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Inside this issue: 

Martin Luther King Jr. — born on 15 January 1929 and assassinated in 
1968 aged thirty-nine — will rightly be honored as a giant of American 
history with a public holiday this month. We’ll have a chance to hear 
again snippets of his speech to the 250,000 people assembled for the 
March on Washington for Freedom and Jobs in       
August 1963. Known as the “I have a dream” speech, 
those words were not actually in the script that Dr. King took to the     
podium. They were ad-libbed in the moment. In front of all those people, 
cameras and microphones, not to mention the millions watching on tele-
vision, Dr. King went off-piste. He winged it. 

I invite you to pay close attention to the spontaneous closing words of 
his “I have a dream” speech. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is a   
hero of our nation. His significance for the church is less noticed. He — a 
third generation Baptist preacher — was adamant that the Church of 
God was in as desperate need of reform as the society in which it sat.   
Dr. King denounced division within the church as vigorously as he      
denounced racism.  

Do we Christians remember the religious content of Dr. King’s closing 
words on that sweltering August afternoon? He exhorted the crowd to 
bring closer the day when “all of God’s children, black and white, Jews 
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing 
in the words of the old spiritual — Free at last! Free at last! Thank God 
almighty, we are free at last!” 

Jay’s Say:  

Dr. King lived and died for his hope that ordinary people would one day rise up in righteous non-
violent rebellion and tell the powers that be that they would tolerate scandalous division no longer. 
In the Church of God, are we listening? 

This month is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity — an international ecumenical observance 
kept annually between 18 and 25 January. Founded by Anglicans hoping for unity with the Church 
of Rome, the observance goes back to 1908 in the United States. The week begins on the Feast of the 
Confession of Peter, the Protestant variant of the ancient Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, and    
concludes with the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul. 

Our church divisions are a scandal. And it’s not only Martin Luther King who pointed this out. At 
the Last Supper Jesus prayed passionately to the Father for the unity of his followers: “May they all 
be one” (John 17.21). 

As a tiny step toward the fulfillment of Christ’s prayer, we shall observe the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity at St. Andrew’s.  
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Parish Birthdays Parish Updates 

Baptism 

3 November 

Jeremy  Kellett 

 

Funeral Service 

21 December 

Steven Ozment 

The Outreach Commission normally 
meets the first Thursday of each month at 
5 PM to receive and consider  suggestions 
for our Last Sunday offering. We have 
agreed that our efforts should be focused 
on humanitarian needs, both domestic 
and  international; and we welcome sug-
gestions from parishioners. At our meet-
ings we discuss potential recipients and 
decide who among us will do the required 
research and the  writing.  

Committee members are Elizabeth     
Lowell, Becky Rylander, Greg Vogt, Janet 
Heyl and Karen  Zurheide. Their contact 
information is in the 2018 St. Andrew's 
Parish Directory.  

The 26 January recipient of Last Sunday donations is 
Epiphany Church, Newport.   See pp. 10-11. 

Additional information will follow in January bulletins 
and announcements.  
Please note that information about the February Last  
Sunday recipient was not available when The Network 
was published.  Please be on the lookout for that infor-
mation as well. 

Music Survey 

If you haven’t yet filled out the music survey please 
do so promptly.   You can access the  survey on your 
home computer at  

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/
a07egpvfl90k2qkf7ja/start 

Alternatively, please copy the link and paste it into 
your browser, or take the survey on a church comput-
er, or fill out a hard copy found in the church office. 

Jenna Wheeler 4 

Nicky Murphy 7 

James Wassell 7 

Deborah Lambert 8 

Loa Winter 8 

Linda Miller 10 

John Jevne 12 

Peter Machen 12 

Edward Olney 12 

Barbara Smith 12 

David Marshall 16 

Nancy Rollins 16 

Tina Colehower 23 

Diane Caldwell 25 

Linda Barnes 26 

Kathryn MacLeod 26 

Natalie Stark 28 

Kent Woodger 28 

Jeanie Plant 30 

Evelyn Douty 2 

Donald Mitchell, Jr. 3 

Candie Reynolds 3 

George Jamieson 6 

Natalie Davis 8 

Bill Helm 10 

Bill Sloan 11 

Sondra VanderPloeg 12 

Judy Wallace 14 

Gardner Yenawine 18 

Cynthia Canaday 19 

Bruce Avery 20 

Lou Sawyer 20 

Terry Smith 27 

Keith Thomas 27 

Annual Meeting takes place between 
services on 19 January.  Here is the 
slate of officers we will be voting on: 

Vestry (3 years through 2023):       
Greg Vogt, Joe Daly, Chris Heyl  

Warden (2 years through 2022):     
Marni Eaton  

Treasurer (3 years through 2023):  
Mike Quinn  

Convocation Delegate (3 years 
through 2023):  Pat Goodwin  
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MEET AARON JENKYN, MISSIONER AT ST. ANDREW’S  
A Vermont native and University of Vermont graduate, Aaron lives in Grantham with 
her husband Marcus and their two sons: Patrick (7) and Teddy (4). Aaron has served as 
lay Missioner at Epiphany Church in Newport since 2018 and joined St. Andrew’s staff 
in November 2019 as Missioner, where she will help oversee community engagement 
and the implementation of Children and Church Together. Prior to her work with the 
Episcopal Church, Aaron worked in community and behavioral health research. 
 
 Four years ago my family, wiggly toddler and fussy baby in tow, came to 
a Christmas Eve service here at St. Andrew’s. We came because we were looking 
for a church home where we could raise our family and grow in faith together. 
My husband and I, from different church traditions, wanted a place we could 
worship together and we thought the Episcopal Church might just be the place for us. That service 
was beautiful and the congregation welcoming so we began coming more often. I found the         
sermons relevant and thought provoking and was encouraged by the frequent calls to action and 
opportunities for service. St. Andrew’s was a place where I felt challenged to think about how my 
faith and values aligned with the way I was living my life. Since we first walked through those 
doors St. Andrew’s has been a place where our whole family has felt supported. 
 During this time St. Andrew’s and Epiphany Newport were developing a closer relationship 
and the stories of mission and renewal in Newport occasionally crept into sermons here. I was in-
trigued by the prospect of renewal at this little stone church not far from Grantham. I began volun-
teering with Epiphany’s after-school program, and quickly fell in love with the kids and their fami-
lies. When Kelly Sundberg Seaman’s curacy ended and Jay called to say that he needed help in 
Newport, I didn’t hesitate to say yes. Together with Bishop Rob, we created an innovative 
leadership model in which Jay and I would share responsibility for the congregation. As lay 
missioner I am responsible for pastoral care, nurturing discipleship and creatively engaging the 
local community. 
 In Newport we continue to build on the outreach work that was started by Alice Roberts, 
Kelly, and so many others, many of whom are here at St. Andrew’s. Epiphany has rebuilt itself 
drawing on its longstanding tradition of serving God by serving Newport.  Epiphany has also tried 
some new and exciting ways of engaging the community. Messy Church is one of these experi-
ments. Messy Church provides a fun and comfortable invitation to those new to church, to come 
and see, to play and pray together. Epiphany’s Messy Church is meeting a need in the community, 
it is bridging the church to the community, creating a place of belonging and connection for all. As I 
begin to work here in New London, I hope to help facilitate these types of  connections with those 
new to church, and to help create a place where a new generation of families can discover their own 
belovedness in Christ.  
 My life has been transformed by the relationships and experiences that I have encountered at 
Epiphany and St. Andrew’s.  Frederick Buechner defines vocation as “the place where your deep 
gladness meets the world’s deep need” and that is what I have found in the work that I am doing in 
the church.  Each day has brought with it a new challenge, a new opportunity, a new way to grow 
closer to God.  
 Throughout all of this, I have remained open to where the Spirit is taking me, and as I move 
forward with this ministry, it has become clear to me that I would like to explore a call to ordained 
ministry.  With the blessing of St. Andrew’s and Epiphany, and the support of Padre Jay, and    
Bishop Rob, this is a process I will begin in the new year. This is truly something I could never have 
anticipated when we walked through the doors of this church on that Christmas Eve.  
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How Can God Be Three in One? 

       The question “Can you help me to understand the Trinity?” often lies at the crux of how we 
as Christians can understand what we think we’re “supposed” to believe while we’re also         
grappling with our doubts and confusion. 

     Certainly, we’re not the first ones to wrestle with this! 

    I’ve found what I feel is a very helpful insight from Dorothy L. Sayers (1893-1957), the writer 
of the Lord Peter Wimsey mysteries, who was also deeply interested in theological topics.  She     
offered an explanation:  

∗ In the beginning is God - the Father - the Idea, 

∗ Which needs a body - a Form to be seen - the Son 

∗ This then is an experience to be perceived - the Holy Spirit. 

       Think of writing a book: 

 You can’t have that book without having had a preceding Idea of it. 

 You can't share that Idea without a written Form of it;  

 The book's Message (experience) impacting you arises from seeing the Form, which has come 
from the Idea: Three in One. 

Clearly, there is much more to be said about the Trinity, but I hope you find this helpful. -- 
Katrina Wagner 

Study Opportunity in Jerusalem with Kathleen Rusnak 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CENTRE FOR BIBLICAL FORMATION OF NOTRE DAME DE SION, ECCE HOMO, JERUSALEM 

offers 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS FROM A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE 

Lecturer Kathleen Rusnak will teach this course in Jerusalem from 15 to 29 October, 2020.  For more 
information visit biblicalformationcentre.com or email patricia.oreilly@utoronto.ca. 

We conclude our parochial clergy 
bios in this issue with Katrina and 
Kathleen . . .  Please see pp. 14-15. 
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Happy New Year!  No matter where I sit in my home, I have a glorious view of trees and moun-
tains. Watching the colors of the trees, the sunrise and the sunsets change through the seasons is a 
gift that I appreciate every day. 

As the trees dropped the last of their leaves, and the winter chill and darkness set in, it is a good 
time to reflect on the year past. At this time last year, we were preparing for Jay’s sabbatical. We 
survived those three months and were blessed with a wonderful variety of priests who offered 
wonderful sermons. We were able to solve the rainbow flag issue. We formed a Green Committee 
who went to work immediately and much progress has been made in making our building greener 
and more energy efficient. We had a successful stewardship campaign and a wonderful celebratory 
dinner thanks to the leadership of Morris and Jeanne Edwards. Aaron Jenkyn was hired as our  
Missioner to coordinate the new initiative of Children and Church Together. We also have a plan to 
send a mission trip to Utah in April 2020. 

We have much to look forward to in 2020. So while we wait for the light to return and the earth to 
bloom again, we have the time to take stock of the best of what makes us who we are and the 
chance to accept the challenges of who we are still becoming as we follow Jesus in the way of love.  

Blessings,  Marni Eaton and Bruce Avery 

  The Wardens’  Words:  

 

On 21 December Susan Schweizer’s daughter read these words of thanks at the funeral service for Steven Ozment,         

Susan's late husband.  Susan particularly wants all to receive her thanks. 

The Alzheimer’s journey is not a choice.  You are given a diagnosis, told the journey will probably 
be long, and oh by the way there isn’t a definitive itinerary, yet the destination is a sure thing.   At 
times the pace is slow and you question if you are really on the journey.  Other times, the pace  
accelerates and you pray for more time. . . .  

First, Steven’s memory care communities were all exceptional. . . . Second, though Steven retired 
from Harvard in 2015, the faculty, staff, and students, both recent and past, continued to reach out 
to Steven and my Mom. . . . Doctors, nurses, researchers, therapists, and caregivers were the main 
navigators of the journey.  Their support and compassion were consistent and empathetic. Each 
could be called upon for advice on a moment’s notice. . . .  

Next, and so appreciated, are the St. Andrew’s clergy and congregation.  In the early stages of his 
journey you sought him out to chat about this or that and encouraged him to continue his in-
volvement.  He felt welcomed whether it was a service, a dinner, a men’s club breakfast, or just 
having coffee on Sundays.  He always looked forward to coming to church, especially if there 
were lemon squares.  Steven was not the only one to feel the warmth of St. Andrew’s.  You reached 
out to Mom often asking about Steven or making sure she was taking care of herself.  Mom has 
said that the most difficult part of moving from Grantham was the distance between her and St. 
Andrew’s.  My Mom thanks all of you from the bottom of her heart. 

Lastly, the heaviness of the journey was made lighter by friends, neighbors, and, of course, family    
. . . And finally, there is gratitude to all who came today to help celebrate Steven’s life.  The family 
thanks you.  
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Readings from the Apocrypha 

If you attended the All Souls evening service in November you heard Nancy Fleming read a       
passage from an apocryphal book, the Wisdom of Solomon.  The term apocrypha, from the Greek 
word for “hidden,” refers to 15 books not found in the Hebrew canon or Tanakh (Law, Prophets and 
Writings) that was the basis of our Old Testament (OT). 

Called “deuterocanonical” (a secondary canon), the apocrypha is an addition to the protocanonical 
writings (the Tanakh) that were accepted early into the biblical canon by both Jews and early Chris-
tians.  With just one exception, these books were all found in the Septuagint, the Greek version of 
the Old Testament and accorded full status as God’s word.  Fragments of some have been found 
among the Dead Seas Scrolls in Qumran and most of them are reliably thought to have been written 
in Hebrew or Aramaic by devout Jews between about 250 B.C. and 100 C.E. 

According to Diarmaid MacCulloch, in his book Christianity: The First Three Thousand Years, some 
Christian commentators doubted the status of these books, leading to exclusion from the Protestant 
canon in the 16th century.  Luther, MacCulloch notes, removed these apocryphal books from the Old 
Testament yet kept them in an appendix of his German bible of 1534.  The Church of England       
allowed them to be read in public unlike other Protestant denominations.  Ultimately, readings 
from the deuterocanonical books are now included in modern lectionaries in the Anglican         
Communion, based on the Revised Common Lectionary (in turn based on the Roman                 
Catholic lectionary), with alternative readings from protocanonical books also provided. 

“Rather than ask whether a text is revealed (and by what criteria could we possibly decide?) it is 
better to ask whether a text is revelatory, whether we learn something from it about human na-
ture or about the way the world works.”—John J. Collins, A Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible 

Probably written in Greek in the first century C.E., we can see in this passage read for All Souls the 
belief in the immortality of the soul that the Wisdom of Solomon uniquely among OT literature  
professes.   Other books in the apocrypha include Tobit, Judith, Additions to the Book of Esther, the 
Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (the Wisdom of Jesus son of Sirach), Baruch, the Letter of        
Jeremiah, the Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Children, Susanna, Bel and the Dragon,   
1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 1 Esdras, the Prayer of Manasseh, and 2 Esdras. (Eastern Orthodox 
churches recognize other books as well.)  -- Alice Perry  

Wisdom 3.1-9 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and no torment will ever touch them. 
In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, 
and their departure was thought to be a disaster, 
and their going from us to be their destruction; 
but they are at peace. 
For though in the sight of others they were pun-
ished, 
their hope is full of immortality. 
Having been disciplined a little, 
they will receive great good, 
 

because God tested them and found them worthy of 
himself; 
like gold in the furnace he tried them, 
and like a sacrificial burnt-offering he accepted 
them. 
In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, 
and will run like sparks through the stubble. 
They will govern nations and rule over peoples, 
and the Lord will reign over them for ever. 
Those who trust in him will understand truth, 
and the faithful will abide with him in love, 
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, 
and he watches over his elect.  
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When Does EfM Resume? 

Education for Ministry is the Episcopal Church’s flagship program of theological reflection.  Every 
baptized person is called to ministry and through weekly reading and discussions, we are able to 
refine our understanding of and nurture our Christian service.   

In recent years we have scheduled our meetings on the calendar year (beginning in January) but 
when we concluded last September the group decided to resume in September, joining most other 
EfM groups that meet instead on an academic calendar. 

Although a four-year program (Old Testament, New Testament, History of Christianity, and Theol-
ogy) no one is obliged to take all four years (or to take them in consecutive years).  Our EfM group 
that concluded in the fall included some first-year participants and some third-year members.  We 
are hoping several of them will decide to continue in the fall — as second– and fourth-year learners 
— along with a couple of new “year one” participants. We are aware of a couple of interested       
parishioners and hope there might be more. 

We meet for study and discussion for 36 weeks of the year. On Tuesdays at noon we meet for Mid-
day Prayer and then bring a bag lunch to the table for a two-hour session. Marni Eaton and Alice 
Perry will again serve as mentors in 2020.  Please speak with them or Shelly in the church office if 
you are interested in joining us in the fall.  It’s not too soon to think about it.  We anticipate registra-
tion during the summer months for a September start.  

Note: the two authors cited in the discussion on the previous page about the Apocrypha are from 
fourth-year and first-year texts. You never know when something you are asked to do is made     
better and easier by participation in EfM. — Marni Eaton and Alice Perry 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY AT ST. ANDREW’S  

“Ask a Muslim Anything” with Robert Azzi will take place Sunday, 26 January from                
2 to 4 PM (storm date 9 February).  Robert Azzi is an acclaimed photojournalist, columnist and 
public speaker from Exeter.  

An Arab American Muslim, he writes regularly -- including a column that appears regularly 
most Sundays (and occasionally another day) in the Concord Monitor -- on issues of identity,   
conflict and Islam, particularly as they apply in the Middle East and the Global South.   

Hear what being a Muslim is like from his perspective, as Robert joins us to encourage toler-
ance, understanding and interfaith dialogue in a respectful setting where nothing is off the   
table. Bring your questions and your friends to this free event (donations accepted), which is 
sure to be a lively educational experience. For more information about Robert, see theotheraz-
zi.wordpress.com/about. 

Get ready, all of you St. Andrew's crafters. The Craft  Group starts meeting 
to make things for the Summer Fair on Tuesday, 4 February from 9:30 to 
11:30 AM.  All who are interested are welcome -- come for food, fun and fel-
lowship.  We meet in the Parish Hall weekly until the Summer Fair.  After a 
summer break we resume in the fall in preparation for the St. Nicholas Fair. 
Come one, come all.  



ST. ANDREW’S NETWORK NEWS PAGE 8 

 

 

 Calendar of Events 
January: 

5 (Sunday) - Epiphany pageant, 10 AM 

9 (Wednesday) - Novel Theology (see p. 11) 

18 to 25  (Saturday to Saturday)  - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

19 (Sunday) - Annual Meeting beween services, 9:55 AM (see p. 2) 

24 (Friday) - Friendly Kitchen (below) 

26 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit Epiphany Church, Newport;                                 
Robert Azzi, 2 PM (see p. 7) 

 
February: 
4 (Tuesday) - Craft Group resumes, 9:30 AM (see p. 7) 
9 (Sunday) - “Storm date” for Robert Azzi, 2 PM (see p. 7) 
12 (Wednesday) - Reel Theology (see p. 11) 
23 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit outreach recipient, to be named 
26 (Wednesday) - Lent commences with Ash Wednesday services, to be announced 

 
Monday to Friday 12 Noon Midday Prayer  

Tuesdays (beginning 4 Feb.) 9:30 AM Craft Group 
Wednesdays 10 AM Music & Memory 

Thursdays 10 AM Thursday Tots; 7 PM Choir Rehearsal 
Saturdays 3:15 Mountaintop Mass, Mt. Sunapee; 5 PM Worship at                     

Epiphany, Newport 

We have been serving dinner at Friendly Kitchen in Concord for about 15 
years and are looking to recruit some new volunteers. It’s not a big time   
commitment, just three or four hours on one day every other month.  So 
grab your toque and apron and sign up for a rewarding experience.  Our 
next date is Friday, 24 January.  The sign up sheet will be on the narthex shelf early in the month. 
This ministry makes a difference to those in need! 

Help Re-Stock the KLS   
Community Food Pantry 

January  Canned Fruit 

February:  Large juice (especially low sugar and 100% juice) 

Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf and instant),  peanut butter and jelly, cake and 
brownie mixes and monetary donations are always welcome. 
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High School Youth Group Happenings, Youth on Main and Upbeat Choir 

 

 

Did you miss the December Fashion Show with 
these items, right, from the Thrift Shop?  Was 
there someone on your Christmas list now wear-
ing one of these garments modeled by high school 
youth (with help)? 

Upbeat Choir under 
the direction of     
Nicole Densmore, 
above and right, led 
the congregation 
with John Bell’s 
“Cloth for the     
Cradle” on the third 
Sunday in Advent. 

Youth on Main (YOM) is our interdenomina-
tional youth group serving the Lake Sunapee 
area communities and is supported by Our 
Lady of Fatima, First Baptist and St.           
Andrew’s churches.  YOM invites middle-
schoolers to join us for events each month.  
Leaders include Lynn Wenger, Teresa      
Jackson and Ellen Yenawine.  In November, 
YOM gathered at First Baptist Church for a 
cooking class with Lee Dufort, who  runs her 
own catering company in Newport.   Lee 
taught 20 participants (pictured above) how to 
make healthy afternoon snacks: quesadillas 
(cheese and/or meat and veggie), homemade 
salsa and no-bake cookies.  She also taught a 
host of kitchen skills (safe kitchen/chopping 
skills and tips for planning ahead, taste and 
season as you go tips, dos and don’ts, and 
use of kitchen skillets). 

Our next scheduled event will be held on  
Saturday, 25 January, from 5:30 to 8 PM at 
Our Lady of Fatima church. We will be    
hosting a calzone-creating extravaganza     
interspersed with fun activities.  More details 
will follow in the bulletin.  Come join us and 
bring a friend!  — Ellen Yenawine 
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Serving God by Serving Newport 
Epiphany Church exists to serve all our neighbors, not just our members.  
Each week we come together at God’s table, just as we are, to be fed and 
empowered for service throughout the week. We run after-school programs  
on Mondays and Fridays, 
camp programs during the  
summer, and offer a free 
community meal on the last  
Sunday of every month. Our 
members are active  
throughout the Newport  
area, and all are welcome to 
join us in service. 

Epiphany 4H Explorers UpBeat Youth Choir Sunshine Diner 

EPIPHANY  EPISCOPAL 

100 community        

volunteers 

 

920 meals served at 

Sunshine Diner 

 

Weekly programs at 

capacity with 25 kids 

  

92% a8endance rate 

across ac9vi9es 

 

Summer day camp 

14 overnight          

camperships 

Last Sunday Looks Ahead— 26 January 
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Highlights of 2019  

“Something extraordinary is happening at Epiphany Episcopal Church 

in Newport, N.H.” reported Living Church magazine in its article “God 

Knows We’re Messy, and That’s OK.” We agree! 

 
Epiphany has welcomed many new faces, young and old, in 2019. We 

partner with local groups to support God’s mission in the broader 

community and have built lasting (even life-changing) relationships 

with children and families enrolled in our youth programs. UpBeat 

Youth Choir and Epiphany 4H Explorers continue to operate at full 

capacity, thanks to dedicated teams of volunteers and parent helpers. 

New in 2020 is a monthly middle school group that offers adult leader-

ship and peer support for young people who have aged out of Explor-

ers. 

 
We gather on Saturdays at 5 PM for a joyful service of Holy Commun-

ion. That communion is extended each month to a dozen residents of 

Woodlawn Care Center and to our members who can no longer get to 

church. Bridging our worship and community outreach is Messy 

Church — a creative, joy-filled worship service for those new to 

church and for families seeking to grow in faith together.  

 
Epiphany partnered with St. Andrew’s, New London to bring world 

class speakers and workshops to Newport in 2019. We learned paper-

less singing with Music that Makes Community, explored the Psalms 

with composer and author John Bell of the Iona Community, and host-

ed a Messy Church national training to help churches all over New 

England get started with this wonderful ministry. 

 

What the Community is Saying 

 
“Epiphany Church does an amazing job of welcoming and including 
marginalized kids, the ones that can’t find other places to feel safe or 
feel like they belong. Epiphany is creating a space for these kids and 
their extended families. They come early, stay late, and then they start 
showing up at all of Epiphany’s other events.”  — 

Stacey Hammerlind, Liaison, Homeless Assistance, SAU 43 
 

“Thank you for UpBeat! I LOVE it …it was the best, best, best, best, 
best thing that ever happened to me!” — Jasmine, Age 9 
 

“Thank you all for what you do for our children and grandchildren. My 
granddaughter had a blast at camp and can’t wait for Epiphany 4H 
Explorers to start.” — Sherri  

 
 

Through play and prayer, art and 
storytelling, we come together to 
worship God and give thanks in 
a new way. At the heart of our 
Messy Church, we celebrate  
Holy Communion — all of us, 
young and old, those new to 
church and those with a lifetime 
of memories — coming together 
around the altar to share God’s 
feast.  



ST. ANDREW’S NETWORK NEWS PAGE 12 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the warm welcome back to New London and Saint Andrew’s Church. Thank you also 
for allowing me to step back into a musical memory, now twenty years ago, of serving the musical 
program of the parish. The reception has been warm and many friendships have been renewed. 
Working with the ministry, the choir and music program is as exciting 
and meaningful as before. I am honored and truly grateful.   — Donald Cox  

Note from the Interim Music Director 

Reel and Novel Theology  

We will discuss the novel People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks on 10 January at  
7 PM in the Parish Hall. 
 

On 12 February we discuss                                                                                         
the film Shadowlands. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please speak to Shelly in the office if you are interested in leading one of these discussions and/or 
have suggestions for reading and viewing in the months ahead.  
 
Please keep in mind that the titles we choose — book or film — are meant to shape our under-
standing of ideas like love, compassion, forgiveness, redemption; in other words, those markers we       
encounter in following Christ.  

Have you noticed the good things in life? Have you given 

thanks to God for them? Have you started a daily discipline 

of gratitude? The Blue Boxes have arrived and are available 

so that you can make daily offerings for your blessings and 

the good things in life. 

Thanks be to God! 
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A CHOIR’S BLESSING 

We pause tonight to celebrate 
our friend 

whose contributions to the 
church are vast. 

His talents, heart and 
knowledge know no end. 

His imprint on our spirits long 
will last. 

 

He never let us settle for “okay” 

But pushed us to improve our humble skills. 

How constantly he strived to show the way 

to blend our voices, intellects and wills. 

 

He never missed a trick nor any flaw. 

“Choir, that’s the same darn note you know.” 

“Don’t come in early!  Watch me!  That’s a ‘fa’!” 

“That note’s above the staff!  You’re way too 
low!” 

He crafted compositions by the score. 

Each week brought bright flute descants for     
Nicole, 

arrangements of the psalms, hymn tunes and 
more, 

and organ music nourishing the soul. 

 

So, David - organist, director, friend, 

we wish you joy and blessings without end.       
— Linda Barnes  

Linda read this sonnet in church following the Stew-
ardship Dinner and again on David’s last Sunday at 
the conclusion of the 10 AM 
service. 

Dear Friends, 

Our time together has been wonderful. Five years growing in faith with you have nourished 
me. I am now moving on to other ventures. You have given me support and love that will   
sustain me in the days ahead. For this priceless gift I thank you. 

You have also given me a most welcome money gift. This gift will enable me to update my 
music notation software and computer equipment. I am planning to redesign my studio at 
home to make my composing more efficient.  

The years with you have given me many experiences I will cherish for the rest of my life. My 
work with the Parish Choir, and with Nicole, has inspired me to compose new music virtually 
every week.  

My first composition teacher taught me a very important lesson: In order to learn and practice 
your craft, you must be in community with musicians who are willing to sing and play your 
music. And all of you, my friends, are part of my musical and devotional community. This 
community is your greatest gift to me. 

For you, for this time with you, and for all other mercies from God’s hand, I offer my most 
profound thanks. 

Peace, Hope, Love, Joy, and Harmony, 

David  
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We conclude on these two pages a series of Parochial Clergy biographical sketches.   
 

A retired minister of the United Church of Christ (UCC) and active with Adven-
tures in Learning (AIL), The Rev. Dr. Katrina Wagner is a full member of St. 
Andrew’s and leads our weekly Faith and Issues group. 
 
I first came to New London in 1994 with my husband Jim Byers when I 
was invited to take part in a funeral service for a dear family friend, Gerald 
Putnam Sr. at St. Andrew's.  In 1999, Jim and I returned again for me to 
participate at St. Andrew's for the funeral of Gerry's widow, Nancy.      
During this visit we stayed on for a few days and began seriously thinking 
about moving here.  (We'd tried Florida and missed New England).  At the 
Putnam children's urging we bought the   Putnam's house in early 2000, a 
home that now holds many happy memories as well as some sad ones.  It 
is a place that my children Jenny Harrington and Jack Bryant love to visit, 
but Jim died in 2001 and Bill Wagner in 2014.  

I grew up in Farmington, Connecticut, a lovely town very like New      
London, where I added “bars” each year to my small Sunday School pin      
attending Saint James Episcopal Church.  Every summer my family vaca-
tioned in the Adirondacks and we worshiped at the Keene Valley      

Congregational Church, now part of the United Church of Christ.  

My early introduction to two styles of worship, and the years following of exposure to the great    
diversity of how people all over the world worshiped, helped to enlarge my perspective when I felt 
called in the late 70s to pursue ordained ministry.  I attended Boston University School of Theology 
to earn a Master of Divinity (M.Div.) and Doctor of Divinity (D. Min.) in pastoral psychology and 
was ordained in 1982.  

I have  served in parish ministry; as a hospital chaplain at Massachusetts General Hospital; Founder 
& Executive Director of Interfaith Aids Ministry, Inc. in Boston; sabbatical supply, guest minister 
and Intentional Interim Minister.  I have had experience on various Standing Committees, Vestries 
and Search Committees, and as president of Daughters of the King Chapter at All Angels by the Sea 
(Long Boat Key, FL) and the Bishop's Theological Commission for the Diocese of Southwest Florida.  
I'm a former president of the Board of Governors (Alumnae Association) at Westover School and 
now a Class Agent.  In recent years I've enjoyed a number of Adventures in Learning courses at  
Colby Sawyer College, and presently serve on AIL’s Board of Directors and the Curriculum       
Committee.  

Although I am now a retired minister of the United Church of Christ, my ministerial standing       
remains with the New York Conference of the UCC and I continue fully as a member of both the 
Episcopal Church and the UCC.   

Being a member of our Episcopal Church of Saint Andrew has brought me much joy. The inspira-
tional worship services, the Faith and Issues group that I lead on Saturday mornings, my Monday 
afternoons in the Thrift Shop, and being able to assist in other ministries and activities with Jay and 
dear friends all help to keep me energized and focused on “True North.”   I feel very fortunate to be 
a part of this vibrant and generous-hearted church and I thank God every day for its blessings in my 
life.  
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The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Rusnak is known to us as a St. Andrew’s parishioner and occa-
sional preacher and teacher.  Learn here how she came to this place, from ordination as a 
Lutheran pastor to living and working in Israel, and more. 

What you don’t know about me is that I love to sing, and sang some Barry         
Manilow and James   Taylor pieces in college and seminary. The slow stuff! You do 
know that I love to teach and preach. The preaching started in my first year of high 
school, when in speech class, it was forbidden to give a speech on religion or race 
(this was the 1960s), but I did just that. Earlier in life (growing up in the Cleveland 
suburbs), church life was another love, and in that same freshman year of high 
school I gave a sermon at my church, a church where women still do not give    
sermons and are not ordained. There never was another occupational consideration but ministry. I 
was called.  

But to be ordained I had to leave the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod to another Lutheran church. 
The differences were huge theologically, and still are, but transitioning was still an experience I 
called, “the great divorce.” It was like converting to another religion all together. I had left my fami-
ly’s and extended family’s faith and left all my friends behind. Leaving friends behind also hap-
pened in my freshman year, so I had some experience. At my Lutheran high school, I made friends 
with a black boy, prompting my parents to suddenly transfer me to an all-white local school, and 
thus to my speech class. See the thread? At about this same time, I learned about Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
in my church youth group and thus about WWII, and the Holocaust. As with the civil rights move-
ment, the Holocaust would remain a life-long study invoking the Christian World. I would learn 
that nearly a millennium of Christian anti-Jewish theology -- that led to anti-Jewish laws, ghettoes, 
forced conversions, restricted occupations and expulsions from dozens of cities and countries -- was 
the foundation to which the Nazis added their racial theories about Jews, leading to the Holocaust 
and the need for Jewish sovereignty. 

So, you’ve experienced my teaching and preaching of the Gospels from Second Temple Judaism, 
which reconnects us to our forgotten Jewish roots. It was a long journey from the Holocaust to this 
place. In my second parish in New Jersey, I led a group of pilgrims to Israel (1985), and then later 
(1989) studied for a month at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. From 1998-2000, between my second and 
third parish in New Jersey, I lived and worked in Israel at a European post-Holocaust Christian   
kibbutz as the theological study coordinator. This was a place where young people from mostly       
Holland and Germany, came to meet Jews for the first time, so few remained in their countries, to 
study Judaism, walk the land, to “turn around” Christian-Jewish relations (repentance), and support 
the then fledging young country. 

I returned to Connecticut to work at hospice, as director and chaplain (this was my third hospice 
employment), and was part-time pastor of my third and last congregation in New Jersey, ending in 
2010. I then moved to New Hampshire, joined St. Andrew’s, where I occasionally teach and preach, 
teach occasionally at AIL at Colby-Sawyer, and give lectures nationally and internationally on     
spiritual issues at end of life. 

*The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 
(seminary), M.Div. 1978 

*Clinical Pastoral Education, Lutheran Medical 
Center, Brooklyn, NY, 1979 

*Ordained, May 31, 1980, Cherry Hill, NJ 

*New York Theological Seminary, NYC, STM 
(Master of Sacred Theology)  

*Drew University, Madison, NJ, Ph.D., 
“Psychology and Religion,” 1998. 
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Parish Office 
Office 603-526-6344 

Fax 603-526-8623 

Email office@standrewsnl.org 
 

Rector 

   The Rev. Jay MacLeod 

Interim Director of Music 

 Donald Cox 

Dir. of Music for Children and Youth 

Nicole Densmore 

Missioner 

Aaron Jenkyn 

Verger 

 Anne Hall 

Parish Administrator 

   Shelly Boucher 

Resident Clergy 

 The Rev. Patricia Harris 

    The Rev. Canon Jim Ransom 

    The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Rusnak 

The Rev. Leslie Smith 

The Rev. Charlie Tirrell 

The Rev. Dr. Katrina Wagner 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New London, NH 

P.O. Box 294 

52 Gould Road, 

New London, NH 03257                                                                                                       

                        The Vestry 
Wardens 

Marni Eaton (expires Jan. 2020) 

Bruce Avery (expires Jan. 2021)  

 
 
Treasurer 

Becky Forbes (expires Jan. 2020) 

  

Committee Chairpersons 
 
Altar Guild 
Judy Ackroyd 
Rosie Best 

 
Buildings & Grounds 
Harvey Best 

 
Craft Group 
Rosie Best 
Barbara Smith 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Anne Hall 

 
Finance & Investments 
Becky Forbes 
 

Newsletter 
Alice Perry – Editor 

 
Outreach 
Becky Rylander 

 
Stewardship  
Morris and Jeanne Edwards 

                     Vestry Members 

Term Expires Jan. 2020 

Harvey Best 

Joe Daly 

Greg Vogt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Expires Jan. 2021 

Morris Edwards 

Alice Perry, Clerk 

Linda Potter 

 

Term Expires Jan. 2022 

Lisa Kelly 

Russ Register 

Barbara Smith 


