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Inside this issue: 

From time to time, a faithful and 
serious question is raised: 
Should we really be spending 
this much money on our sanctu-
ary when there is so much need in the world? It is a question the Church 
should never stop asking. 

Part of the answer is practical. Our sanctuary is now sixty years old. 
While most of the building has been upgraded, the sanctuary has been 
left untouched. Its insulation is minimal, the windows are single-pane, 
and the lighting and carpeting are tired. Improving thermal performance 
is not a luxury; it is faithful stewardship of God’s creation.  

The deeper reason for renewing the sanctuary goes to the heart of why 
the Church exists. We are not a social service agency with worship add-
ed on, nor a private spiritual club. St. Andrew’s exists to gather people 
into the presence of the living God — to hear the Word, to break the 
Bread, to be formed and changed, and then sent back into the world in 
love and service. 

Parishioners are clear that prayer here is helped not by extravagance but 
by clarity and simplicity that feels calm, welcoming and reverent. Think 
of someone slipping into a pew midweek, sitting quietly with the altar 
bathed in natural light, and finding — perhaps for the first time in days 
— a moment to breathe and pray. That moment matters. Rich and poor 
alike need beauty, dignity and spaces where hope can take root. The 
Church has never separated care for the soul from care for the body. 

Jay’s Say 
Why Renew the Sanctuary?  

Worship shapes who we become. A space that is beautiful and welcoming does not compete with 
compassion for the world; it feeds it. Lives changed in worship become lives offered in service.    
Renewing the sanctuary does not weaken our commitment to outreach and mission — it sustains it. 
St. Andrew’s will continue to care for neighbors in need, support local and global partners, and    
engage in the work of justice and reconciliation. This is not an “either/or.” It is a “both/and.” 

There is also urgency in this moment. While St. Andrew’s is thriving, we cannot ignore the wider 
reality of church decline across the nation, especially in New England. We cannot assume that      
today’s attendance will carry into the future. Mission now requires intention. Thinking about the 
next generation, we might ask: how many of our own children, nieces and nephews would instinc-
tively seek out an Episcopal church if they were to move to New Hampshire? Welcome, clarity and 
beauty are not optional; they are part of our calling.        
            Continued on p. 12 
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Parish Birthdays 

YOUTH CHOIR—COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Each November and December, I recruit, rehearse, and  
prepare students who are interested in singing and ringing 
tone chimes. This ensemble performs annually at St.       
Andrew’s 4 PM Christmas Eve service, as well as at several 
community events. Past events have included the New 
London Historical Society’s Holiday Open House, the   
Center for the Arts First Friday December Holiday Concert, the New London Rotary Club’s        
holiday breakfast meeting, and the Lake Sunapee Chamber of Commerce’s Dash Downtown. 

This program has been a meaningful way to welcome families into St. Andrew’s—particularly 
those who may not attend church regularly. By connecting the            
St. Andrew’s Christmas Eve service with a broader series of communi-
ty concerts, the emphasis is placed on music and celebration, while still 
offering families the opportunity to experience a church service during 
one of the most beautiful and welcoming times of the year. Over the 
years, nearly 80 families have attended the St. Andrew’s Christmas Eve 
service through their involvement with the tone chime group. 

In December 2025, the tone chime ensemble performed alongside the 
Youth Choir as part of the Center for the Arts’ New Year’s Eve New 
Year’s New London 2025 festivities. The Youth Choir was delighted to 
share their spirit and music with the wider community at this joyful event.  — Nicole Densmore 

Jenna Wheeler 4 
James Wassell 7 
Loa Winter 8 
Linda Miller 10 
John Jevne 12 
Peter Machen 12 
Barbara Smith 12 
David Marshall 16 
Nancy Rollins 16 
Andy Seward 17 
Patrick Seward 17 
Bob Feuerstein 22 
Tina Colehower 23 
Diane Caldwell 25 
Linda Barnes 26 
Paul Catsos 26 
Kate MacLeod 26 
Natalie Stark 28 

George Jamieson 6 
Bill Helm 10 
Judy Wallace 14 
Connie Seward 18 
Gardner Yenawine 18 
Cynthia Canaday 19 
Lou Sawyer 20 
Terry Smith 27 

Upcoming Bible Study on Book of Job 

On Wednesdays at 7 PM beginning on 7 January 
and ending on 11 February, you are invited to par-
ticipate in a Zoom Bible study on the Book of Job.  
This will be a joint effort between Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Fernandina Beach, Florida, 
and St. Andrew’s.  John Harris will lead the Bible 
study, supported by Pastor Pat Harris.  Pat and 
John were members of St. Andrew’s while they 
lived in New Hampshire, and Pastor Pat still par-
ticipates in Faith and Issues with us weekly on 
Zoom.     

This Bible study will be an effort to find unity in 
God’s Word among people of different back-
grounds and experiences.  In the context of study-
ing Job’s suffering and his interactions with his 
friends and with God, we will be examining the 
ways each of us responds to the suffering of others 
and to our own suffering; our reactions to our own 
anger at God; and the ways that the book of Job 
has impacted our contemporary culture.. You can 
find the Zoom link in our weekly parish emails.  
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Each year at Christmas time, I look forward to foraging through 
boxes that have been put away for months at a time, to resurrect 
the Holy Family and bring them to center stage. I have three 
Nativity scenes: one handed down from mother to daughter for 
four generations, which now resides with me but will be hand-
ed down to my daughter one day. Another was given to me by my discernment committee at 
Christ Church in Needham, Massachusetts when I was discerning a call to Holy Orders. That set 
was handcrafted in Haiti, a country I was introduced to through Christ Church, during a time that 
changed the course of my life. Each year I find a special place in my home for the carefully crafted 
Holy Family that are made from a wood indigenous to Haiti, and remember the families I met and 
loved.  And my third Nativity set is called “dogtivity” with each member of the Holy Family rep-
resented as a breed of dog. It sounds humorous, and it is, but it was given to me by my family after 
losing our beloved black lab too early in his life. He was a beloved member of our family and the 
loss was devastating. Each of these Nativity scenes holds a special place in my heart and a promi-
nent spot in my home where I can be present to the birth of Jesus in whichever room I find myself.  

If I had to choose a favorite, it would be the oldest, precious heirloom which has been touched and 
witnessed and cherished by my mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother and great-great grandmother. The 
face of the camel has been worn off by the many hands --
large and small -- that held it. The donkey has a broken 
leg that no glue has been able to repair though the body 
rests steadily on the leg if it remains stationary. There is a 
shepherd and three wisemen who watch over Mary,    
Joseph, and the baby Jesus, each with their own blemish-
es and peeling paint. It is rustic, worn down, and fragile. 
It is beautiful in all its humility. 

My first shift at the Claremont Warm Welcome Shelter in 
December felt akin to setting out my heirloom Nativity scene. As I approached the red door of 
Trinity Church, I could feel the grace I was being blessed with as I entered this worn down, under-
resourced little church. I felt as if I were walking into a real-life Nativity scene. The holy family 
who dwelled inside that night were stirring and getting ready to meet the day. The two hosts 
watched over the guests, caring for their every need, much like Mary and Joseph watched over  
Jesus in the manger. Alison and I served as hospitality volunteers --the shepherds if you will-- 
charged with the specific task of helping the guests get some breakfast, use the restroom for the 
last time, and gather their things to head out into the cold and windy wintery weather for the day. 
Holy people in a holy space taking care of each other. Jesus is our model for servant leadership and 
continues to teach us how to love one another. Jesus, the Word made flesh, came into the world 
through the incarnation to share with us the nature of God who chose to dwell among us. To be us, 
to become human in all our brokenness, fragility, and human frailty.  

On a bitter cold morning in December in the little parish hall at Trinity Church Claremont, God 
was incarnated in the people present. The experience for me was sacramental: an outward and  
visible sign of an invisible and spiritual grace. Jesus was among us showing us how to love and 
care for one another during times of suffering. I will leave you with the beautiful words of Howard 
Thurman:  

(Howard Thurman’s poem, The Work of Christmas, can be found on p. 9) 

Ministry Musings 
by 

The Rev’d Jennifer  
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Our November 2024 Outreach appeal supported the people of Sudan and South Sudan who were 
suffering extreme hunger, mass displacement from their homes, unrelenting violence, and tragic 
disease outbreaks amidst a severe shortage of medical care – all this the result of the civil war in  
Sudan and extreme weather conditions affecting both countries.   See the 2024 November-
December issue of the Network (https://www.standrewsnl.org/newsletters.html) for a tragic      
picture of the previous situation in the two independent countries that share much in common. 

The need now is, if anything, greater.  In the news recently has 
been the fall of the city of El Fasher in Darfur, Sudan, which  
followed 18 months of siege and famine — a brutal climax in a 
conflict that has already displaced millions.   The worsening 
situation is primarily due to three factors: continuing civil war 
in Sudan, increasing conflict in South Sudan, and increased 
flooding.  The clearest indication of the devastation these coun-
tries are experiencing is the number of displaced people.  This 
map (current in July 2025) shows that over 4 million Sudanese 
people are refugees or asylum seekers in neighboring countries, 
including South Sudan.  In addition, over 10 million have been 
displaced within Sudan. 

We invite you to a journey that begins with developing or expanding an understanding of what so 
many there confront daily.  It continues with a description of the work of the American Friends of 
the Episcopal Church of the Sudans (AFRECS).  Then, for each of us on this journey, a prayerful 
consideration of what our personal response should be.    
  
Between April and September 2025, nearly 200,000 people fled South Sudan for areas in eastern   
Sudan that offered greater security and food support, while nearly 10,000 returned from refugee 
settlements in Kenya and Uganda, driven by limited humanitarian services and reduced food assis-
tance.  In addition to these who fled from South Sudan, approximately 2 million people have been 
internally displaced within the country.  This chaotic movement of people in both countries demon-
strates the desperate nature of the search for adequate nutrition, freedom from violence and escape 
from the persistent effects of devastating weather.  And this is before the fall of El Fasher. 

Disease also plagues the region.  For example, in April Sudan reported nearly 60,000 cases of chol-
era resulting in over 1640 deaths; in August, South Sudan reported over 90,000 suspected cases of 
cholera and over 1500 deaths.  These statistics highlight the heightened vulnerability of communi-
ties to waterborne disease driven by poor nutrition, limited access to safe drinking water, inade-
quate sanitation and disruptions to essential health services. 

For more information on the conditions that so many in Sudan and South Sudan are enduring see 
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-conflict-and-refugee-crisis-multi-country-external-
situation-report-10-covering-reporting-period-march-april-2025 and https://reliefweb.int/report/
south-sudan/unicef-south-sudan-humanitarian-situation-report-no-8-august-2025.  More recent 
information on the fall of El Fasher is at https://www.ukrainer.net/en/sudan-s-war-explained/ 

Continued on p. 7 

Last Sunday Looks Ahead— 26 January 
Sudan and South Sudan 
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Last Sunday Looks Ahead — 22 February 
Dismas Home of NH 

It’s almost impossible to truly know a relative, friend or work colleague who was sentenced to     
incarceration for a few years and then returns to “normal” life – because of all that person has       
experienced.  

Our February Outreach Offering supports Dismas Home of NH, which provides justice-involved 
women, who have experienced substance use disorder and mental illness, with the opportunity to 
improve their lives. The Home offers effective clinical treatments and a wide range of social support 
services in a safe, loving home-like residential environment. Once residents are ready to return to 
the community, Dismas Home offers extended continuing support in job assistance, housing and 
ongoing mental health to ensure that the women have the resources necessary to be contributing 
members in their communities. 

The Dismas program is the only organization in New Hampshire to serve exclusively justice-
involved women. The 90-day treatment program is designed to treat the trauma behind substance 
misuse, allowing residents to get physically and mentally healthy. When ready, residents move into 
the Transitional Living Program (TLP), where they continue to receive group and individual thera-
py. They are also educated in life skills and offered assistance that aids in workforce development 
and housing.  

On average, a resident may stay for up to one year, and Dismas serves 16 to 20 women each year. 
Women who have completed the 90-day treatment program and TLP have been more than 95%  
successful in making the transition back into the community. In just eight years, Dismas Home has 
grown from a small grassroots program in Manchester to a statewide program partnering with the 
NH Department of Corrections, healthcare providers, social service agencies, educational institu-
tions, developers, law enforcement and employers to support and empower women who dared to 
transition away from their entanglements with the justice system to build a meaningful and positive 
life. 

Dismas Home has a short-term goal to increase capacity from eight residents in one building to 28 
residents in two buildings. The Home located at 102 Fourth Street in Manchester will continue to 
house the 90-day treatment program, serving eight women in a cohort. Church member Randy 
Foose served on the board as its Treasurer for many years. 

The new Dismas Home property at 6 
Healthcare Drive in Rochester is currently 
being renovated and is estimated for com-
pletion in six months. Dismas Home plans 
to reserve 25% of the overall number of 
beds at the new facility for women veterans 
who need the services Dismas Home        
provides. 

We are pleased to be supporting this worthy cause again.  We hope that you’ll consider a donation 
in February. — Jerry Coogan 
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  Wardens’ Words 

St. Andrew’s remains a committed, vibrant community with many people engaged in activities that 
support church worship, outreach, Christian formation, book discussions, bible study and music 
ministry. We deeply value the time and talents of so many who enrich our faith community.   

As the calendar year ends and we begin a New Year, we want to recognize outgoing Vestry      
members.  Nonie Reynders is finishing her service after two three-year terms. Fifi Mitchell has    
completed a two-year term. We thank Nonie and Fifi for their dedication, commitment and active 
participation in Vestry meetings. 

Jennifer Giles, who has finished a vacant two-year term, has agreed to serve for another three years. 
Nancy Rollins has agreed to serve for another two–year term as Warden. Anne Watkins and David 
Crandall have been nominated for three-year terms. You can find their photos and bios on p. 11. 

Additionally, JoAnn Hicks is finishing two terms as a delegate to Western Convocation/Diocesan 
Convention. Nancy Rollins has agreed to serve for a two-year term as delegate, with Jack Feyrer  
and Alice Perry nominated for two-year terms as alternate delegates. 

We are also grateful that Mike Quinn has graciously agreed to serve as Treasurer for another term. 
If anyone is interested in sharing their talents with the Vestry for this critical role, we would wel-
come hearing from you. Mike is willing to step aside and provide consultation/mentoring to any-
one interested.  Meanwhile, Mike will meet with interested parishioners between services on      
Sunday, 18 January. At that meeting, parishioners are encouraged to review and ask questions 
about the 2026 budget, which will have been approved by the Vestry at their meeting on 15 January.  

The new slate of Vestry members and Co-Warden to be presented at the 25 January 2026 Annual 
meeting at 11:30 AM is: 

Warden for a two-year term, Nancy Rollins 

Vestry for a three-year term: Jennifer Giles, Anne Watkins, David Crandall 

Convocation/Delegate for a two-year term, Nancy Rollins 

Alternate delegate for a two-year term: Jack Feyrer, Alice Perry 

Please note that the Vestry voted to change the term policy to extend Mike Quinn’s term as       
Treasurer, so his name will also appear on the slate. 

Beyond elections, the meeting will include a vote to receive the 2026 budget, a slide show of 2025 
highlights of activities at St. Andrew’s and an opportunity for parishioners to ask questions.  

As we prepare for 2026, we wish to express our sincere gratitude and thanks to all who have partici-
pated in our shared journey this Advent season as we have discussed Renewal of the Sanctuary. It 
has been, and will continue to be, a journey of faith, exploration and change.  We wish to leave you 
with this quote: 

Gratitude turns what we have into enough, and more. It turns denial into acceptance, chaos into order, and 
confusion into clarity... it makes sense of our past, brings peace today, and creates a vision for tomorrow. 

 -Melody Beattie 

—Nancy Rollins and Paul Catsos  
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Buildings and Grounds: Childcare and Books 
 
The need for childcare in our region remains great and will not be filled by our new neighbor, the 
Strawberry Blossom Montessori School, which already has twice as many applicants as it will have 
spaces available next fall. In October, the vestry approved our taking steps to determine the feasibil-
ity of St. Andrew’s housing a year-round daycare center for up to 12 pre-school age children.  The 
maximum number of kids being considered is only half as many students as had been discussed 
when we considered hosting the Montessori school, so the proposed preschool would need much 
less space.   

We plan to use classrooms 1 and 2 as those two rooms are connected internally by a door and offer 
the best access to a drop off loop just in front of the Thrift Shop. We have installed 17 window       
inserts that were donated by WindowDressers to save heat there, as well as in the basement lobby.  
We also repainted the trim in those rooms and the adjoining doorways with lead-encapsulating   
primer, as some of that paint was quite old and trace amounts of lead were found there during prior 
testing.  

Additional lead testing is scheduled soon. With leadership from Jim Mathias, we will develop an 
appropriate lease for Candace Smith, an experienced daycare provider, and assist her in getting the 
necessary state approval of our space. Once those details are worked out, we will present a much 
more detailed plan for the vestry to consider. 

In classroom 3, renovated as part of last year’s water damage claim, we replaced ceiling tiles  
that more recently sustained water damage from a leak of a faucet upstairs.  We also plan to mount 
two sets of 6’x6’ oak shelves against the back wall.  Those shelves should allow that room to serve as 
both a library and a small conference room. We also hope to replace its plastic table with one that 
will match the new shelves. If you have a 5’ diameter oak table to donate, please let us know! -- Paul 
Catsos for the Buildings & Grounds Committee 

January Last Sunday, continued 

The work of The American Friends of the Episcopal Church of the Sudans (AFRECS) will receive 
our contributions and ensure that the funds are used as most needed.  In discussion with AFRECS, 
we expressed the desire that our aid might support those in acute and immediate need.  But our   
relationship with AFRECS is more than simply using it as a means for our help to reach those in 
great need.  Ideally, we are in a partnership with AFRECS in its goal of alleviating the suffering of so 
many in the Sudans and in helping all there to build better lives.  There are many other areas where 
AFRECS and the Episcopal Church are making a difference in the Sudans, and you will hear more 
about other aspects of the work of AFRECS in Friday emails and Sunday bulletin inserts.   

Throughout this journey, please give prayerful consideration to the needs of so many in Sudan and 
South Sudan and how you might feel called to help in this. That will be the next step in our journey 
together.  — Russ Potter 

Become a Legacy Society member!      Show your love for St. Andrew’s.      
     Ensure the future of the church.                                                                                             
  Get your legacy gift form today to add your name to our leaderboard! 

    https://www.standrewsnl.org/legacy-fund.html 
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Calendar of Events 
January 
7 (Tuesday) —Bible Study, Book of Job, 7 PM and weekly through                

11 February, on Zoom (see p. 2) 
10 (Saturday) — Faith and Issues, on Zoom, 10 AM, and weekly following 

(see p. 13) 
11 (Sunday) — Listening Session with Bishop Search Committee, Walpole,                                             

2 PM (see p. 9) 
13 (Tuesday) —Bible Study (Exodus) with Jared on Zoom, 4 PM, and weekly following 
16 Friday) — Funeral for John MacLeod, First Baptist Church, 2 PM.  Bishop Rob presiding. 
18 (Sunday) — Budget review with Treasurer Mike Quinn, 9 AM (see p. 6) 
23 (Friday) — Friendly Kitchen, 4 PM (see below) 
25 (Sunday) — Annual Meeting, 11:30 AM (see p. 6) 
26 (Monday) 10 AM and 28 (Wednesday) 4 PM — Composing a Life (see p. 13) 
 
February  
1 (Sunday) — Coastal Camino informational meeting, 9:20 AM 
8 (Sunday) — Youth Choir at 10 AM 
10 (Tuesday) —Craft Group, 9:30 AM, and weekly following 
18 (Wednesday) — Ash Wednesday  
23 (Monday) 10 AM and 25 (Wednesday) 4 PM — Composing a Life (see p. 13)    

Monday to Friday 12 Noon Midday Prayer (in person and on ZOOM) 
Mondays 6 PM Meditation  

Tuesdays 9:30 AM Craft Group (resumes in February) 
Thursdays 7 PM, Choir Rehearsal (in choir room downstairs) 

Third Thursday (most months) 4:30 PM, Vestry 

Our next visit to the Friendly Kitchen is       
Friday, 23 January.  Friendly Kitchen is one of 
St. Andrew’s longest running outreach efforts.  
We are always happy to have new people 
share in the rewarding work of feeding the 
hungry. Let JoAnn Hicks know if 
you would like to help.  With 
lots of help, she says, it is an easy 
task. Thanks! 

Help Re-Stock the KLS Community Food Pantry 
 

January: Canned tuna and chicken  

February:  Pasta sauce 

Paper towels, toilet paper, coffee (regular, decaf 
and instant),  peanut butter and  jelly, cake and 

brownie mixes and monetary donations are        
always welcome. 

Did you know that there is a newsletter from the diocesan office with stories 
from throughout the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire? It comes out once a 
month and is called The Vine. If you are not already receiving a monthly email, 
you can subscribe to The Vine with this link:                                                                                            
https://episcopalchurchofnewhampshire.formstack.com/forms/
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Date of Death  

13 November 

Clare Bennett 

27 December 

John MacLeod 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Service 

5 December 

Shirley Avery 

United Thank Offering 

“May your days be many, and your troubles be few, may all God’s blessings descend upon you, may 
peace be within you, may your heart be strong, may you find what you’re seeking wherever you 
roam.” – Irish Blessing for the New Year 

Living gratefully is a journey that takes time and some mindful work. United 
Thank Offering (UTO) says, “Gratitude is a pretty simple concept but is some-
thing that many people find hard to practice. Being grateful requires simply 
noticing something good in your life and responding with thanks. Noticing 
more good things, feeling gratitude for them, and thanking the people who made those good things 
possible builds positivity and happiness in both the grateful person and the thanked people, . . .  
creating a spreading circle of gratitude and kindness. . . . ” 

As we step into this new year, let’s shift from simply setting resolutions to  cultivating a mindset of 
thankfulness. You might start a journal where each day you write down at least one thing you’re 
thankful for and then express your appreciation for them by dropping a few coins in a UTO box you 
can pick up from the narthex shelf or in the UTO container also found in the narthex or on the table 
in the hall.  

Happy, healthy New Year to you and yours. -- Anne Hall, St. Andrew’s UTO representative  

Ministry Musings, continued 
The Work of Christmas  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart. 

--Howard Thurman  

Join our Delegates to Convention for a Listening Session arranged by the diocesan Bishop Search 
Committee on Sunday, 11 January at 2 PM at St. John's Church, Walpole. This session on our west-
ern side of the Diocese is open to all lay people. Your input will inform both the Search Committee 
and potential applicants about what the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire is seeking in our 
next bishop. Listening sessions will also take place at St. Paul's Concord (7 January) and at             
St. Matthew's, Goffstown (8 January), and via Zoom on Wednesday, 14 January at 6pm. 

As a reminder, we learned in September that Bishop Rob Hirschfeld has announced plans to retire 
in March of 2027.  According to the timeline posted, parishes can expect to receive a final slate of 
candidates from the Search Committee by September 2026 with “meet and greet” sessions follow-
ing. Election of the new bishop will occur at next year’s Diocesan Convention and Election Conven-
tion, 23 and 24 October, 2026.  

Parish Updates 
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Before moving to New London six years ago with my wife Gretchen, I was an 
active member of St. Luke's parish in Darien, Connecticut, where I taught Sun-
day School and served on the education committee. Parents of two grown   
children, Gretchen's mother lives with us. 
A graduate of Gettysburg College, I bring more than 30 years of nonprofit     
experience to the vestry. I am currently Director of Development and Commu-
nications at Twin Pines Housing in White River Junction. My career has taken 
me from the American Museum of Natural History in New York to healthcare 
and educational institutions throughout New England, consistently focused on 
building stronger communities. I also serve on the boards of the New London 
Historical Society and the Housing and Homelessness Alliance of Vermont, 
and am a member of the Lebanon Rotary Club, where I served as president 
during their centennial year in 2023-24. When not working or volunteering, I 
enjoy pickleball, cross-country skiing and indulging my passion for classic film noir.  
I look forward to serving St. Andrew's in this new capacity. — Dave Crandall 

As a candidate for one of two three-year terms on the vestry, Dave Crandall has been a familiar face at         
St. Andrew's, serving as both an usher and lector at the 8 AM service for the past several years.   

Anne Watkins, the other vestry candidate, is a cradle Episcopalian with lots of involvement at the local par-
ish and diocesan levels in Connecticut before joining St. Andrew’s three years ago.   

Please see p. 6 for more about Annual Meeting on 25 January 2026. 

I have been a part of the Episcopal Church since birth, and active in the      
parishes of which I’ve been a member for all of my adult life.  Gil and I met in 
our early twenties as part of a young adult group in Connecticut.  
In two Connecticut parishes, I was active in a number of areas: teaching in the 
Sunday school, as part of the choir and altar guild, and on the vestry. On the 
Diocesan level, I worked as a Parish/Congregational Development Consult-
ant for 20+ years from the mid-1990s until ~2015, and from 2009-2015 repre-
sented Province I (the New England Dioceses) as the lay representative to the 
Executive Council of the Episcopal Church.  In my second triennium on that 
body,  I chaired the then-Standing Committee for Local Mission & Ministry 

which oversaw General Convention resolutions related to local dioceses and parishes.  
Additionally, for 10 years I worked on the staff of our parish with a focus and primary responsibil-
ity for the welcome and assimilation of new members. 
Gil and I have been seasonal residents of Sunapee for more than 35 years.  Three years ago, we     
retired to New Hampshire, became full-time residents, and joined St. Andrew's.  I recently joined 
the Altar Guild, signed on as a lector, and have been part of the Congregational Care Steering   
Committee. 
In the wider community, I have volunteered on some Ausbon Sargent mailings and am active with 
the Perkins Pond Protective Association.  Recreationally, I enjoy kayaking, theatre at The Barn and 
Northern Stage, and time spent with each of our three adult children and our five grandboys, ages 
7 to 15. 
St. Andrew's has been a welcome addition to our retirement and I am hopeful that I can contribute 
more to the life and health of what is already a special community. — Anne Watkins 



ST. ANDREW’S NETWORK NEWS PAGE 11 

 

Thrift Shop Co-Manager Jackie Thompson continues with sketches of Thrift Shop          
volunteers.  This issue she features Janie Webster. 

Another longtime volunteer at St. Andrew’s Thrift Shop is Janie Webster. At 86 
years old Janie  continues to cover her shift faithfully in the shop every Friday 
morning. She was born in Buffalo, New York and moved to Alexandria, Virginia 
at five years old. She attended school in Alexandria and attended Briarcliff       
College. She and her husband David, who passed away 11 years ago, raised two 
sons, and she has five grandchildren. 

While raising her boys, she became an active volunteer in various volunteer jobs, 
and has continued that experience here at our Thrift Shop where she has been active for at least 15 
years. Janie tells me that she chose volunteering because she enjoys meeting people who come in to 
shop, and she has made several good friends that way.  

Before Janie needed to walk with a cane, she was an usher at St. Andrew’s Church. She would like 
people to remember her as friendly, good natured and kind. I would add that she is conscientious 
and dependable as well. Her closing thought is that she feels like St. Andrew’s is her second home. 
I’d say that we are lucky to have Janie as a faithful member of St. Andrew’s Church and especially 
the Thrift Shop.  

Our Craft Group meets on Tuesday 
mornings to create items for sale at 
our two annual fairs. We are on a 
break after the St. Nicholas Fair but 
will begin meeting at 9:30 AM on 
Tuesdays beginning 10 February to 
prepare items for the summer fair in 
early July.  Income from the fairs con-
tributes to St. Andrew’s outreach. 

In addition to the regular gathering 
for crafts, conversation and snacks 
each Tuesday, other church members 
work at home to sew, knit and cro-
chet for purposes other than our fairs 
— including The Seaman’s Church 
Institute, with a box in the church   
office for donations to that agency.  
See their website for guidelines and 
patterns at seamenschurch.org/ if 
you are interested.   
We have also collected hats, scarves 
and mittens to donate to folks who 
eat at the Friendly Kitchen in Con-
cord. There are many organizations 
that receive donated hand-crafted 
items and your interest in those    
projects is welcome.  

PARISH LIBRARY RELOCATION                                      
Before the parish hall was repainted, St. Andrew’s library 
team boxed up books from shelves that had been on the 
Gould Road side of the room.  While many people can’t 
recall where the parish library was before the parish hall 
was repainted, others are impatient for those boxed books 
to be put back in circulation.  In addition to our discern-
ment for a renewed sanctuary, church leaders have also 
been discerning best use of the parish hall space – resulting 
in the decision to move the library to classroom 3, as noted 
in the Building and Grounds report (see p. 7).  
The brightly-lit room at the bottom of the stairs will be the 
library’s new home.  While the shelving is being construct-
ed, library team members will gather in January to plan 
signage, shelf labels and procedures for donating and   
borrowing items.  Before the books were packed away, we 
created a spreadsheet listing all the books currently in the 
collection and at this writing we already have three books 
to be added to that list.  Once the library is fully functional, 
we will include new and featured titles in our reporting. 
We are sensitive to the fact that the downstairs library   
presents accessibility issues for some and are exploring the 
possibility of additional “open” hours beyond those of the 
Thrift Shop whose door offers the best access for those not 
comfortable using the stairs.  We want to welcome every-
one to our new space.  Stay tuned! – Alice Perry for the     
library team  
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A Prayer for Peace

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, 
no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all 

peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one        
Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and forever. Amen. BCP, p. 815 

Sanctuary Renewal and Our Parish Prayer  

Creator God, open our hearts to your renewing Spirit. 
Give us courage to change, 
patience with one another,  

and grace to listen for your voice. 
Guide our steps in wisdom and love,  

that what we imagine and build 
may reflect your beauty,  

welcome your people,  
and shine with your grace. Amen. 

Parish Away Day, 20 December,                          
at Holy Cross Church, Weare 

Jay’s Say, continued from p. 1 

Renewing the sanctuary is not about novelty or prestige. It is about faithfulness: caring for the build-
ing we have inherited, shaping it wisely for future generations, and ensuring that when someone 
walks through our doors — whether for Sunday worship, a funeral, a fair, a concert, or a quiet     
moment of prayer — they encounter a space that gently but unmistakably says:  God is here. You are 
welcome. Come, and be changed. 
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The Rev. Katrina Wagner has announced two book titles for the Faith and Issues group to discuss 
in January.  They are 

¨ The Soulwork of Justice: Four Movements for Contemplative Action by Wesley Granberg-Michaelson  
- to be discussed on 10 and 17 January 

¨ A Grace Disguised Revised and Expanded: How the Soul Grows through Loss by Jerry Sittser —to be 
discussed on 24 January. 

Meetings are on Zoom at 9 AM.  For the Zoom link and to submit suggestions for future titles on 
either faith or issue topics please contact Katrina Wagner. 

To respond to Last Sunday appeal, you can place your gift in the offering plate prior to or on the 
last Sunday of the designated month, send your check marked for Outreach to St. Andrew's 
Church, P. O. Box 294, New London, NH 03257, or make an online donation at 
https://www.standrewsnl.org/giving-on-line.html.  Your generous support will be matched by 
our anonymous donors.  The Outreach Commission and their identified organizations are grateful 
for your support. 

The Outreach Commission meets in person on the first Thursday of even-numbered 
months to receive and consider suggestions for our Last Sunday offering. We have 
agreed that our efforts should be focused on humanitarian needs, both domestic and 
international; and we welcome suggestions from parishioners. At our meetings we 
discuss potential recipients and decide who among us will do the required  research 
and the writing.  

Committee members are Jerry Coogan, Elizabeth Lowell, Jennifer McCracken, Jim 
Mathias, Russ Potter, Becky Rylander and Bruce Smythe.  

The Composing a Life group will read and discuss a short article by C.S. Lewis, The Efficacy of  
Prayer, in January. The article appeared in The Atlantic Monthly in 1959. This link provides access to 
the article online, with the opportunity to download a pdf: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1959/01/the-efficacy-of-
prayer/640673/?gift=nKMdi0BNJf9-
6TrgPgQlY6QVqwLb36DwO4shLQ2CUhY&utm_source=copy-
link&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=share 

You can also look for paper copies in the narthex. Alison Seward suggests that conversation about 
prayer as we approach Lent seems like it might be well-timed.  Discussion of Lewis’s article is set 
for 26 January at 10 AM and 28 January at 4 PM.    

Participants will also be encouraged to suggest books for the upcoming monthly meetings.  The 
group next gathers on the morning of 23 February or the afternoon of 25 February to discuss one of 
the books selected in January. 

All are welcome to join any month’s reading and discussion. 
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Parish Office 
Office 603-526-6344 
Fax 603-526-8623 
Email office@standrewsnl.org 
 
Rector 
   The Rev. Jay MacLeod 
Associate Rector 
 The Rev. Jennifer McCracken 
Director Of Music  
 William Ögmundson 
Dir. of Music for Children and Youth 

Nicole Densmore 
Verger 
 Anne Hall 
Parish Administrator 
   Shelly Boucher 
Resident Clergy 

 The Rev. Lucretia Jevne 
    The Rev. Canon Jim Ransom 
    The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Rusnak 

The Rev. Leslie Smith 
The Rev. Charlie Tirrell 
The Rev. Dr. Katrina Wagner 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New London, NH 

P.O. Box 294 

52 Gould Road, 

New London, NH 03257                                                                                                       

                        The Vestry 
Wardens 
Nancy Rollins (expires Jan. 2026) 
Paul Catsos (expires Jan. 2027) 
 

 
 
Treasurer 
Mike Quinn (expires Jan. 2026) 
  

Committee Chairpersons 
 
Altar Guild 
JoAnn Hicks 
Becky Rylander 
 
Buildings & Grounds 
Harvey Best 
 
Craft Group 
Rosie Best 
 
Eucharistic Ministers 
Anne Hall 
 

Finance & Investments 
Mike Quinn 
 
Hospitality 
Rosie Best (8 AM) 
John and Lou Moses (10 AM) 
 
Newsletter 
Alice Perry – Editor 
 
Outreach 
Jim Mathias 
Becky Rylander 
 
Stewardship  
TBA 

                     Vestry Members 
Term Expires Jan. 2026 
Jennifer Giles 
Fifi Mitchell 
Nonie Reynders 
 
Term Expires Jan. 2027 
Gerry Coogan 
Susan Feyrer 
Kathy Mathias, Clerk 

 
Term Expires Jan. 2028 
Billy Kelly 
Jim Dexter 
Kathleen Hunter 

 
Term Expires Jan. 2026 

JoAnn Hicks 
 

Term Expires Jan. 2027 
Jennifer Giles 

Lynn Salo 

 
Term Expires Jan. 2028 

Mike Thomas 

Western Convocation Delegates 


