
The Episcopal Church of St. Andrew – New London 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 

October 20, 2015, 5 PM 

 

Attending: Harvey Best, Marni Eaton, Richard Haines, Carolyn Lockhart, Jay 
MacLeod, Theresa Quinn, Peter Ruth, Becky Rylander, Bill Sloan, Kelly Sundberg 
Seamen, Ellen Yenawine 

Absent: Martha Barron, Gail Goddard, Nancy Rollins 

 

Kelly opened the meeting with a prayer. 

The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record. 

Bill reported that the budget is in balance at this time. He also reported that we 
needed to discuss health care for Jay and Shelly. After a brief discussion, it was 
moved by Carolyn and seconded by Becky that the Executive Committee has a 
special meeting to discuss and decide on health care for our employees. The motion 
passed. 

Richard reported that another Stewardship letter has been sent to those who were 
non-pledgers at the time with information about Kelly. Things are going well and the 
hope is that the campaign will be completed by mid November. We give thanks to 
Bruce Avery for his work and to Richard for reporting. 

Becky reported that 15 people have signed up for the Newcomers’ Gathering.  She 
had previously emailed us the updated sheets that are part of the Newcomers 
information that is delivered by the “Loafers”. 

Richard reported that we are going to change to Comcast as our provider. Since this 
does not need Vestry approval, we urged him to move forward with the conversion 
with our blessing and thanks. 

Becky reported that Luke’s Mission is no longer participating in the work of the 
Clinique Saint Esprit. Dr. Faison is still there. Haiti Medical Missions of Memphis is 
the 501 c (3) non-profit that started the clinic and continues its work there. Becky 
recommended that we send our 2015 budgeted contribution to this organization to 
support Dr. Faison’s work and fulfills our commitment to helping organizations that 
are addressing worldwide Millennium Developmental Goals. We can look at this 
again next year and assess whether we should continue.  

Nominating Committee: We have decided to add three non-vestry members to the 
committee in order to represent the parish more broadly. Vestry members this year 



will be Bill, Gail, Theresa, Carolyn and Kelly. Names were suggested to Kelly for the 
non-vestry members. 

The remainder of our meeting was devoted to the topic “How to Handle Growth”. It 
was a very honest and open discussion.  The average attendance at 5PM is between 
15-33. The 8AM service averages 40+, and the 10AM averages between 113-161. We 
brainstormed various ideas, which were recorded on the white board and then 
looked at each idea, discussing the pros and cons.  

 Overflow moved into the Parish Hall 
 Extend the building 
 3 Sunday Services 
 Add music to 5 o’clock 
 Hire another space 
 Change 8 and 10 to 8:30 and 10:30 
 Make 8 o’clock more compelling by deepening the music 
 Looking at OSA possibilities 

In the end, the decision was to use the Advent Season to introduce a change in the 
music at 8AM. Jay will talk with David and publicize the changes and we will get 
feedback from the congregation following Christmas. 

 Other business: Harvey asked to make a Buildings and Grounds report in 
November. 

The meeting was adjourned with a mutual blessing. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marni Eaton, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 


