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Jay’s Say:
I presided at the funeral of June Liberman yesterday; Walter Wojtczak’s
service is tomorrow. Aged 101 and 105 respectively, they were both
committed Episcopalians, and the Prayer Book’s burial rite provides a
wonderful liturgy to mark their passage from this world to the next
whilst offering hope and meaning to the mourners.
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The week before I was faced with the funeral of a smart and resourceful
38-year-old whom I’ll call Pat. The family has very little contact with any
church, but an uncle is a mate of mine from high school days.
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The Prayer Book could provide the scaffolding for the graveside service,
but Pat’s children and mother and cousins and aunts and uncles needed
more. And less. Our well-worn responses meant nothing to them. “The
Lord be with you.” Say what?
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In the end, our pared-down and patched-up liturgy did its work. If
worship enables people to encounter the living God and be changed by
that experience, it often happens stunningly at funerals — and very often
with those who are “unchurched.” Grieving and running on empty,
mourners are apt to open their hearts to God’s help.
As I commended Pat into God’s keeping as a “a sheep of your own fold,
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming,” a mourner
caught my eye and smiled. I know that smile. I live for it. It’s the smile I
often see in your eyes when I place that wafer into your outstretched
hands.
The pandemic may have helped us rediscover how to connect with God
through scripture, family ritual and private prayer. But it is truly
wonderful to feel God’s grace flowing once again in our sacramental
worship.
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Parish Birthdays

Parish Updates
Funeral and Graveside
Services
1 June
Raymond Chacho
18 June
Samantha Howlett
26 June
June Liberman
28 June
Walter Wojtczak
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Reel and Novel Theology
We will discuss the film Minari on
14 July at 7 PM in the parish hall.
Come prepared to discuss the
award-winning film and also
bring book suggestions for our
11 August gathering.
Please keep in mind that the titles we
choose — book or film — are meant
to shape our understanding of ideas like love, compassion, forgiveness, redemption; in other words, those markers we encounter in following Christ.
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The Outreach Commission has resumed meeting in person on the first Thursday of even-numbered
months to receive and consider suggestions for our Last Sunday offering. We have agreed that our
efforts should be focused on humanitarian needs, both domestic and international; and we welcome
suggestions from parishioners. At our meetings we discuss potential recipients and decide who
among us will do the required research and the writing.
Committee members are Elizabeth Lowell, Becky Rylander, Janet Heyl, Christine Kellett and Karen
Zurheide. Their contact information is in the 2018 St. Andrew's Parish Directory.
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Lay Contemplation: Common Cup
An occasional column where parishioners write about issues that concern them related to church life and/or
spiritual and theological matters. Submissions are welcome at any time. —Ed.

Note: Your vestry decided at its June meeting that, as we resume full in-person worship, we will
continue to offer only bread (wafers) at the Eucharist through Labor Day in an abundance of
caution and continuing sensitivity to possible infection due to COVID. Your vestry clerk/
newsletter editor recalled that in these pages Kathleen Hunter had previously suggested that
drinking from the common cup rather than intinction (dipping the wafer) is a more sanitary
practice. Invited to re-submit that item, Kathleen here reminds us to seriously consider the
importance of either drinking from the cup or abstaining from wine (as we are now). Diocesan
guidelines remind us that communion in one kind is entirely appropriate.

I wrote in the newsletter in 2017 about my discomfort with intinction — that is the practice of
dipping the wafer into the wine at communion. Nothing has changed. It is a most unsanitary
practice and one not recommended by any medical expert I could find. I noticed in the bulletin
of the Cathedral in Kingston, Ontario, the following note:
If you are baptized, you are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Please cross your arms if you do not wish
to drink from the common cup. The Bishops and medical ofﬁcers of health ask us not to dip wafers
(intinction). All are very welcome to come for a blessing.
I know this will seem counter-intuitive to many of you reading this; drinking from the common cup,
however, is much more sanitary than having many people dip their ﬁngers close to or into the wine.
What’s on our lips is cleaner than what’s under our nails. Also if bread is used, rather than wafers,
crumbs end up in the wine which is most unattractive.
If you have doubts about this information please google for yourself. There is no medical evidence
that Episcopalians like me who have drunk from the common cup for 78 years have any more illnesses than the general population. And Episcopal clergy who drink the “leftovers” also do not
have any more illnesses.
In one of the articles I read for this piece a Lutheran hymn on this topic was quoted:
Whate’er my God ordains is right:
His loving thought attends me:
No poison can be in the cup
That my Physician sends me.
All of life is risky — going shopping, touching door knobs, standing in line at
the movies, driving on I-89. The risk from the common cup is statistically less
than any of these, but as the bulletin I quoted above comments, crossing your
arms to avoid drinking from the cup is always an option. — Kathleen Hunter
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead— 25 July
American Friends of the
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem (AFEDJ)
Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza, Palestine

Gaza, Palestine is a very small land (25 miles long and 3.7 to 7.5 miles wide) bordered by the Mediterranean to the west, Egypt to the south, and Israel to the east and north. A densely populated
home to 2.1 million people who are blockaded by Egypt and Israel, “the Strip” is essentially an ongoing war zone, with over 50% unemployment, lack of reliably clean water and only intermittent
electricity. And that’s in the good times.
For 11 days this past May, Gaza was again in worldwide headlines, as Hamas launched rockets
from Gaza into Israel, ultimately killing 13 people, while Israel carried out airstrikes that killed 256
Gazans, along with damaging or destroying schools, businesses, clinics/hospitals, mosques, basic
utilities, and countless residences, displacing thousands.
To help them meet healthcare and other needs of people in Gaza—made that much graver by recent
events—the American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem (AFEDJ) is the designated
recipient of our Last Sunday outreach offering for July. “A nonpolitical, nonsectarian 501(c)3 organization, AFEDJ is dedicated to raising financial support for schools, hospitals and centers for
children with disabilities in Palestine, Israel, Jordan and Lebanon. These institutions serve everyone, irrespective of their religion, ethnicity or ability to pay. They build hope for all in the Holy
Land. The Christian values of equity, justice and respect for the dignity of all are at the heart of our
efforts.” (Pilgrims to “the Holy Land” from St. Andrew’s visited an AFEDJ institution in Jordan in
2018, which left a very good impression of the work of the diocese.) See multiple AEFDJ news items
from May that outline the latest conflict in Gaza at https://afedj.org/news/.
Specifically, we are supporting AFEDJ’s Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza. If this rings a bell, it may be
because we directed funds to them once before, about a year ago. The aftermath of the recent warlike events in Gaza compels us to reach out to help again. Men and women, the elderly and
children, literally everyone in this very densely populated locked-down locale is struggling with
basic daily living, now more than ever. Stretching beyond its “ordinary” challenging mission, Ahli
Arab Hospital is working to meet these emergency needs. Episcopal News Service featured Ahli
Arab Hospital and its efforts to help those in desperation in Gaza in this 3 June article: https://
www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2021/06/03/anglican-hospital-in-gaza-draws-on-global-supportfor-healing-ministry-in-aftermath-of-fighting/.
Through Ahli Arab Hospital, our giving will make a difference to people in incredibly challenging
circumstances. Please help as you are able, knowing that your gift will be matched by generous
anonymous donors.
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead— 29 August
Adopt a Student
Voorhees College
Our August Last Sunday Outreach Offering will support the tuition costs of a rising senior at Voorhees
College in Denmark, South Carolina. You can learn more about this institution at
www.voorhees.edu .Voorhees is one of our two Episcopal Historic Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCU), and 99% of its 2021-2022 enrolled students receive financial aid and graduate with student
loans requiring repayment. Because the average starting salary of a graduate is $19,000 and tuition is
$16,000, there’s not a lot of “wiggle room” to pay back a loan. Scholarship funding can help to ease
that burden.
Founded in 1897 by a woman barely older than today’s students, Voorhees is a liberal arts college
whose students are mostly the first in their family to attend college. As with most HBCUs, it has
struggled financially. However, in the past five years, it has retired nearly $20 million in debt and
nearly doubled the size of its enrollment. Clearly, this small (550 students), rural institution has
charted a path to success!
The reason for helping a rising senior as opposed to a younger student is that the senior is a known
academic success. Although many students receive Pell grants and are on work-study programs,
that is never enough. So, they seek federal loans through Sallie Mae and those who are denied
federal loans, turn to private ones. They know that education makes the difference between ongoing
poverty and a productive civic life.
So, as we adopt a student, may we be generous in our support! Once again, our generosity will be
matched by our anonymous donors.
Outreach Updates from Navajoland and Haiti
Thanks to the St. Andrew’s Last Sunday Outreach Offering, Navajoland has a pick-up truck! A second
one is on the way. Feeding 4,000 people a month will now be a more streamlined process than previously. The Area Mission envisions continuing the delivery of food, fuel and construction supplies
for months to come. Unemployment is still high and COVID is still claiming lives. The good news is
that Paula Henson was ordained to the priesthood on 13 June at St. Christopher's in Bluff, Utah, and
the churches reopened for worship on Father’s Day.
In Haiti, where COVID has recently claimed the lives of the Rector and Vice Rector of the Episcopal
University and the Director of Holy Trinity Music School and Orchestra, political violence continues
to rage. There is good news at St. Vincent’s, however, as the school has ordered the equipment for
an on-site potable water system. Over the past six months, the school has conducted topographical
surveys of the campus, and fortuitously, the safest place to locate the water system is just outside
the administration building and the kitchen. The soil is the least permeable here, which means the
risk of contamination is low. Once the water system is installed, St. Vincent’s will save about $15,000
annually on the cost of bottled water. While this is “a drop in the bucket” (no pun intended!), it
nonetheless represents huge progress for a school of 200 students who are deaf and/or blind and/or
in wheelchairs, and their faculty, staff and caregivers.
THANK YOU, St. Andrew's!
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Wardens’ Words

In 1968 Ella Fitzgerald sang this: “It’s summertime, and
the living is easy… fish are jumpin’, and the cotton is
high.” Well, that sums up just how delighted your
wardens are feeling, now that we’ve returned to inperson worship indoors at 8 AM (with streaming) and
outdoors on the lawn at 10 AM (weather permitting)
and have been able to smile and greet one another face
to face! No more pre-registration, no more contact
tracing, all Diocesan restrictions have been lifted, and
we are hopeful that we can soon look forward to
resuming coffee hour. The Vestry met in-person in
June for the first time in 14 months, demonstrating that
we are moving along the path towards “normal,”
something many of us wondered might never arrive.
Of course, our pleasure in approaching “normal” is tempered by the news that Greg Vogt has
resigned from the Vestry (and other committees and ministries) and is leaving New London to
embark on the next chapter of his life in Keene. While we will deeply miss Greg and his countless
contributions to the Saint Andrew’s community, we are happy for him and wish him the very best.
We hope that you are as excited as we are as we move towards “normal.” Should you have any
questions or concerns that you would like to have addressed, you can always contact either of us
and we will do our best to resolve them. — Marni Eaton and Joe Daly
Faith and Issues
During July, Faith and Issues will continue reading and discussing Walter Isaacson’s The
Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing, and the Future of the Human Race, begun in late June. In
what is potentially the most important biotechnological discovery in human history, the author has
skillfully woven together the roles that curiosity, perseverance, competition and collaboration all
played to enable Doudna to discover a way to edit DNA called CRISPR. In 2020 she with her coresearcher Emmanuelle Charpentier received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry. The implications for
the unfolding of new medical miracles, as well as for making moral decisions, are huge.
Beginning 7 August for four weeks our book will be The Word Is Very Near You: A Guide to Praying
with Scripture by Martin L. Smith. In it we are reminded that prayer is our response to God’s reaching out to us and how many scriptural passages in the Bible can help us move from conversational
prayer to meditative receptive prayer.
For a list of weekly readings, please find Faith and Issues under Learn on the church website. We
meet via Zoom from 9-10:30 on Saturday mornings. All are welcome. Contact Katrina Wagner for
more information. – Katrina Wagner
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Calendar of Events
July:
9 (Friday) - Sacred Ground dialogue circles cook-out, church patio, 5 PM
14 (Wednesday) - Reel Theology, parish hall, 7 PM (see p. 2)
23 (Friday) - Friendly Kitchen
25 (Sunday) - Last Sunday to benefit AFEDJ (see p. 4)
August:
11— Novel Theology, parish hall, 7 PM (see p. 2)
29 (Sunday) - Last Sunday to benefit Voorhees College student (see p. 5)

Musicians, dancers and readers joined together under the
leadership of our own Jack Barben to offer Embrace, a
celebration of the summer solstice, on the New London town
green on 20 June. More photos can be found on the
St. Andrew’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/Standrewsnl

Our next visit to Friendly Kitchen will be Friday, 23 July. Details of how
you can help will be forthcoming. — Judy Ackroyd

Help Re-Stock the KLS
Community Food Pantry
July: Cereal
August: Hearty soups and stews
Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf and instant), peanut butter and jelly, cake and
brownie mixes and monetary donations are always welcome.
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New London, NH
P.O. Box 294
52 Gould Road,
New London, NH 03257

Parish Office
Office 603-526-6344
Fax
603-526-8623
Email office@standrewsnl.org

Rector
The Rev. Jay MacLeod
Director of Music
Jack Barben
Dir. of Music for Children and Youth
Nicole Densmore
Verger
Anne Hall
Parish Administrator
Shelly Boucher
Resident Clergy
The Rev. Patricia Harris
The Rev. Lucretia Jevne
The Rev. Canon Jim Ransom
The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Rusnak
The Rev. Leslie Smith
The Rev. Charlie Tirrell
The Rev. Dr. Katrina Wagner

The Vestry
Wardens
Marni Eaton (expires Jan. 2022)
Joe Daly (expires Jan. 2023)

Vestry Members
Term Expires Jan. 2022
Lisa Kelly
Russ Register
Barbara Smith

Treasurer
Mike Quinn (expires Jan. 2023)

Term Expires Jan. 2023
Chris Heyl
Nonie Reynders
Term Expires Jan. 2024
Morris Edwards
Alice Perry, Clerk
Linda Potter

Committee Chairpersons Eucharistic Ministers
Anne Hall

Altar Guild

Finance & Investments

Judy Ackroyd
JoAnn Hicks

Mike Quinn

Buildings & Grounds

Alice Perry – Editor

Chris Heyl

Craft Group
Rosie Best
Barbara Smith

Newsletter
Outreach
Becky Rylander

Stewardship
TBA

