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Jay’s Say:

Members of Saint Andrew’s Youth Group took down
their prayer flags today. Just about a year ago, young church members
decided to create prayer flags to commemorate New Hampshire
residents who have died from COVID-19.
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Young people got busy and enlisted our support. Some of you made
dozens of flags using paint, marker, crayon, tape or thread. Some flags
have a simple symbol — a heart, a musical clef, a candle, a cross, a Celtic
symbol of infinity. There are doves and butterflies and many flowers.
There are setting suns and rising ones. Some flags carry a single word —
Peace, Trust, Love, Hope but also Help. There are snippets of wisdom —
“Look at how a single candle can both defy and define the darkness”
(Anne Frank). And words from the Psalms: “God’s love endures
forever” (136), “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit” (34).
Weathered, faded and sometimes tattered by the wind, rain and snow,
each flag is a prayer.
As we pull into the parking lot, there they have been — many hundreds
of flags strung between the trees by our prayer labyrinth. The flags made
us remember not just the people who have died but those who are
grieving. Over forty thousand children in the
United States have lost at least one parent.

Our young people have literally made space for grief.
When we make space for grief, when we are honest about our pain and
struggle, we can find a way through. It was grief and despair that
brought Mary Magdalen to the tomb. The place of grief is where hope
emerges.
Our young people have literally made space for hope.
Walking among those flags, prompted to prayer by the images and
words, we discover again that we are not made for darkness and death
but for life with God for ever. God makes all things new. After death there is not nothingness but
new life.
Thanks be to St. Andrew’s Youth Group and its leaders. They are vehicles of God’s grace — giving
to our troubled hearts the light of hope and strengthening in us the gift of faith . . . in Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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Parish Birthdays

Funeral and Graveside
Services
14 September
Joan Ward
23 September
Emily Jones
25 September
Julie Boardman
21 October
Steven Ozment

The Outreach Commission has
resumed meeting in person on the
first Thursday of even-numbered
months to receive and consider
suggestions for our Last Sunday
offering. We have agreed that our
efforts should be focused on humanitarian needs, both domestic and
international; and we welcome
suggestions from parishioners. At
our meetings we discuss potential
recipients and decide who among us
will do the required research and
the writing.
Committee members are Elizabeth
Lowell, Janet Heyl, Christine
Kellett, Russ Potter, Tom Rubin,
Becky Rylander and Karen
Zurheide. Their contact information
is in the 2018 St. Andrew's Parish
Directory.
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Wendy Sloan
Gene Venable
John MacLeod
Ayla Frenkiewich
Pat Hall
Donald Ca$no
Pam Morland
Yvonne Kun
Clare Benne,
Michael Quinn
Allen Ivey
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Jean Nye
Karen Shepherd
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Jim Ransom
Joanne Schuyler
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Devun Jevne
Be,y Buzby
Patrick Jenkyn
Betsy Horn
Elizabeth Kelle,
Carolyn Lockhart
Marni Eaton
Leni Gillespie
JoAnn Hicks
Ben Greenbaum
Bethany Greenbaum
Nancy MacLeod
Emory Sanders
Michael Salo
Charlie Tirrell
Alice Perry
Emmy Po,er
Mary Eysenbach
Marilyn Paradis
Froncie Quinn
Patricia Harris
William Morgan
Judy Ackroyd
David Spina
Cynthia Marshall
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Our young
people have
literally made
space for grief
. . . And hope.
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Greetings from Epiphany Newport, and thank you to Jay
for the invitation to share this update. As some of you know, for the past six months Epiphany
has been in a season of prayer and discernment around how God is calling us to be ever more
present in the community in which we reside. As we emerge from this time of discernment we
find ourselves stepping into a new way of being church, in the form of a Missional Community.
A Missional Community is a group of people, who are united through Christian community
around a common service and witness to a particular neighborhood or network of relationships.
. . . In essence, a close-knit spiritual family on mission together.
In many ways, this is what Epiphany has always been, and for many of us this transition feels
like the culmination of years’ worth of living and loving in community and meeting God in
unexpected places. This designation aligns us more closely with the Diocese of New Hampshire,
freeing up administrative responsibilities to focus on praying, proclaiming and serving the
community we are called into. It also affords us a time of discernment, to explore new ways of
gathering and worshipping in community and supporting individuals and families on their
discipleship journey.
This feels like a particularly exciting time to be doing this work, as the very localized work of
Missional Communities begins to take root across the church. Here in New Hampshire alone,
Epiphany is one of five ministries that make up this new model, along with The Episcopal
Mission of Franklin (formerly St. Jude’s), Church of the Woods in Canterbury, Christ the Way
Dinner Church in Manchester and The Digital Mission (online). Missional Communities and
Church Plants (new church communities) within The Episcopal Church will be the theme for the
upcoming 219th Convention of the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire, with The Reverend
Katie Rengers, staff officer for Church Planting for The Episcopal Church, offering the keynote
address. Delegates will also be asked to vote on a resolution in support of Missional
Communities which will be the first step in a process of recognizing them more fully within the
constitutions and canons of the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire.
As this change takes place, much of the work on the ground in Newport remains the same. As
the vaccines and booster shots become readily available we are hopeful that the local COVID
numbers will drop and that we will be able to restart Wild Epiphany, our outdoor after school
program for students in grades 2-8, as well as the Epiphany 4H Explorers, which were put on
hiatus when COVID numbers peaked in Newport. Both of these programs began as collaborations between St. Andrew’s and Epiphany, and we continue to welcome anyone who would like
to volunteer with these ongoing programs.
On behalf of everyone at Epiphany I thank you for your prayers and
continued support during this time of transition. The partnership and
support of St. Andrew’s has helped shape who we are as a worshipping
community today, and we look forward to future collaborations and
sharing our experience and lessons learned with you and the broader
church in the months ahead. — Aaron Jenkyn, Lay Vicar
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead— 28 November
El Hogar—The Home of Love and Hope
El Hogar provides a quality education and a safe and nurturing home to poor and disadvantaged
children in Honduras. The goal is to break the cycle of poverty so that students can fulfill their
potential as productive and independent Honduran citizens. The school has continued on—with
appropriate adjustments—during the COVID pandemic and, as always, needs our support.
El Hogar will be the recipient of our November Last Sunday offering.
El Hogar comprises three main facilities in Honduras—a home and elementary school in Tegucigalpa, a boarding school for grades 7-12 in the Amarateca Valley, and a farm where healthy food for
the children is grown. The schools are normally teeming with activity, filled with about 200
students happily going about their schooling, chores, and recreation under the care and direction of
some 60 dedicated and loving staff members. But these are not normal times.
When the pandemic began, most of the children were sent home. Those with nowhere to go
remained at the school. But their educations were not put on hold. Last year, El Hogar raised funds
necessary to purchase tablets and internet connectivity for 160 4th through 12th graders. Counselors
and teachers have remained in touch with all of them via WhatsApp, Zoom, and similar services.
Paper assignments are delivered to the younger students. Teachers work with the children remotely and answer questions at all hours, always keeping in mind each student’s individual situation.
With vaccinations standing at about 25% of the Honduran population, El Hogar is expecting to
continue with hybrid teaching during the 2022 school year (February to November).
What else has happened in the last year and a half?
♦

Some students have been allowed field trips to national parks and to the school’s farm.

♦

Some have had careful visits from one or two family members, always
following stringent bio-security protocols.

♦

The staff located the parents of two sisters who had been at El Hogar for
five years without knowing where their parents were. The sisters can now
receive weekly phone calls and occasional visits and rebuild their family relationships.

♦

Lazaro Juarez, Director of the Technical Institute (ITSM, the high school), retired after spending
42 years at El Hogar helping children—disadvantaged as he had once been—to become thriving
adults. His position has been filled by Norma Coello, a counselor with much experience at the
school.

♦

Eight students—four girls and four boys—graduated from ITSM last fall, the first year that 12th
grade was offered. All received training in carpentry, electricity and welding as well as in
academics.

To learn more, go to elhogar.org. On the home page, scroll down to “What we do” and watch a
brief video. Then explore further to learn still more. We hope you will prayerfully consider your
Last Sunday offering in November to help these kids rise out of poverty. As usual, it will be
matched. — Becky Rylander
Note: The Outreach Commission has decided to take a break in December and wishes all a very
merry Christmas!
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Thank Offering
Earlier this year, I wrote about The United Thank Offering (UTO), a ministry of the Episcopal
Church that has existed since 1874 when the Women’s Auxiliary started raising money for mission
work. Today recipients of UTO grants may be found throughout the world including New Hampshire. Over the last decade, grants have been given to Walpole, Salem, Rockingham County,
Claremont community, and Church in the Woods where an Eco-Curacy was established to connect
with people who love nature but aren’t comfortable in church. This year the grants will focus on
recovery efforts from COVID 19. If you have some “gratitude savings,” please send or take them to
the office, noting they are for UTO. St. Andrew’s will send one check to the diocese for the
ingathering at convention.
If the familiar Blue Boxes or envelopes
mentioned in my earlier article weren’t
the easiest method for you to show your
gratitude, there is another. It may even
help with Christmas shopping! The UTO
had a Christmas card designed to let
recipients know that a gift to UTO was
made in their honor.
To place your Christmas card order
online, and for more information on
donating via check, please visit
www.unitedthankoffering.org/
Christmas. They will mail the cards for
you or to you, whichever you prefer. -Anne Hall, UTO Diocesan Coordinator

Thanks from Voorhees College Student, August’s Last Sunday Recipient
Dear Friends,
I bring you greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
My name is Nathan Freeman. I am a computer science student at
Voorhees. I'm writing to express my sincere thanks and appreciation
for the scholarship that was offered to me from your parish. As we are
recovering from this global pandemic, this will serve as a better means
for me to complete my last year at Voorhees.
Thanks for all that your parish has offered students here.
Sincerely,

Nathan Freeman
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Wardens’ Words

Bible Sunday, All Saints and All Souls Day, the end of our stewardship campaign, indoor worship
for both services again, St. Andrew’s Day, Thanksgiving, and then the first Sunday in Advent – how
fast 2021 is going!
Your vestry had a very productive meeting in October. We are very pleased with the progress of the
Stewardship campaign and do hope that you will have sent in your pledge by 31 October for the
ingathering of pledges. You continue to be most generous in your pledges and it is wonderful to be
able to continue to do so many things within and without our church, and to have a balanced
budget!
As we move to inside worship for both services, we will continue to wear masks and social distance
and the parish hall will be set up as an overflow area. The large-screen television will provide the
visual of the service and the sound system will allow you to hear! Windows will be open so please
dress accordingly.
Newcomers have been noticed at both services and we were reminded that it is important for all of
us to be cordial (warm and friendly)! Introduce yourself, ask a few polite questions, possibly introduce the newcomer(s) to someone else, and when you get home, send an email to Jay and Shelly
with the information.
Lastly, terms of service for some vestry members and delegates to Western Convocation are coming
to an end in January at our annual meeting. If you think you might be interested in serving, please
let Marni know. — Joe Daly and Marni Eaton

Faith and Issues
The Faith and Issues group has selected their next title, one to deal with the issue of racism: The
Sum of Us -- What Racism Costs Everyone and How We can Prosper Together by Heather McGee.
Meeting on Zoom, the group will gather on 13 and 20 November and on 4, 11 and 18 December
from 9 – 10:30 AM. The group next meets on 8 January 2022. Please check St. Andrew's website
(standrewsnl.org) under the “Learn” tab for the current chapter readings, and/or contact Katrina
Wagner for additional information..
The library in the Parish Hall soon will include a number of books that have been read by our Faith
and Issues group over the years. We will also provide a list of books that we’ve enjoyed but did not
donate along with a list of F&I participants who may be willing to loan a title. (Please also see Parish
Library, p. 9.) – Katrina Wagner

ST. ANDREW’S

NETWORK NEWS

PAGE 7

Calendar of Events
November
9 (Tuesday) - Friendly Kitchen (see below)
21 (Sunday) - St. Andrew’s Day
28 (Sunday) - Last Sunday to benefit El Hogar (see p. 4); first Sunday in Advent
December:
24 (Friday) - Christmas Eve, 4, 6 & 10 PM services
25 (Saturday) - Christmas Day, 10 AM
26 (Sunday) - Lucan Lessons and Carols, 8 & 10 AM

Monday to Friday 12 Noon Midday Prayer (Healing Eucharist Thursday)
Mondays 6 PM Meditation
Tuesdays 10 AM Craft Group
Thursdays 7 PM Choir Rehearsal
NOTE: We currently are requiring masks and physical distancing regardless of
vaccination status for indoor activities. Doors and windows will be open.

Friendly Kitchen is one of St Andrew’s longest running outreach projects. Our service has changed
over the years and for the past year four dedicated parishioners have cooked and served take-out
meals at each bi-monthly visit.
The Kitchen is now open for indoor dining but still using take-out containers to serve the food.
Additional helpers are always welcome. Please contact Janet Heyl if you are interested in helping
serve the hungry on Tuesday, 9 November or at any one of our once-everytwo-months visits.
Please note that we normally serve meals on the fourth Friday (every other
month) but have changed this one time due to a conflict.

Help Re-Stock the KLS
Community Food Pantry
November: Cereal
December: Hearty Soups & Stews
Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf and instant), peanut butter and jelly, cake and
brownie mixes and monetary donations are always welcome.
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
I'm so thrilled to be part of the team Saint Andrew’s, and thank you all for the warm
welcome I received on my first day. If you have any interest in singing in the choir,
we are live again now every Thursday at 7 PM (masked and distanced) in the
sanctuary, and all are welcome. No, you don't need to read music. The only
requirement is the desire to make a joyful noise!
Or, if you play an instrument (even if it's the kazoo) and would like to perform
during worship, please let me know. I would love to be able to showcase your
musical talents. I will be at the church most weekdays between 3 and 5 PM
(9 PM on Thursdays), or you can email me at williamogmundson@gmail.com. —
Will Ogmundson

Christmas at Sea is an annual St. Andrew’s outreach project sponsored by
the Seaman’s Church Institute. Hand-crafted hats and scarves
are given to mariners from around the world who are many
miles from their home at holiday time. This year our gift
includes 14 scarves, 10 hats and hand-made Christmas
cards. More information and patterns can be found at
www.seamenschurch.org.
The collection box is always in the office for this on-going, year-round
project. Thanks to all who donated items for this year’s shipment. — Judy
Ackroyd
The Blessing of the Animals was held on the New London Town
Green on Saturday morning, 2 October. About 30 people attended,
most with a dog or two, although brave cats also came with their
owners, well camouflaged under blankets in kitty carriers.
Jay conducted the short heartfelt service ending with a prayer by
Albert Schweitzer. He then moved out into the large circle of
animals and owners, pausing briefly with each to connect and to
pray a blessing.
As this happens, the collective mood inevitably quiets down. It almost
seems like each animal knows there
is a prayer and a blessing about to be
bestowed and is willing to cooperate.
The weather held and everyone left
with a smile and an offering of a
“cookie.” — Wendy Sloan
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Parish Library
We are not often gathering in the parish hall so you may not have noticed that the church’s library
shelves have been newly weeded and arranged. Titles have been organized, as they were in the
past, into categories including Prayer, Spirituality, Church
History, Death, Grief and Suffering, Other Religions, Biography and Bibles and Biblical texts. It is our hope that you
might find some of these titles of interest and we encourage
you to borrow one from time to time. We ask that you “signout” a title, not because there is a due date but simply as a
measure of interest in the collection.
To the right of the main set of library shelves is another bookcase, until recently inaccessible but now cleared of an obstacle
thanks to the efforts of a team of our able-bodied young
people and their leaders. As soon as the materials now on
those shelves have been properly organized, you will be able to find books and DVDs reflecting our
Novel Theology and Reel Theology program (now in hiatus). In addition, we will be welcoming to
that space books donated by Katrina Wagner from her Faith and Issues group. These are timely
topics and we are eager to make the titles available to people who have not yet read them.
We hope that everyone using the parish hall understands that the bookshelves are not a suitable
place for (even temporary) storage of various items including wheelchair, plastic bins or other large
furniture. We hope to keep it an open space, accessible to those who come to browse. In addition,
we ask that if you have one or two books that you think might be of interest to our readers that you
notify one of us to determine if there is agreement; please do not leave a donated title in front of the
shelves or place it on a shelf yourself. That way we can keep the collection to a manageable size and
ensure that the title is not a duplicate, is topical and of general interest. As we continue to feel the
effects of the pandemic, a library is a welcome asset. Please use and enjoy. – Wendy Sloan and Alice
Perry
Thrift Shop
St. Andrew’s Thrift Shop is booming with customers and donations.
We have been able to provide shop vouchers to patrons of the food
pantry. So far, 15 vouchers were used to purchase clothes for those
families who might have needed some help. We were also able to
provide several clothing items to Wish List NH for a family requesting
help from them. We are on track to meet our financial commitment to
the church and community. Thanks to our many faithful volunteers
and substitutes, we have been able to stay open 15 hours each week. If
you find that you have an hour and a half free during the week and
would like to participate in this exciting outreach opportunity, please
notify Jackie Thompson. We are always excited to welcome new volunteers. We will be able to accept winter clothing items in November, but
please limit your donations to two small bags of clean and saleable items.
Save those spring, summer and fall items until the next appropriate
season. Thank you for your cooperation. -- Jackie Thompson and JoAnn Lyon
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New London, NH
P.O. Box 294
52 Gould Road,
New London, NH 03257

Parish Office
Office 603-526-6344
Fax
603-526-8623
Email office@standrewsnl.org

Rector
The Rev. Jay MacLeod
Director Of Music
William Ogmundson
Dir. of Music for Children and Youth
Nicole Densmore
Verger
Anne Hall
Parish Administrator
Shelly Boucher
Resident Clergy
The Rev. Lucretia Jevne
The Rev. Canon Jim Ransom
The Rev. Alice Roberts
The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Rusnak
The Rev. Leslie Smith
The Rev. Charlie Tirrell
The Rev. Dr. Katrina Wagner

The Vestry
Wardens
Marni Eaton (expires Jan. 2022)
Joe Daly (expires Jan. 2023)

Vestry Members
Term Expires Jan. 2022
Lisa Kelly
Russ Register
Barbara Smith

Treasurer
Mike Quinn (expires Jan. 2023)

Term Expires Jan. 2023
Chris Heyl
Nonie Reynders
Karen Zurheide
Term Expires Jan. 2024
Morris Edwards
Alice Perry, Clerk
Linda Potter

Committee Chairpersons Eucharistic Ministers
Anne Hall

Altar Guild

Finance & Investments

Judy Ackroyd
JoAnn Hicks

Mike Quinn

Buildings & Grounds

Alice Perry – Editor

Chris Heyl

Craft Group
Rosie Best
Barbara Smith

Newsletter
Outreach
Becky Rylander

Stewardship
TBA

