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Inside this issue: 

A poet and painter scoured the scriptures in search of 
a guiding image for the organization he had been 
elected to lead. Bishop Rob settled on the image of the 
vine for the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire. 

When Jesus identifies himself with a grapevine and 
God the Father as the vinedresser, he’s not talking 

about making grapes. He’s talking about the resilient, 
relentlessly outstretching, and healthy life that God 
longs for all of us.   

The image of the vine contains within it elements of the creative  (you 
will bear fruit), stability (abide), learning and discipline (pruning the 
branches that do not bear fruit), and joy (“that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be complete”).    

The words of Jesus in John 15 provide a guiding image not just for my 
sabbatical but for members of the Episcopal Church of Saint Andrew.  

Brother James Koester, Superior of the Society of Saint John the Evange-
list, spent countless hours tending the raspberry patch at the monastery’s 
retreat house in West Newbury. What did he learn? You prune to force 
new, vigorous growth. You thin to provide air circulation. You dig deep-
ly to loosen the soil around the roots to allow moisture and nutrients to 
penetrate below the surface where the roots will be able to access them. 
You mulch to suppress weeds and to provide nutrients and moisture as 
well as shade for the roots from the hot sun. 

Jesus and Brother James invite us to consider what in our life needs to be 
cut back, cut out, reshaped, or refocused. What is no longer bearing fruit?  

Jay’s Say:  

What in our life is dead or diseased or cuts us off from family, friends and God? What does it mean 
to be rooted deeply, to be grafted onto, to abide in something larger than ourselves? What in us 
needs to be nourished? How can we more abundantly bear fruit? 

As I set out on sabbatical, I invite you to grapple with the same questions that will occupy me. 
What is growing in your hearts today? Or what would you like to grow there? What needs to be 
cut, thinned out, and thrown away? How does the soil of your heart need to be tilled, loosened, 
nourished, so that you may bear fruit? What do you need to become more loving, more gentle, 
more Christ-like?  

Vines are agile, strong and curious. Vines slowly and steadily seek where they can thrive.  

And then they bear fruit. 
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Parish Birthdays Parish Updates 
 

Funerals 

 

9 February 

Tracy Dickson 

 

16 February 

Ann “Squidge” Hammond 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The Outreach Commission normally 
meets the first Thursday of each month at 
2 PM to receive and consider suggestions 
for our Last Sunday offering. We have 
agreed that our efforts should be focused 
on humanitarian needs, both domestic and 
international; and we welcome sugges-
tions from parishioners. We ask that you 
provide information about the mission of 
the organization, its experience in ful-
filling that mission, its finances and tax-
exempt status, the website address and 
other information which you think would 
be pertinent to our discussion. Committee 
members are Harvey Best, Elizabeth   
Lowell, Deb Ransom, Becky Rylander, 
Greg Vogt and Karen Zurheide. Their  
contact information is in the 2018 St.     
Andrew's Parish Directory.  

Phyllis (Fifi) Mitchell and Patricia 
Goodwin meet up at St. Andrew’s at   
9 AM on Tuesdays and Thursdays to 
say Morning Prayer together from the 
Book of Common Prayer.  

Especially if Midday Prayer is incon-
venient for you, please consider     
joining Fifi and Pat at 9 am on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 7 March   
onward.  

After a hiatus following the St. Nicholas Bazaar, the 
Crafty Critters began their weekly Tuesday morning 
meetings in February.  We are working on projects to 
sell at the Summer Fair on 6 July while also enjoying     
conversation and refreshments.  Newcomers are     
always welcome as are new ideas for crafty items to 
make and sell.  Join the group in the parish hall any 
Tuesday from 9:30 to 11:30 AM. 

Jennifer Giles 1 

William Horn 2 

Larry Dufault 3 

Rosie Best 4 

Teddy Jenkyn 9 

Elizabeth Lowell 9 

Marvin Rich 9 

Phil Trussell 12 

Anne Kelle* 14 

Katrina Wagner 15 

Ellen Wassell 15 

Hank O*o 19 

Nicole Densmore 21 

Mary Shepard 21 

Dolores Bausch 23 

Deborah Ransom 23 

Margaret Greenwood 24 

Toby MacLeod 24 

Diane Orecchio 24 

Emily Jones 25 

Missy Carroll 29 

Gwen Place 30 

Lev Hubbard 2 

Charlie Forbes 3 

Bobbi Travis 5 

Ben Greenwood 6 

Thierry Alber5ne 7 

Ainsley Frenkiewich 10 

Peter Ruth 10 

David White 12 

Emily Kelly 16 

Joan Ward 20 

Joe Kealy 21 

Chris5ne Kelle* 23 

Ken Miller 26 

Catee Hubbard 29 

Peter Koumrian 29 
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Faith and Issues          

The idea around forming a reading and discussion group grew from some heartfelt exchanges   
during a few coffee hours.  It was clear that in order to discuss and faithfully respond to many of 
the serious topics that surface daily in our world it would be useful and enjoyable to set aside some 
dedicated time to read and to share our thoughts.  

Everyone is welcome! Currently our group is comprised of a number of “regular” attendees as well 
as many others who attend when time permits and/or the topic is of particular interest.       

Since early in March 2017 we have been meeting each Saturday morning from 9-10:30; we break to 
take part in the Lenten programs and also break during the summer.  

The process of choosing books has evolved easily, each one seeming to suggest where we’d next 
like to focus. Most recently, we have been wrestling with the challenges of the climate crisis and 
gathering helpful information on organizations and readings, particularly as these pertain to the 
wellbeing of life in New Hampshire.  

Faith and Issues will resume meeting after Easter on 27 April. Our next book will be Grounded -
Finding God in the World- a Spiritual Revolution by Diana Butler Bass. 

May you know well the Peace of God that lives within you. — Katrina Wagner 

The following has been F&I’s Reading and Discussion List these last two years. 

♦ Strangers in their Own Land — Arlie Hochschild 

♦ Hillbilly Eulogy — J.D. Vance 

♦ Acts of Faith — Eboo Patel 

♦ The Sunflower — Simon Wiesenthal 

♦ Tattoos on the Heart — Gregory Boyle 

♦ The Book of Joy — His Holiness the Dali Lama, Archbishop Desmond Tutu & Douglas Abrams  

♦ Faith Works — Jim Wallis 

♦ Days of Awe and Wonder — Marcus Borg 

♦ Class Matters — New York Times Correspondents 

♦ ACES discussion — Adverse Childhood Experiences on children’s future health 

♦ 2018 Episcopal General Convention — Various resolutions   

♦ Altars in the World — Barbara Brown Taylor 

♦ Climate Church, Climate World — Jim Antal  

Reel and Novel Theology  

Please join us when we resume in June for the “reel” Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter . . .  We will read  
No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy in July and view the “reel” The Agony and the Ecstasy 
in August. Please volunteer in advance to lead one of these discussions and please also help us    
create a list for reading and viewing in the fall and beyond. 
 
Please keep in mind that the titles we choose — book or film — are meant to shape our understand-
ing of ideas like love, compassion, forgiveness, redemption; in other words, those markers we       
encounter in following Christ.  
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead 
Upper Valley Haven on 31 March 

 
The “Last Sunday” Outreach recipient for the month of March is the Upper Valley Haven located in 
White River Junction, Vermont. The Haven is a 501(c), private organization that serves people strug-
gling with all forms of poverty and neglect. It is an ecumenical, faith-based organization founded in 
1980 to serve those in need in the Upper Valley. 

The Haven welcomes all who enter its doors as equals, respecting their dignity and accepting them 
without judgement. Those it serves are encouraged “to build their capacity for independence and 
self- sufficiency.”  It offers support in four areas of need: food, shelter, education and problem-
solving. 

Open 365 days per year, the Haven never charges for their services. They support more than 14,500 
people per year through their programs with an average day seeing between 250 and 400 people 
walk through their front door. Those in need come seeking a warm meal and shelter, or items from 
a well-stocked food pantry that supports 1,400 families each month. The Haven, its staff, volunteers 
and donors work to bring hope and possibility into the lives of those less-fortunate and in need of 
safety, shelter and a future. 

As the Upper Valley Haven is the March Outreach recipient, it is our hope that the generosity of St. 
Andrew’s congregation will continue into the “Last Sunday,” 31 March. — Harvey Best 

El Hogar 
Our service team trip to El Hogar (the school in Honduras that was our “Last Sunday” donations 
recipient last June) didn’t work out this year because of the threat of crime and unrest in the coun-
try. Instead, Greg Vogt and Becky Rylander will be traveling there with an experienced group 
from Toronto (St. Luke’s, Burlington) from 22 to 29 March. We want to experience life there and 
bring back photos and first-hand information on all that a service team sees and does while there. 
We hope that a St. Andrew’s service team will be able to go in the future. 
Toiletries are especially expensive in Honduras, and we’ve been asked to bring what we can. If 
you’d like to help, please bring things to church and put them in the designated box in the narthex. 
Suggested items include toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, bar soap, shower gel, deodorant 
and razors. 
You’ll be able to watch our progress at the team’s blog: stlukesinhonduras.blogspot.com. Mean-
while we hope you’ll keep us in your thoughts and prayers for a healthy and successful trip. We’ll 
be eager to provide a report sometime this spring! 
 
Navajoland 
If you were present to hear Bishop Bailey of the Diocese of Navajoland (October’s “Last Sunday” 
donations recipient) speak about his work with the poverty-stricken indigenous population there, 
you couldn’t help but be moved. This presents another possible opportunity for a service team. In 
May, Greg and Becky will be joined by Lisa Kelly on a trip aimed at finding a good fit for talents 
represented by St. Andrew’s. We’ll be looking especially for ways to connect our teenagers with 
Navajo teens during a service trip. Watch for a report on that trip, too.  

— Becky Rylander and Greg Vogt 
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead 
TLC Family Resource Center on 28 April 

Back in 1992, Ellie Tsetsi was hired to, in her words, “lead a small program to help new mothers 
and babies born at Valley Regional Hospital.  There was no office, desk or phone.  I shared a cubby 
with an oncology nurse.  There was support for the project, but also skepticism.  Would anybody 
volunteer?  What new mother would let a stranger into her home?  We helped about 10 families that 
year.”  Those are the words of the first and only paid employee in what was Good Beginnings of 
Sullivan County. In 2016 the organization became TLC Family Resource Center.  The organization is 
still led by a paid Executive Director, Maggie Monroe-Cassel.  Now, the paid professional staff 
numbers 15. 

(TLC stands for Tender Loving Care in most of our minds, and while those letters are not  copy-
righted, the organization prefers to think of those letters meaning Teach Loving Connections.) 

A lot has happened since 1992.   

Research continues to validate efforts to reach more families as home visiting is effective and brain 
development is accelerated during the first three years of life.  Early trauma affects health and well-
being into adulthood.  The impact of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) is now front and cen-
ter in the minds of child psychologists, and there are programs going on around the country to edu-
cate teachers, parents, and police, fire and safety officials -- the community -- about how each of us 
can be a positive influence in the life of a child. 

It’s working, but we’re not there yet.  Today, many of the young women helped back in the ‘90s are 
entering middle age.  These parents and children have made tremendous progress.  A program to 
help parents reflect on their parenting by watching videotapes of their interactions with their child 
has made a huge difference.  (Note: seeing ourselves as others see us is an experience that each of us 
should have.)  TLC is now affiliated with national programs:  Even Start, Parents as Teachers and 
Healthy Families America.  The professional staff is made up of doctors, nurses, mental health 
workers and social workers. 

Maggie Monroe-Cassel became the Executive Director in 2015.  “Riding the waves of Good Begin-
nings of Sullivan County for 22 years, we surfed easily into our new identity.  In 2016 we became 
the first Family Resource Center of Quality in New Hampshire,” she stated. 

“We have taken on new programming to provide small group support for any parent, educational 
talks and support for the LGBTQIA community and their allies, and we look to lead community-
wide support for preventing unplanned teen pregnancies,” continued Monroe-Cassel. 

Most recently, the group providing peer support for those going through various forms of addiction 
withdrawal in Claremont and the surrounding towns was about to close its doors.  With the help of 
DHMC, that group is now capably headed by an associate of TLC, has its own facility and continues 
to help this constituency among us. 

You’ll be hearing more about TLC Family Resource Center as you come to the Episcopal Church of 

St. Andrew during the month of April. Stay tuned. -- Janet Miller Haines 

Additional information on these organizations will follow in March and April bulletins and announcements. 
You may also visit their websites or contact a member of the Outreach Commission to learn more.  
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Thanks so much to all the people who made contributions to St. Andrew’s in memory of 
Richard Coleman Haines. All of the donations will be added to the church’s Outreach 
Matching Fund. Jay has explained that the anonymous donor who created the fund with 
the initial $60,000 contribution did so in the hope that other people would be inspired to 
contribute to the Matching Fund.  

Perhaps the gifts given to St. Andrew’s in memory of Richard will be the first of many such    
contributions to the Outreach Matching Fund. Richard would be very happy to know that 
money donated in his memory will leverage additional funding for outreach and the      
service of those in need.  

Again, thank you. — Janet Miller Haines for all of Richard’s family  

Our new vestry had their first meeting on 21 February. We welcomed our new members, Russ  
Register and Becky Forbes, and returning members Barbara Smith and Lisa Kelly. We would like to 
thank Mark Kellett for his service on the vestry and Peter Ruth for his service as treasurer. While 
we will miss Jay’s leadership, the next three months will be a time for the vestry to review, reshape 
and refocus our Mission Action Plan.  

The newly formed Green Committee has met and their initial goals are 
to focus on ways to make the church building more energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly, and to begin thinking about and         formu-
lating an overall vision of how we, St. Andrew’s, can be better stewards 
of creation at church and at home. 

While Jay is away, the focus of the sabbatical period at St. Andrew’s is 
on the diocesan priority of renewing the faithful. With that in mind, we 
hope you have signed up for the Lenten program “5 Marks of Love.”  Thanks to Jay, we have three 
wonderful priests who will be presiding over our Sunday services. Do come and hear their sermons 
as we move from Lent to Eastertide. This spring will be a time of renewal for Jay, for St. Andrew’s 
and for God’s creation. 

Blessings,  Marni Eaton and Bruce Avery 

  The Wardens’  Words:  

Hearing Aids and “T” Setting 

Do you use hearing aids? I do. I just got them. They have a “T” setting which I use during church.  
By switching to that setting all background noise is eliminated and the voices come right into the 
hearing aids.  I recommend using the “T” setting if you have it when attending church or a function 
during which the sound system is being used like Kathleen’s sessions on the Dead Sea Scrolls. If 
you are getting hearing aids be sure to ask for ones that have the “T” setting.  — Anne Hall 
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Testimony of the Rev’d Jay MacLeod on funding of schools in New Hampshire 

∗ In support of HB678 in the House Education Committee on 29 January 2019 

∗ In support of SB265 in the Senate Education and Workforce Development Committee on 7 Feb-
ruary 2019      

 
 My name is Jay MacLeod. I am a product of New Hampshire public education. I graduated from 
Kearsarge Regional High School in 1979 and went directly to Harvard and then on to Oxford as a 
Rhodes Scholar. I had some wonderful, world-renowned teachers at Harvard and Oxford, but my 
best teachers were at Kearsarge. 

 We lived in Sutton then and reside in Wilmot now. Our youngest is in his first year at Kearsarge 
Regional High, our daughter attends UNH, and our oldest son teaches fourth graders at Antrim Ele-
mentary School. Wilmot, Sutton and Antrim are typical New Hampshire towns, and I am here to-
day because I want working-class New Hampshire youngsters to get the quality education that I re-
ceived. 

 Wealthy kids do better in the classroom than their low-income counterparts. Wealthy parents 
have more resources to invest in their children (books, tutors, summer enrichment experiences, etc.), 
while poor children are dealing with the many stresses of poverty (overcrowded homes, crime-
prone neighborhoods, food insecurity, etc.). Countless studies confirm that the deck is stacked 
against poor kids when it comes to educational achievement. A rational system would direct more 
resources to poor districts. In New Hampshire we do the opposite. More money is spent on kids 
from wealthy districts, far more! 

 And how is the vast majority of school funding raised? In about the unfairest way imaginable! 
Some poor districts with low property values have to tax their residents at a rate ten times higher 
than wealthy towns in order to spend the same per pupil. High property taxes in these towns mean 
that people are losing their homes, especially the elderly and disabled. Businesses can’t survive in — 
or won’t open in — the towns that need them the most because the property taxes are higher than in 
wealthy towns. And there’s a huge financial incentive for wealthy towns to secede from school dis-
tricts, leaving the low-income towns to fend for themselves. 

 I am the parish priest of Episcopal Churches in New London and Newport — two towns twelve 
miles apart. New London is not the wealthiest town, nor Newport the poorest in the state, far from 
it. But our funding of schools means that the life chances for Newport kids are much lower than for 
their New London counterparts. And Newport residents have to pay far more in school property 
taxes. To raise the same amount per pupil, the school tax rate in Newport would have to be seven 
times higher than in New London. In fact, Newport spends $3,500 less than New London on each 
elementary school pupil but still has double the tax rate of New London. In my experience, teachers 
in both towns are competent and committed, but how can Newport attract and retain teachers when 
the salaries are considerably lower? Because of the way New Hampshire funds its schools, residents 
of poor towns get hit with a double whammy: they pay much more and receive far less. 

 Our two churches do a lot of work with youngsters in our communities. We run two after-school 
enrichment programs for 3rd - 8th graders in Newport on Mondays and Fridays. These are wonder-
ful youngsters whose resilience inspires our volunteers. We do what we can to help them reach their 
potential, but the playing field is tilted against them. 

                  Continued on p. 14 
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Dear Friends, 
 

 Please excuse me while I continue to reminisce.   
 Recently we had a couple pre-service rehearsals learning a “new” setting of the Canticle,   
Gloria in excelsis, sung to what is known as “Old Scottish Chant” (Hymnal 1982, S-204).  This setting 
is actually not very new at all.  Some of us are simply renewing an old musical friendship.   
I had sung Old Scottish Chant (OSC) many times at Holy Communion before my career as a church 
musician began.  My dad – a Methodist minister – advocated Eucharist at least monthly in his      
parishes – John Wesley felt that Holy Communion should be celebrated every Sunday.  This was not 
the usual Methodist practice in the ‘40s and ‘50s when I was growing up.  In those days, the        
Methodist Hymnal contained two settings of Gloria in excelsis, the venerable setting by John Merbecke 
(also found in Hymnal 1982, S-201) and OSC.   
 In my second position, I served as Assistant Organist at First Methodist Church in Baldwin 
City, Kansas.  The Director of Music was Dr. William C. Rice, who was also head of the Music       
Department at Baker University.  I spent my freshman year in college (1961-62) working with Dr. 
Rice.  He was also on the committee preparing a new Methodist Hymnal.  Settings of the Gloria in 
that new book included the two mentioned above, plus some newer settings.  At the college church, 
we most often sang OSC at monthly Holy Communion. 
 In 1962 I returned to Connecticut to continue my education at the Hartt College of Music of 
the University of Hartford.  I became organist-choir director at Faith Lutheran Church in East    
Hartford.  Like most Lutheran churches at the time, Faith celebrated Holy Communion on the first 
Sunday of the month.  They had a brand new hymnal, and part of my job was teaching new – and 
old - hymns to the congregation.  There were two settings of the communion service.  The setting 
with which they were familiar included OSC. 
 A year later, I took another position, one I held for 26 years.  Concordia Lutheran Church in 
Manchester, CT had the same new hymnal in its pews.  The congregation was also very familiar 
with OSC.  One of my first tasks was to teach them the “Second Setting” of the Communion liturgy, 
containing a new setting of the Gloria in plainsong style.  The people still loved OSC, so we began to 
use both settings, alternating them by liturgical season.  After 15 years at Concordia, yet another 
new hymnal was published.  This one contained three settings of the communion liturgy, none of 
which made use of OSC.  It seemed as if a chapter in my life had ended. 
 Now we fast-forward to New London.  When I arrived at First Baptist Church in 2015, the 
pew hymnal, ironically, was the very book that my Kansas mentor and colleague, Bill Rice had 
helped edit back in the early sixties: The Methodist Hymnal (1962).  What goes around, comes around.   
 As you might gather from all this, I never had the task of introducing Old Scottish Chant to 
any of the congregations I had served.  They all knew it well already.  It was with a bit of awe     
mingled with irony that I stood before you trying to teach you something very old and venerable, 
something a few of us already knew.  I hope you will enjoy singing this old “tune” with me, a friend 
from childhood, Old Scottish Chant. 
 

Peace, Love, Hope, Joy, and Harmony, 
David  

Voices in Counterpoint 
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Getting to Know Us 
We continue to profile vestry members.  Please see next page for another member. 

Morris Edwards, currently serving his first year on the Vestry, has attended St.      
Andrew’s since retiring to New London with his wife, Jeanne, in 1997. 

I was born and raised in Wigan, an industrial town in northern England,      
determined to follow in my father’s footsteps as a professional soccer player 
or, alternatively, to become a professional cricketer. When both dreams faded I 
turned to Plan B: college and a career in engineering, earning a bachelor’s     
degree at Queen Mary College, University of London. 

Associated Electrical Industries (AEI) Britain’s largest engineering firm had 
offered me a very generous college scholarship with the condition that I join 
them after graduation for a minimum of two years. I soon realized I had      
neither the aptitude nor the interest in an engineering career, which I saw as 
learning more and more about less and less. I wanted to learn more and more 
about more and more. I was able to realize this goal by coming to America and writing about engi-
neering breakthroughs rather than making them. 

Because of AEI’s huge size I was able to fill my two years with non-engineering positions, including 
a long, final stint as associate editor of the company’s monthly newspaper for its 120,000 employ-
ees. It was a dream job and I learned a great deal from its young, dynamic editor, which prepared 
me for my unexpected career in America. 

My reason for coming to the States was to earn an MBA, which no British University offered at the 
time. My plan was to work for a year in America before going to college and to return to England 
after graduation. During that first year, though, I was invited to join a startup business publishing 
firm in Manhattan. I accepted and thus began a 35-year entrepreneurial career in business publish-
ing that took me from Manhattan to the Boston area and, later, to Washington, DC.  

I did return to England but only to marry Jeanne, my girlfriend, soul mate and fellow traveler since 
college. We raised a daughter and two sons, who have blessed us with seven grandchildren, thus 
far. We sold the company just as our youngest was graduating high school so we were free to retire 
anywhere. We thought of returning to the Boston area, but our daughter was moving to New 
Hampshire at the time and both our sons were at school up here so we chose to spend a year in 
New London to be near them. We rented a house in Elkins but then proceeded to fall in love with 
the area and its people. After the year we bought a house in New London, set down roots and 
found a spiritual home at St. Andrew’s. 

My credo has always been healthy body, healthy mind, combined with a rich spiritual life. In New 
London I have been able to follow this creed thanks to the Hogan Center, Adventures in Learning 
and St. Andrew’s. I was also able to broaden my horizons by serving on the committee of the Lake 
Sunapee Wine Society and helping to found a local Chapter of Toastmasters, an organization that 
helps people overcome their fear of public speaking. I also became involved with Country Squires 
and enjoyed singing with the Kearsarge Chorale and helping to promote its concerts. 

At St. Andrew’s I have been a longtime lector and “Cheeseman,” selling Vermont cheddar cheese at 
the summer and Christmas fairs. For the past two years Jeanne and I have chaired the Stewardship 
Committee, helping to raise funds to further God’s work in our church, our parish and in ourselves, 
and to foster the wellbeing of less fortunate souls who struggle daily to make ends meet.  
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Getting to Know Us 
In a subsequent issue we will profile members elected to the vestry in January.  Please visit our website at https://

www.standrewsnl.org/newsletters.html for back issues with vestry profiles you might have missed.   
Please contact any one of us (identified on the back page) with your questions or concerns about life at St. Andrew’s.   

 

Alice Perry has begun her second year of a three-year term as clerk on the vestry.  
She served in the same capacity some 20 years ago, and has attended services at St. 
Andrew’s since 1974. 

A cradle Episcopalian raised in northern New Jersey, I have fond memories 
of attending Church of the Atonement in Tenafly and St. Paul’s Church in 
Montvale.  As soon as I could read I was enrolled in the children’s choir in 
Tenafly and also sang in the choirs of churches I attended in high school and 
college.  Although here at St. Andrew’s I am not a singer in the weekly    
Sunday choir, I did sing in the “Festival Choir” for special services when 
Philip Major directed that some years ago.  More recently I have discovered 
Music that Makes Community workshops offer me an opportunity to learn 
and teach liturgical “tunes” that can be sung without printed music.  I also 
participate in the Music and Memory sessions weekly and assist with the Upbeat Choir in Newport. 

Music aside, my ministries at St. Andrew’s include former Sunday school teacher, former clerk for 
the altar guild and for a search committee as well as former and current vestry clerk.  I inherited the 
role of acolyte from my two sons as they moved into high school and college, have been a long-time 
member of the altar guild, a Lay Eucharistic Minister, reader and usher for many years, and have 
recently begun my second year as co-mentor, with Marni Eaton, of our Education for Ministry 
(EfM) group.  I also have, since 2005, the privilege and pleasure to edit the bimonthly church news-
letter, The Network. 

Widowed in 1995 after 26 years of marriage to my beloved husband Guy, I am the grandparent of 
three girls who range in age from 7 to 2.  When health issues prompted me to consider a move from 
my East Andover home that I had shared with my husband and sons, I found a solution by donat-
ing a conservation easement to the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT) -- and then in 
2002 found a home in Sutton that kept me close to my New London ties. 

Professionally, with an undergraduate degree in philosophy from Goucher College and a master’s 
degree in physical anthropology from the University of Colorado, I have been a proofreader, free-
lance writer, college and elementary school teacher and most recently a bid administrator for a 
bookseller to academic libraries.  I volunteer for ASLPT and New London Hospital, enjoy cross-
word and jigsaw puzzles, reading, needlework, pickleball, vegetable gardening, birdwatching and 
being active outdoors – plenty to keep me busy since my retirement two years ago.  

The chalice is a symbol of Christian faith, the cup of 
salvation used in the Eucharist.  Grapes represent 
the wine of the Eucharist, the blood of Christ.  Wheat 
represents the bread of communion, the body of 
Christ.  A sheaf of wheat is for bountifulness and 
thanksgiving.  
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Sunday School 

During Epiphany, through Sunday-school lessons and activities, we have been coming to know    
Jesus more fully, learning more about his miracles and what it means to follow him by using our 
gifts to walk in love.   

Our younger class is composed of children in kindergarten through third grade, while the older 
group includes children from fourth grade up and any children not yet confirmed.  We have          
excellent, experienced teachers on board for both groups.  

We have an urgent need for teachers and shepherds.   Shepherds are not responsible for lessons but 
support the teachers and provide extra hands in the classroom.  The kids are wonderful; collaborat-
ing with them is lots of fun!  We will be happy to mentor teachers; the curriculum is easy to follow 
and administer.  If you feel the tug, even slightly, to teach or shepherd, please get in touch with    
Ellen Yenawine. 

 

Faith Adventures  

Faith Adventures is our interdenominational middle-school youth group for kids in 6th-8th grade.  
Our leaders include Steve and Nancy Allenby, Cindy Johnson, Jeff Maguire, and   Ellen and Gardner 
Yenawine.  Please contact Ellen Yenawine if your child is interested in joining us.  We are also en-
couraging our youth group members to bring friends with them!     

Mother Nature and one of her snowstorms forced cancellation of our Water Aerobics activities.  We 
will be trying to     reschedule that activity this spring.  Our Movie Night activity conflicted with too 
many other commitments the kids had made, so that was cancelled as well. 

We are looking forward to the following Sugaring at the Allenby’s in March and helping with the 
Sunshine Diner at Epiphany Newport in April (more details will follow). 

—Ellen Yenawine 

YouthOnMain (YOM) is an interdenominational initiative serving the Lake Sunapee area middle-
school youth of all faiths seeking ways to connect with peers.  Leaders include Lynn Wenger,       
Teresa Jackson, and Ellen Yenawine.  This initiative is supported by local churches including          
St. Andrew’s.  To sign up your 6th-8th-grader or for more information contact Ellen Yenawine.  
 YOM is a program designed to nurture faith, hope, and charity, build strong peer relation-
ships, encourage mutual respect, civility and generosity, and provide service to the community as 
well as to provide activities that are fun and inspirational for our middle-schoolers and their friends 
on the second Saturday of each month.  Details will be confirmed each month, published in the 
Kearsarge Shopper, and sent via email.  Please RSVP and bring a friend. — Ellen Yenawine 

March 23, 6:30-9 PM:   

Join Alli from Allioops to make a flower         
arrangement or create a terrarium as a gift 
for an older friend or relative 

April 13:   

Pysanky!  Learn to make these intricate   
Ukrainian Easter Eggs with Sue Dow  
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►▼◄ 

High School Youth Group Happenings 

The St. Andrew’s youth have been so blessed to be able to kick off 2019 as explorers! In a series of 
workshops with Ellen Yenawine, they have been examining their educational and career aspira-
tions, and the ways in which their faith and self-awareness play a central role in informing the big 
choices they will be making in the upcoming years. Ellen, we hope you know how very much we 
love and appreciate you! 

February saw the launch of Messy Church at Epiphany, Newport – a fun, creative and radical way 
to learn about and experience the messages of the Bible and God’s love! A few of our fearless youth 
group leaders and members were on hand to join in the fun, and we’re hoping the youth group 
will continue to be a part of this exciting new venture going forward. 

Looking ahead, plans are in the works for both fellowship and service in the next couple of 
months. In March, we’re hoping to host the biggest game night ever at St. Andrew’s, followed by 
an overnight lock- in for the high-schoolers. And in April, in honor of Earth Day, our community 
service will be focused on honoring and caring for God’s Creation. 

Although following a slightly different path, we will also be joining in the church-wide Lenten 
study. Using the Society of St. John the Evangelist’s curriculum, “Growing a Rule of Life,” our fo-
cus will be on designing “a balanced plan for growing into a deeper relationship with God, Self, 
Others, and Creation.”  

It’s going to be an amazing spring in the Cave – full of faith, hope and love! 

If you are a high school student who is curious about Youth Group, feel free to come join us any 
Sunday in the Cave from 11:30-1:00. You can also check us out on the St. Andrew’s webpage: 
https://www.standrewsnl.org/high-school-youth-group.html.  If you are interested in learning 
more or just chatting about the wonderful things going on with this amazing bunch of young folks, 
please feel free to contact Lisa or Billy Kelly.  

St. Andrew, a fisherman, was believed to have been crucified in Greece on a slant-wise cross.  The boat       
represents the congregation of believers on a stormy sea in troubled times.  
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Opportunities to Participate in Parish Life 

In the last three issues of the Network, I have highlighted opportunities to serve in worship and 

others in the St. Andrew’s and area communities and to participate in Parish Life. Believe it or not, 

there are more! I would like to highlight some in this issue. — Anne Hall, Verger  

 Meals to the Rescue: Provides meals to parishioners who are ill or otherwise need help. 
Contact Linda Potter to offer help with cooking and delivering meals.  

Thrift Shop: St. Andrew's Thrift Shop offers seasonal clothing and shoes for men and women and 
some household items. Run entirely by volunteers, the Thrift Shop receives donated clothing and 
household items which are resold at very low prices. The proceeds benefit St. Andrew's Church 
and several local charities. It is open from 10 AM to 2 PM Monday through Saturday. Volunteer 
shifts are usually two hours. Contact Jackie Thompson. 

KREM: A consortium of local churches meeting the emergency needs of area people when other 
services are unavailable. Needed funds can be donated at ecumenical services and other events 
around town. New board members are welcome. Contact Jennifer Giles. 

Veterans Assistance: Donations of money are needed as well as toiletries which may be put in a 
collection basket on the narthex shelf.  Volunteers may also help veterans access disability benefits. 
Contact Sally Asher or Harvey Best. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Provides knitted or crocheted prayer shawls to parishioners or community 
members for whom we are praying. You can work with the Craft Group on Tuesdays or on your 
own. See www.shawlministry.com for sample patterns.  Contact Rosie Best or Barbara Smith. 

Seamen’s Church Institute: The Institute provides spiritual, social services and professional       
support to mariners. Needed are knitted hats and scarves; clean and gently used men’s sweaters 
and jackets; toiletries; playing cards and paperback books.  For patterns and info see http://
seamenschurch.org/christmas-at-sea. Contact Judy Ackroyd. 

Testimony on School funding—continued from p. 8 
 I also coach girls’ soccer in Newport — 5th and 6th graders. Think what it’s like playing soccer 
uphill: all your running, passing and dribbling takes so much extra effort. It’s tedious and frustrat-
ing, even infuriating. But we can assure the players: “Don’t worry! The second half will be differ-
ent.”  Yet when it comes to their schooling, there is no second half; these kids and their parents face 
a  constant uphill struggle. 

 Teachers, parents and volunteers can only do so much for our youngsters. As state legislators, 
you can level the playing field. In my view, there’s no more important issue in New Hampshire, 
and there’s no issue with a clearer moral mandate. 

 I support any bill that begins to level the playing field for children and tax payers in poorer          
districts. Please: don’t just tinker around the margins. We need real and fundamental change. This 
session of the legislature seems to be different. Many citizens are hopeful that you have the political 
will-power to improve school funding. I hope and pray that you will tackle this issue head-on, so 
that education in this state can recover its mission. 

 In New Hampshire today, education reinforces inequality. The mission of education is to equal-
ize opportunity, to enable all children to reach their potential. Please make that happen: pass        
legislation that does not penalize poor towns and their students. — Jay MacLeod, Wilmot 
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Monday to Friday 12 Noon Midday Prayer ▼ Mondays 6 PM Meditation   

Tuesdays/Thursdays 9 AM Morning Prayer  
Wednesdays 10 AM Music & Memory  

Thursdays  10 AM Thursday Tots, 7 PM Choir  
Saturdays 5 PM Worship at Epiphany, Newport 

Our next visit to the Friendly Kitchen is planned for Friday, 22 March.  Watch 
for a sign up sheet early in the month to see how you can help feed the hungry 
in Concord. In January we served 92 meals! 

 Calendar of Events 
March: 

3 (week of) - Lenten study groups commence (see p. 7) 

6 (Wednesday) - Ash Wednesday,  12 noon at St. Andrew’s; 7 PM at Our Lady of Fatima 

22 (Friday) - Friendly Kitchen 

31 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit Upper Valley Haven (see p. 4) 
 
April 
14 (Sunday) - Palm Sunday 
18 (Thursday) - Maundy Thursday service, 7 PM 
19 (Friday) - Good Friday ecumenical service, 12 noon 
20 (Saturday) - Easter Vigil at Epiphany Newport, 8 PM in lieu of dawn service at St. Andrew’s 
21 (Sunday) - Easter, 8 and 10 AM 
28 (Sunday) - Last Sunday, open plate to benefit TLC Family Resource Center 

(see p. 5)                           

Help Re-Stock the KLS   
Community Food Pantry 

March:  Cereal 

April: Hearty Soups and Stews 

Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf and instant),  peanut butter and jelly, cake and 
brownie mixes and monetary donations are always welcome. 

 

Phillips Brooks Campers 

The dates are set, and before you know it, we’ll be welcoming two new groups of inner city kids 
from Boston for two days in the country.  Please mark your calendars for 9/10 and 16/17 July and 
plan to help.  Yes, this year they’ll be coming on consecutive weeks and both on Tuesday/
Wednesday.  Questions?  Please speak with Nola Jordan, Lisa Kelly, or Becky Rylander. 
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Parish Office 
Office 603-526-6344 

Fax 603-526-8623 

Email     standrews-
church@tds.net 
 

Rector 

   The Rev. Jay MacLeod 

Director of Music 

 David Almond 

Director of Music for Children and 

Youth 

Nicole Densmore 

Verger 

 Anne Hall 

Parish Administrator 

   Shelly Boucher 

Resident Clergy 

 The Rev. Patricia Harris 

    The Rev. Canon Jim Ransom 

    The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Rusnak 

The Rev. Leslie Smith 

The Rev. Charlie Tirrell 

The Rev. Dr. Katrina Wagner 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New London, NH 

P.O. Box 294 

52 Gould Road, 

New London, NH 03257                                                                                                       

                        The Vestry 
Wardens 

Marni Eaton (expires Jan. 2020) 

Bruce Avery (expires Jan. 2021)  

 
 
Treasurer 

Becky Forbes (expires Jan. 2020) 

  

Committee Chairpersons 
 
Altar Guild 
Judy Ackroyd 
Rosie Best 

 
Buildings & Grounds 
Harvey Best 

 
Craft Group 
Rosie Best 
Barbara Smith 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Anne Hall 

 
Finance & Investments 
Becky Forbes 
 

Newsletter 
Alice Perry – Editor 

 
Outreach 
Becky Rylander 

 
Stewardship  
Morris and Jeanne Edwards 

                     Vestry Members 

Term Expires Jan. 2020 

Harvey Best 

Joe Daly 

Greg Vogt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Expires Jan. 2021 

Morris Edwards 

Alice Perry, Clerk 

Linda Potter 

 

Term Expires Jan. 2022 

Lisa Kelly 

Russ Register 

Barbara Smith 


