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Inside this issue: 

Marilynne Robinson came to our rescue. The author of four novels,      
including the masterpiece Gilead, Robinson is also an essayist. All of her 
writing is a conversation with the Bible, and I knew she wrote an essay 
entitled “Fear.” 

Like church leaders across this land, your Vestry 
members have been grappling with the issue of church security in the 
wake of mass shootings in houses of worship. We have a duty of care to 
our congregation, and if young and old are to be kept safe and secure, we 
must be prepared for a variety of threats and security emergencies — on 
Sunday mornings and throughout the week. 

Research by the Vestry Security Committee revealed that St. Andrew’s is 
the only New London church which has failed to install a video surveil-
lance system and which does not lock its doors during worship and 
throughout the week. Following advice from the Department of Home-
land Security and the New London Police Department, the Vestry has 
been considering a series of security measures. 

These have been difficult discussions. We have a duty to keep parishion-
ers safe, but Jesus practiced radical hospitality, welcomed the marginal-
ized, and broke down barriers wherever he found them. How do we  
welcome those who arrive at our foyer for the first time, including those 
who may stand out because of their clothes, their anxieties, and their 
bearing? You have heard me warn in sermons:  Draw a line that excludes 
people, and you’ll always find Jesus on the other side of the line. 

Jay’s Say:  

Agonizing about how to frame the Vestry debate about security measures last Thursday (20 Febru-
ary), I remembered Marilynne Robinson’s article on fear. I sifted through boxes of old magazines in 
our basement and was pleasantly surprised to find “Fear” in a September 2015 issue of the New York 
Review of Books.  

Robinson argues that America is full of fear but that fear is not a Christian habit of mind. As        
children we learn, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me” (Psalm 23.4).  

When we are fearful we are apt to see threat everywhere. Fear can operate as an appetite or an      
addiction. You can never be safe enough.  

As Christians we are to fear not the death of our bodies but the loss of our souls. Motivated by the 
noble desire to keep their members safe, churches could be at risk of losing their souls.  

St. Andrew’s, I hope, will operate out of a sense of grace rather than fear. “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1.5).  
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Parish Birthdays Parish Updates 

Burial 

3 January 

Bruce Hudson 

The Outreach Commission meets the first 
Thursday of each month at 5 PM  (subject 
to change) to receive and consider        
suggestions for our Last Sunday offering. 
We have agreed that our efforts should be 
focused on humanitarian needs, both    
domestic and  international; and we wel-
come suggestions from parishioners. At 
our meetings we discuss potential recipi-
ents and decide who among us will do the 
required research and the  writing.  

Committee members are Elizabeth     
Lowell, Becky Rylander, Greg Vogt, Janet 
Heyl and Karen  Zurheide. Their contact 
information is in the 2018 St. Andrew's 
Parish Directory.  

Please see pp. 4-5 for Last Sunday offering 
recipients in March and April.  Also see  
p. 9 for an item about our continued      
involvement with and support of a past 
Last Sunday recipient,  TLC Family       
Resource Center. 

Also note, as our initial $60,000 Matching 
Fund for the Last Sunday Outreach Offer-
ing was almost depleted, another two 
anonymous donors have come forward, 
together providing an additional $30,000 
to match the monthly collection.  

Have you noticed the good things in life? 

Have you given thanks to God for them? 

Have you started a daily discipline of grati-

tude? The Blue Boxes have arrived and are 

available so that you can make daily offerings 

for your blessings and the good things in life. 

Thanks be to God! 

Jennifer Giles 1 

William Horn 2 

Larry Dufault 3 

Rosie Best 4 

Teddy Jenkyn 9 

Elizabeth Lowell 9 

Phil Trussell 12 

Anne Kelle' 14 

Katrina Wagner 15 

Ellen Wassell 15 

Hank O'o 19 

Nicole Densmore 21 

Mary Shepard 21 

Dolores Bausch 23 

Deborah Ransom 23 

Margaret Greenwood 24 

Toby MacLeod 24 

Diane Orecchio 24 

Emily Jones 25 

Missy Carroll 29 

Gwen Place 30 

Lev Hubbard 2 

Charlie Forbes 3 

Bobbi Travis 5 

Benjamin Greenwood 6 

Thierry Alber6ne 7 

Ainsley Frenkiewich 10 

Peter Ruth 10 

Emily Kelly 167 

Joan Ward 20 

Joseph Kealy 21 

Chris6ne Kelle' 23 

Ken Miller 26 

Catee Hubbard 29 

Peter Koumrian 29 
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    Children & Church Together   
Engaging Families at St. Andrew’s        

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s no secret that I love Messy Church. For months now you have heard me talking about the magic 
that happens at Messy Church, so it was with great anticipation that Messy Church New London 
was launched last month. 

 It was a joy and a delight to see St. Andrew’s transformed, to see the start of this ministry take 
shape here. More than 50 people gathered together to play, create and worship on a cold Sunday 
evening. Inside, the warm parish hall was transformed into a sanctuary of art, with colorful tables 
set up with activities, each connected to a Bible theme, with conversation starters and guides at each 
table to help connect the activities and stories to our own lives. 

I watched as people entered into the parish hall, eager to discover 
what Messy Church was all about. At first there was hesitation, 
adults wondering if they too were supposed to play, but the chil-
dren led the way, tugging at their parents’ and grandparents’ 
sleeves ready to jump in and create. It was hard not to get swept up 
in the joy and soon adults of all ages, with and without children, 
were covered in paint and paste, creating art and sharing stories.  

We then moved from the new-
ness and mess of the parish 
hall into the tradition and  

quiet of the sanctuary, to hear a story and celebrate Holy 
Communion. Afterwards, we joined back together for a deli-
cious meal in the parish hall, which had been transformed by 
an incredible team of volunteers, into a dining room while we 
sat and ate together, as one family.   

One of the greatest joys of this ministry for me is that I get to 
experience it with my kids. They love every part of Messy Church and often count down the days 
till the next one. I love that they want to hear the Bible stories over and over again, that they leave 
full of curiosity and wonder, and that we have created a community of friends and 

family that can help answer those questions! It is a blessing to share 
these experiences with other families at St. Andrew’s and it is excit-
ing to think about how God might be working through this ministry 
to transform our families, and our community, in the months and 
years to come.  

Messy Church will be offered every four to six weeks at St. Andrew’s, 
with the next service on Sunday, 22 March. Come discover the joy for 
yourself, and please continue to pray for this messy ministry.                
— Aaron Jenkyn 
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“Blest be the ties that bind…” and the bonds that release. 

The first part of that sentence is a well-known phrase from our Hymnal. The second half refers to 
our Last Sunday Outreach offering for the month of March. St. Andrew’s will be joining with    Unit-
ed Church of Christ (UCC) members, Quakers, Unitarians and others in New Hampshire to help 
raise the bond funds to release asylum seekers who have passed all the tests to immigrate and seek 
residency here. 

As jails go, the Strafford County one in Dover, New Hampshire could be considered pleasant. The 
cells are not overcrowded. The inmates are not violent. Constraints for visitors are not overly        
onerous. Still, it is a jail. As such, it receives asylum seekers from overcrowded prisons around the 
country. For that reason, it was the destination of the immigrant justice solidarity walk that some 
from St. Andrew’s participated in last August. 

As the asylum seekers’ cases wind slowly through the system, those who pass every test are offered 
release on bond. Until about a year ago, those bonds were about $1,500 per person. That amount can 
now be as high as $12,000, an onerous hurdle for people with limited economic resources. No      
reason has been given for this large increase, which is levied by a judge. Once released from deten-
tion, the asylum seeker is not allowed to work for 90 days. This makes finding employment and 
feeding oneself precarious. Some have families to go to. All must have an “official address” where 
mail can be sent. Host families willing to provide food and shelter are sorely needed in New   
Hampshire. 

These asylum seekers are not flight risks, for they have been thoroughly vetted and deemed desira-
ble for U.S. residency. Thus, once their paperwork is finalized, any bond money from the fund is re-
turned to be available to use again. Some recipients are also able to contribute back to the fund 
themselves out of gratitude.  

The first asylum seeker released in 2019 in New Hampshire was a registered nurse from Swaziland, 
and she is now gainfully employed. An online article tells the story of “Jorge” from Central Ameri-
ca, who was released from the Dover jail just prior to Christmas, paying a $7,000 bond, with $2,000 
raised by his family and $5,000 provided from the bond fund: https://www.uuactionnh.org/single-
post/2019/12/27/Bonding-Out-Jorge-from-the-Dover-Jail. 

The New Hampshire UCC and American Friends Service Committee would like to maintain $30,000 
in the bond fund, which currently stands at less than half that amount. Because only about six indi-
viduals are released in New Hampshire in a year, a revolving fund of $30,000 could be sufficient to 
aid those eligible. Please plan to join others from St. Andrew’s in giving generously to this vital fund 
through the Last Sunday offering on 29 March. — Elizabeth Lowell 

Last Sunday Looks Ahead— 29 March 
 

Bond Funds to Release Asylum Seekers 
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead— 26 April 
 

KLS Community Food Pantry 

The KLS (Kearsarge Lake Sunapee) Community Food Pantry, founded in 2007, is familiar to many 
in our congregation. During the month of April, please take the opportunity to learn more, as the 
Pantry will be our designated Last Sunday outreach offering recipient.  

Food insecurity, a fact of life for many in our world, is found not only in far-off developing places, 
run-down American inner cities, and distant parts of rural America. Unfortunately, it is also present 
nearby. The Pantry is an independent nonprofit organization housed at New London’s First Baptist 
Church that is dedicated to helping meet emergency and everyday food and household needs of  
individuals and families in our region who are experiencing financial hardship. Those in local need 
include elders trying to stretch too-small retirement incomes, the working poor whose paychecks 
are inadequate, and those who are out-of-work for one reason or another.  

The Pantry serves families in New London and ten other area towns, with weekly hours every 
Wednesday evening (5:30-7 PM) and Saturday morning (10-11:30 AM). Clients, who may visit the 
Pantry as often as once every two weeks, receive the equivalent of three days’ worth of family food. 
In addition to an array of nonperishables, clients are offered meats, vegetables and fruits, dairy and 
eggs, breads, detergents and paper goods.  

Pantry volunteers shop, stock and serve clients, under the direction of an active volunteer board of 
directors. Several members of St. Andrew’s are current or past board members, including current  
Co-Chair Marilyn Paradis. Others are on the roster of volunteers who serve clients, typically about 
once every two months. To explore volunteering, please speak to Marilyn. 

Last year the Pantry had 1,107 household visits (serving 3,475, with an average family size of just 
over three people), including 51 new families. Forty-four percent were adults ages 18 to 59, 35% 
were children under age 18, and 15% were seniors age 60 or older. The greatest number of clients 
was from New London, followed by those from Warner.  

Besides the donated goods on which the Pantry depends, frugal Pantry shoppers stock the Pantry 
with purchased items costing about $3,000 per month. Operating with extremely low overhead, the 
Pantry uses financial donations to make these purchases.  

Going forward, the Pantry will be making new efforts to get the word out about its services, as it is 
suspected that there are many more among us who could benefit, who might not yet be informed or 
who might fear the stigma of seeking such local help. Should you know someone for whom Pantry 
services could be appropriate, please encourage them to give the Pantry a try.  

Meanwhile, pray for the Pantry’s work and for the well-being of the people it serves, and please 
make plans to financially support it on 26 April with your Last Sunday offering.  — Karen Zurheide 

A note of appreciation from Pantry co-chair Marilyn Paradis: The Kearsarge Food Pantry received a 
generous donation from the Crop Walk this year.  Many St. Andrew’s people  participated and    
donated to the event. We are very grateful and certainly will be able to use the   
money for new expenses. 
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  The Wardens’  Words:  
 

 

 

Your Vestry has created a Security Committee to review the security policies and procedures neces-
sary to ensure that the Episcopal Church of Saint Andrew provides a safe haven for worship for our 
Parishioners. Joe Daly is the Committee Chair supported by Bruce Avery, Marni Eaton, Anne Hall, 
Chris Heyl and Billy Kelly. 

Churches across America have adopted a wide variety of security practices to ensure the safety of 
their members ranging from severe limitations on unlocked doors to the use of professional armed 
security personnel. It is obviously clear that many of these security practices create an environment 
clearly inconsistent with our credo that “All of God’s children are welcome here,”  raising the  
quandary of how do we achieve the balance of prudent security policies on the one hand, with   
hospitality and welcome on the other. This is particularly critical when considering those who come 
to our church for the first time – and for those who come in and find it hard to fit in, and those who 
stand out because of what they wear or their anxieties or posture.  

Whatever we do, it is imperative that we, as a church, intentionally endeavor to make St. Andrew’s 
a place where anyone and everyone feels both welcome and safe.  

We would appreciate your thoughts and guidance on how to find the optimal balance here. Please 
share your thoughts on this critical matter with members of either the Vestry or the Security     
Committee. The Suggestion Box in the Parish Hall provides an excellent vehicle for you to share 
your thoughts and recommendations.  — Blessings,  Marni Eaton and Bruce Avery 

The Craft  Group — aka Crafty Critters — meets Tuesdays from 9:30 to 
11:30 AM.  Bring your ideas, a craft project in progress or just your curiosity.  
We have refreshments, conversation and project suggestions for you as well.  
All are welcome.  

Reel and Novel Theology  

We will discuss the novel Finding Nouf  on 11 March with Nat Davis leading the 
discussion.   
 
The reel selected for discussion on 15 April is A Serious Man.   
 
Join us in the Parish Hall at 7 PM each month, after reading the 
book or watching the film, to be part of the discussion. 
 
Please speak to Shelly in the office if you are interested in leading one of these dis-
cussions and/or have suggestions for reading and viewing in the months ahead.  
 

Please keep in mind that the titles we choose — book or film — are meant to shape our under-
standing of ideas like love, compassion, forgiveness, redemption; in other words, those markers we       
encounter in following Christ.  
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 Calendar of Events 
March: 

1, 6, 7  (Sunday, Friday, Saturday) — First of five weekly meetings for Lenten small group            
discussions: Signs of Life (see p. 8) 

11 (Wednesday) — Novel Theology, 7 PM (see p. 6) 

27 (Friday) - Friendly Kitchen (below) 

29 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit Asylum Seekers (see p. 4) 
 
April: 
5 (Sunday) - Palm Sunday 
10 (Friday) - Good Friday 
12 (Sunday) - Easter 
15 (Wednesday) - Reel Theology, 7 PM (see p. 6) 
26 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit KLS Community Food Pantry 

(see p. 5) 
 
 

Please look for future announcements of Holy Week and Easter services  

 
Monday to Friday 12 Noon Midday Prayer  

Tuesdays 9:30 AM Craft Group 
Wednesdays 10 AM Music & Memory 

Thursdays 10 AM Thursday Tots; 7 PM Choir Rehearsal 
Saturdays 3:15 Mountaintop Mass, Mt. Sunapee; 5 PM Worship at                     

Epiphany, Newport 

We have been serving dinner at Friendly Kitchen in Concord for about 15 
years and are looking to recruit some new volunteers. Several of our regular 
cooks will be on vacation so if you have been intending to join in this        
rewarding outreach project this is the time! So grab your toque and apron 
and sign up for a rewarding experience.  Our next date is Friday, 27 March.  The sign up sheet will 
be on the narthex shelf early in the month. This ministry makes a difference to those in need! 

Help Re-Stock the KLS   
Community Food Pantry 

March:  Cereal 

April:  Hearty Soups and Stews 

Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf and instant),  peanut butter and jelly, cake and 
brownie mixes and monetary donations are always welcome. 
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TLC Family Resource Center and Miss Kendra 
 

Not quite one year ago, TLC Family Resource Center based in 
Claremont was the recipient of a Last Sunday offering.  We 
learned at that time that while TLC stands for Tender Loving Care in most of our minds, yet the   
organization prefers to think of those letters meaning Teach Loving Connections, of which the pro-
gram described below is a good example.  In 2016 TLC Family Resource Center became the first 
“Family Resource Center of Quality” in New Hampshire, according to Executive Director Maggie 
Monroe-Cassel, and the organization addresses myriad family issues through various small-group 
support activities. 

A notice in our Sunday bulletin last fall invited parishioners to assist TLC Family Resource Center 
with a new effort aimed at kindergartners and first-graders, The Miss Kendra Program.   Melony 
Williams, Clinical Supervisor for the center, visits Newport and Claremont classrooms monthly to 
introduce all children to Miss Kendra.  Beyond the in-class conversations, she offers them letter 
writing as a means of sharing their concerns and in return receiving empathetic responses “from 
Miss Kendra,” both via letters and via Melony’s presence as a representative of Miss Kendra.  The 
premise of the program is that children can learn that when they talk about their experiences, they 
can find the help they need. 

After training on the fundamentals of the program, several 
St. Andrew’s parishioners – Nat Davis and Dan Allen, Ann 
Feeley-Kieffer, Sue Eslick and Alice Perry – have met with 
Melony and other volunteers in Newport to write “from 
Miss Kendra” letters in response to the children.  (A       
separate group of volunteers meets in Claremont to serve 
schools there.)  We have gone from hand-written letters the 
first few months to using a letter template on laptops and 
using identical font to maintain consistency for the children 
who often show each other their letters.  Depending on the     
nature of the child’s concern some return letters are accom-
panied by a red bead for strength.  Some letters happily 
contain only positive information but many reveal legiti-
mate concerns or trauma.  Because children are invited to 
share their letters aloud, classmates learn to show care and 
concern to others as well. 

Please consider joining the program, volunteering about an 
hour each month to put voice to Miss Kendra’s TLC.  
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Poor People’s Campaign 2020 

“Let not the needy be forgotten, nor the hope of the poor be taken away.” (BCP) 

In February, Executive Director of the NH Council of Churches, the Rev. Jason Wells, began collabo-
ration with the NH Episcopal deacons to help organize people of faith and goodwill to ride to 
Washington, D.C. to attend the Poor Peoples Campaign mass march on 20 June 2020.  In addition, a 
We Must Do M.O.R.E. (Mobilize, Organize, Register, Educate) tour is to be launched in 25 states so 
that, “In the summer of 2020, we will demonstrate the power of people to be agents of change in not 
just one election, but at the very heart of our democracy.”  

At a time when instead of a War on Poverty, there seems to be a War on the Poor, we hope you will 
feel inspired to participate in any way you can. Jason Wells and the deacons are hoping funds can 
be raised so that anyone who wishes to can attend, regardless of the ability to pay. If you can’t at-
tend, but would like to contribute towards the cost of transportation for others, contributions are 
welcome.  If you are interested in participating, the bus schedule from New Hampshire locations is 
as follows: 

Station Date  Depart    Arrive 
Concord Fri., Jun 19 11:10 PM in Concord 9:00 AM in D.C. 
Concord Sat., Jun 20 3:45 PM in D.C.  1:34 AM in Concord 
Manchester Fri., Jun 19 11:00 PM in Manchester 9:00 AM in D.C. 
Manchester Sat., Jun 20 3:45 PM in D.C.  1:44 AM in Manchester 
Nashua Fri., Jun 19 11:16 PM in Nashua  9:00 AM in D.C. 
Nashua Sat., Jun 20 3:45 PM in D.C.  1:28 AM in Nashua 

RSVP and get details now at poorpeoplescampaign.org/june2020/ 
Reserve your spot on our buses at rally.co/poor-peoples-assembly 
Donate to sponsor a rider at https://bit.ly/363WF9c  - choose Poor People’s Campaign from the 
pull-down menu. 
 
The Rev. Johanna Young, Deacon, St. John's, Walpole, has provided some history for us to consider.  

• May 22, 1967 Dr. King calls for a “radical redistribution of economic and political power.”  
• December 4, 1967, the Poor People's Campaign is launched. 
• April 4, 1968, Dr. King is assassinated at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis; Ralph Abernathy     

carries out the campaign after King is assassinated. 
• May 21, 1968 thousands of people from diverse backgrounds come to Washington, D.C. and   

establish a shantytown which is known as “Resurrection City.”  
• June 23, 1968, the Poor People's Campaign National Park permit expires.  
• June 24, 1968, the remaining 500 residents risk arrest as the camp is dismantled by the National 

Guard and police. 
• More recently, The Poor People's Campaign: a National Call for Moral Revival continues the 

work of the SCLC and expands the focus, addressing systemic racism, poverty, ecological devas-
tation, the war economy and religious nationalism. 

• Mother's Day 2018, the campaign is launched in 40 state capitals, including Concord, NH. New 
Hampshire Episcopal clergy and lay people join in and some are arrested for nonviolent acts of 
civil disobedience. 

• June 20, 2019 more than 1,000 community leaders gather in Washington, D.C. for the Poor     
People's Moral Action Congress. The Poor People's Moral Budget is released. 
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Parish Office 
Office 603-526-6344 

Fax 603-526-8623 

Email office@standrewsnl.org 
 

Rector 

   The Rev. Jay MacLeod 

Interim Director of Music 

 Donald Cox 

Dir. of Music for Children and Youth 

Nicole Densmore 

Missioner 

Aaron Jenkyn 

Verger 

 Anne Hall 

Parish Administrator 

   Shelly Boucher 

Resident Clergy 

 The Rev. Patricia Harris 

    The Rev. Canon Jim Ransom 

    The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Rusnak 

The Rev. Leslie Smith 

The Rev. Charlie Tirrell 

The Rev. Dr. Katrina Wagner 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New London, NH 

P.O. Box 294 

52 Gould Road, 

New London, NH 03257                                                                                                       

                        The Vestry 
Wardens 

Marni Eaton (expires Jan. 2022) 

Bruce Avery (expires Jan. 2021)  

 
 
Treasurer 

Mike Quinn (expires Jan. 2023) 

  

Committee Chairpersons 
 
Altar Guild 
Judy Ackroyd 
JoAnn Hicks 

 
Buildings & Grounds 
Chris Heyl 

 
Craft Group 
Rosie Best 
Barbara Smith 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Anne Hall 

 
Finance & Investments 
Mike Quinn 
 

Newsletter 
Alice Perry – Editor 

 
Outreach 
Becky Rylander 

 
Stewardship  
TBA 

                     Vestry Members 
Term Expires Jan. 2021 

Morris Edwards 

Alice Perry, Clerk 

Linda Potter 

 

Term Expires Jan. 2022 

Lisa Kelly 

Russ Register 

Barbara Smith 

 

 

Term Expires Jan. 2023 

Joe Daly 

Chris Heyl 

Greg Vogt 


