulbs wherever possible; installing lighting controls and 
programmable thermostats; and replacing the inefficient refrigerator and removing the freezer — 
will be implemented as soon as possible.. The Task Force is still considering what to do with the 
sanctuary and parish hall windows to achieve better energy savings and comfort. 

The longer-term issues of the boiler and solar panel installation will be addressed in the coming 
months. It is anticipated that diocesan funding in the form of a low-interest loan might be consid-
ered for funding either or both of these items. There is no consideration being given at this time for 
conducting a capital campaign to raise the necessary funds for these. 

Implementation of these EEMs at St. Andrew’s should result in some cost savings for the church as 
well as reduce the carbon emissions we produce.  These same measures can be taken by individual 
parishioners in their own homes.  Collectively, this would then lead to improved efficiency in our 
homes and church, which in turn, would help us all achieve a more sustainable presence throughout 
the community. More information as well as status reports on this project will be provided in future 
editions of the Network News. — Greg Vogt, Energy Audit Task Force 
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High School Youth Group Happenings 

Now in its third year, the Youth Group provides a space for high school students to explore their 
faith and support one another on the journey. We meet every Sunday after church and offer oppor-
tunities to put faith into action through monthly service projects in the local community. Various 
additional programs are offered throughout the year (such as retreats, workshops, service trips) 
that enhance leadership skills and support spiritual growth. Oh, and we also have lots of fun! At 
least twice a semester, we try to coordinate field trips and/or social activities like movie nights, lock
-ins and outdoor adventures. 
We are super excited to have Ellen Yenawine joining us this year! Ellen is such a blessing to the 
young folks of this congregation and we’re so thankful for her guidance and support. 
This is an amazing and compassionate group of young people! Case in point – several members of 
the HS Youth Group gave up precious summer vacation time to help out with the Phillips Brooks 
Program and a community-wide Immigration Justice vigil.  
Here’s a glimpse at what’s coming up this fall:  community service projects including gleaning at 
Spring Ledge or Musterfield Farm, helping with the CROP Hunger Walk and assembly of Thanks-
giving Baskets, and organizing a warm-clothing drive in advance of our participation in the Home-
less Vigil in Newport. We’ll also take part in the global youth-led Climate Strike in September and 
help to sponsor the Kids4Peace Youth Summit at St. Andrew’s in October. Somewhere in there, we 
will take the time for a well-deserved break from school and community service with game and/or 
movie night!  
If you are interested in learning more or just chatting about the wonderful things going on with this 
amazing bunch of young folks, please feel free to contact Lisa or Billy Kelly. 

Immigration 101 - Sunday, 20 October, 2-4 PM 

St. Andrew’s is hosting a program sponsored by 
the Granite State Organizing Project and          
referred to us by the New Hampshire Council of 
Churches on the topic of immigration and our 
current situation.  Eva Castillo will be our pre-
senter. She brings years of experience and    
community engagement to her knowledge of  
immigration and how it affects the lives of many 
here in New Hampshire. 

The Forum will include: 

 Current history of immigration in the United 
States and New Hampshire 

 The role of Immigration and Customs        
Enforcement (I.C.E.) in New Hampshire  

 The stories of those affected here in New 
Hampshire 

 How to stay informed regarding immigration 
issues 

 Answers to questions you have about immi-
gration policies. 

The forum is open to all, as we seek to increase 
our knowledge and awareness so that we can be 
informed citizens engaged in making our     
communities stronger and healthier.  
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►▼◄ 

With this issue we begin a series of Parochial Clergy biographical sketches.  We expect that subsequent issues 
will contain bios from additional parochial clergy listed on the back page. 

 
 
Charlie Tirrell came to Wilmot from Houston, TX in late 2006 when he retired 
from the active priesthood.  He has been leading meditation at St. Andrew’s 
since 2007, serving as a supply priest and preacher from time to time, and has 
made occasional appearances as the droll Fr. Guido Sarducci to our delight. 
  
 I grew up in Phillipsburg, NJ, population 15,000. Born (1935) into an  
Italian-Irish-Catholic family, I attended Phillipsburg Catholic High School, and 
was president of my senior class and very active in athletics. 
 As quarterback, I set passing records for the school football team in my senior year and we 
won the New Jersey Prep and Parochial School State Championship (1952). I was co-captain of the 
baseball team and won All-State honors in both my junior and senior seasons. In addition, I played 
infield and pitched for five seasons in the regional (professional) Tri-County League. These experi-
ences gave me a life-long love of sports, especially Red Sox baseball and Villanova basketball.  
From the sixth grade until graduation from high school, I served as an altar boy in my parish. I was 
befriended by the parish priests, especially Fr. Anthony Capitani who counselled me to consider   
entering the priesthood. With Fr. Capitani’s guidance I enrolled at Villanova University, and while 
finishing my sophomore year, I was encouraged by Fr. Thomas Burke, OSA, to become an             
Augustinian Friar.  
 In September, 1955, I entered the monastery with the Augustinian Friars and was trained in 
the fields of philosophy, religious studies, clinical psychology, and counseling. After ordination, I 
was appointed to the faculties of Villanova University and later to St. Thomas University (Miami). I 
served as Dean of Student Activities at Villanova for eight years, and also as Director of the Univer-
sity Arts Forum, bringing social, cultural and religious leaders to campus, such as Martin Luther 
King, Bill Buckley, Frank Sheed and Saul Alinsky, and distinguished symphony orchestras including 
the Philadelphia, Boston and Cleveland Orchestras, and some popular groups including Peter, Paul 
and Mary and the Fifth Dimension.   
 Leaving the monastery after 20 years, I worked as a licensed clinical psychotherapist with the 
Baylor College of Medicine Psychiatry Department at the Texas Medical Center in Houston. I 
worked in hospital psychiatry at The Methodist Hospital and was director of the Outpatient Addic-
tions Clinic for Methodist Hospital for 20 years.  
 The Episcopal Diocese of Texas received me as a priest of the diocese in 1998. As an Episcopal 
priest, I directed outreach and rehabilitation services for homeless men and women of the down-
town Houston community. I helped design and lead a unique two-year residential treatment pro-
gram for these homeless males which offered comprehensive medical, psychiatric, educational and 
vocational services to our homeless clients. In 1999, the program won Houston’s Good Samaritan 
Award.     
 Also at this time, I joined with two other priests and two lay spiritual directors to establish the    
diocesan department of spiritual formation and spiritual direction. I taught in this program for    
several years until my retirement from active priesthood and moving to New Hampshire with my 
wife, Brenda. Our son and daughter, Andy and Rebecca, continue to live and work in Houston.  
 Since 2007 at St. Andrew’s I have led the Monday evening meditation group, which will have 
met just over 600 times by the end of this year. I have also introduced Fr. Guido Sarducci to those          
St. Andreans in need of a good laugh.  
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Leslie Smith became a full-time New London resident with his wife Lois in 2016 after retirement from full-
time ministry.  We benefit from his willingness to serve as a supply priest and preacher from time to time and 
his commitment to the Gospel as a saga of Liberation. 

 

Born and brought up in the Connecticut Valley of Massachusetts, 
in villages next to the New Hampshire and Vermont state lines, 
Leslie feels that the New London/Sunapee/Dartmouth region is a 
twin to his homeland in its flora and fauna, its culture, climate, 
history, language, hills, lakes, rivers, open-minded civic and faith 
traditions. 

Lois Kathleen Dougherty, daughter of Brooklyn, and Leslie Carl 
Smith met in college, where, on  separate faith journeys they both chose to affiliate with the Episco-
pal tradition. City girl and country boy were married almost 60 years ago in 1960. 

Prior to ordination to the ministry, Leslie was a book editor in Boston.  He is Rector Emeritus of 
Trinity Church, Princeton, the largest Episcopal congregation in New Jersey, where he served 16 
years. Previously he had been Archdeacon of Newark as Assistant to Bishop John Shelby Spong. He 
has served parishes in Massachusetts, Washington, DC, Maine and Connecticut. 

His goals in ministry have been sound education, welcoming worship, mutual pastoral care and   
social outreach. He sees the Gospel, the Good News, in both Hebrew and Christian Scriptures to be a 
saga of Liberation, freedom in national and individual contexts; freedom to live out full lives regard-
less of one’s family, gender, ability, wealth, education, age, race or faith.  

Leslie is a graduate of Suffolk University and the Virginia Theological Seminary. He is also a recipi-
ent of an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from that school.  The Smiths with their five children 
were summer visitors for 25 years in New London on Burpee Hill. After a decade away in Eastport, 
Maine, Lois and Leslie chose to return to New London in 2016 on a permanent basis. Their children 
have added to the family seventeen grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. This summer at a 
family gathering in Colorado, Leslie officiated at a first grandchild wedding. 

His pastimes include bird watching, tennis, reading, Pre-Raphaelite art and writing.  

Reel and Novel Theology  

Please join us on 11 September for a discussion of the novel The Ragged Edge of Night by Olivia 
Hawker.  The Mission has been suggested as a “reel” to review on 9 October.  
 
We meet at 7 PM in the parish hall. 
 
Please speak to Shelly in the office if you are interested in leading one of these discussions and/or 
have suggestions for reading and viewing in the fall and beyond.  
 
Please keep in mind that the titles we choose — book or film — are meant to shape our under-
standing of ideas like love, compassion, forgiveness, redemption; in other words, those markers we       
encounter in following Christ.  
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United Thank Offering  

What is United Thank Offering (UTO)?  A Ministry of The Episcopal Church for the 
mission of the whole church, the United Thank Offering encourages people to notice 
the good things in life, give thanks to God for those blessings and make an offering for 
each blessing. It invites people to embrace and deepen a personal daily spiritual discipline of grati-
tude. Offerings are put in a blue box. How many of you remember using them in the past? They will    
arrive soon at St. Andrew’s so that you might make   daily offerings for the blessings and good 
things in life. In the meantime, put your change in a small dish for each of God’s blessings to       
support the UTO’s projects in 2020. 

The UTO emerged from the Women’s Auxiliary, which first met during the General Convention in 
1874. Sixty-six women attended and were given a short form of prayer with the request that it be 
used daily on behalf of the Auxiliary and for those engaged in  mission labor. By 1886, a significant 
amount of funds was coming in from the Women’s Auxiliary. However, the offering at the Triennial 
Meeting Communion Service only totaled $82.71. It was suggested that the membership would give 
more if they knew how the money was to be spent.  In 1889, the money was designated for a church 
in Alaska and a year’s salary for a missionary in Japan. The offering that year was $2,188.64, enough 
for both. By 1913, the Thanksgiving Offering was $303,496.66, supporting 175 women and providing 
$20,000 for buildings.  Since 1889, UTO has awarded 5,296 grants for a total of $138,629,911.07, and 
since 1975 the Diocese of New Hampshire has received 34 grants. 

The focus of the 2019 UTO grants was Go: Crossing Boundaries Created by Race, Culture and     
Economics to create communities that listen deeply and learn to live like Jesus. Each funded project 
will help break down barriers created by society and will result in new communities of people living 
out the Gospel. Through the gratitude and generosity of many, the Ingathering total was 
$1,535,740.55, an increase of more than $200,000 – but not enough to fund the 75 applications in 2019  
totaling more than $4 million. I hope that the practice of gratitude and giving will continue to        
increase so that more projects may be funded. – Anne Hall  
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Heavenly Help for the Working Dog 

      My long-time work as an interfaith activist sometimes takes odd turns.  For many years I’ve     
enjoyed bringing stories from one house of worship to another.  Recently I’ve also been bringing a 
small dog.  My friend Heidi Hill Tobin has suffered from heart trouble and attacks of anxiety.       
Experiments with a borrowed dog in Germany, where she spent 37 years working for the U.S.      
Department of Defense as a teacher of soldiers’ children, proved the dog could help, and the        
military doctors told her to always keep a dog with her. After she returned to the United States   
Heidi acquired a West Highland Terrier puppy named Molly, now eleven months old and in     
training as a service dog.   

       This means Heidi and I are taking Molly to as many public events as possible so she can learn 
to behave appropriately. She’s been warmly welcomed at several churches and synagogues, includ-
ing St. Andrew’s.   Molly very easily became an expert at sleeping through sermons, and it took her   
little time longer to learn to sleep through entire synagogue and church services, and choir and    
instrumental concerts. She sleeps through large and loud congregational suppers as well as outings 
to restaurants with groups of friends after the services.  She’s learned that under a chair or pew or 
under a restaurant table, she is “on duty” and expected to rest quietly. At home, off duty, she is as 
loud, active, and busy teething as any other puppy. 

       Mosques have presented a different problem.  Muslims do not customarily keep dogs as 
house pets and we are not sure Molly would know how to behave in a situation where everyone sits 
on the floor for the sermon and alternately stands and prostrates on the floor during the prayers.  I 
told our Muslim friend that in 2007 I’d visited a school for traumatized children in Bethlehem. It 
was run by a Roman Catholic nun, providing care and education for children who had lost a family 
member in fighting in the Middle East.  

 When I’d asked the nun if this was post-traumatic stress she said, “No, this is continuing 
traumatic stress. The problem is still going on.”   I observed that she had several small dogs present 
for the children to play with. Because these were Muslim children, I was surprised and said to her, 
“Muslims don’t usually keep dogs as pets. Had the parents of the children expressed concern over 
the dogs?”  She replied, “At first, when the dogs arrived, several parents came to me about it. I said, 
Mohammad specifically approved of working dogs. Just look at how hard this dog is working to 
make your child feel safe and loved. After the parents passed that story around, I had no more ques-
tions about it.” 

      My Muslim friend loved the story and told others, and I found myself telling it repeatedly in 
the mosque social time after the noon Friday prayers. One man came and said, “I’ve wondered 
about dogs.  I knew that Muslims could keep working dogs, like hunting dogs and sheep dogs, but 
my kids have wanted a dog as a house pet, and my wife and I were not sure. I think you’ve just 
solved my problem.” 

        Molly may have a new second career, as an interfaith relations activist. -- Edward (“Chip”)     
Ordman 
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